History of the Whitehaven (Whitehaven No. 1) and Seascale (Whitehaven No. 2) Lifeboats’
The first Harbour Commissioners’ Boat

The first boat built specifically for use as a lifeboat, was the aptly named “Original”, which was built by Henry Greathead, of South Shields in 1789. He went on to build a total of 36 similar lifeboats and, according to his own records, he built one for Whitehaven in 1803. That lifeboat was 28 feet in length, with a beam of 10 feet and rowed 12 oars with a crew of 15, costing £149 to build. The boat was built for the Whitehaven Harbour trust, and was apparently never given a name.

 At a meeting of the Trustees [of the Town and Harbour Commission] at the Court House on 30th September 1803 a letter was read from Mr Henry Greathead of South Shields stating the prices of the different sized Life Boats- the clerk was directed to write to Mr Greathead and order the largest sized lifeboat for the use and benefit of this Harbour, to be delivered as soon as possible by Land Carriage fully equipped.

From the West Cumberland Times of 23rd October 1954 page 3 it is known that the boat had arrived on 10th January 1804 after a 4 day overland journey by horse drawn wagon. 

It was made unsinkable by thick boards of cork fixed on the sides, weighing 1½ tons. It cost £149.

Her first service was on 17th November 1813 to the Brig Brothers of Workington. The harbour boat [as distinct from the lifeboat, which was not available for immediate launch] was launched to assist her. Laden with cattle from Bangor, Northern Ireland she appeared off Whitehaven in the “greatest distress” and soon afterwards came ashore near the Entrance of the harbour at about 3pm. The harbour boat was crewed by five men. 
Thomas Farrell was washed overboard and “perished in the humane attempt to save his fellow creatures”. The remainder of the crew were rescued by the exertions of numerous Individuals and the Ship’s Crew, aided by the same means with the assistance of the Life Boat” (page 11, T& H Trustees Minute Book, DH 4/1, WRO).

The trustees provided a sum of 30 guineas to reward those who had assisted in the rescue. Also the situation of the lifeboat was reviewed, so that it may be more readily available for immediate use.
Thomas Farrell was buried on 7th December 1813 at Holy Trinity Church, Whitehaven, his body having eventually washed up. There is no gravestone. He was aged 25.

All 52 cattle on board died, and one of the passengers died from cold and fatigue the following day. 

The name of the passenger is not recorded, thus we are unable to determine his place of burial.

Following the recommendation made after this launch, at the Trustees meeting of 11th March 1814 the plan for a new Life Boat House on the New Quay were approved. The Accounts do not provide a discrete cost for this new lifeboat house.

On 7th June 1816 the Harbour Master was directed to ensure a sufficient crew for the Life Boat under his own immediate direction, and that such Crew may from time to time be practiced in the use of the Life Boat.

At about 3am on 31st August 1819 a strong north-westerly blew up, which rapidly increased to a hurricane. By the time of the high tide at 6am the tide had risen to an unusual height and great alarm prevailed in the town, for the safety of some vessels which appeared in the offing. The gale continued until Wednesday evening.

During Tuesday morning 21 vessels entered the harbour but five were driven on shore between the Old and New Harbour- the Atlas,  the Contest, the Fortune, the Brothers (of Ramsey), and the Phoenix (of Newry).

At noon (low water) the Contest, laden with coal came nearly opposite the mouth of the harbour and endeavoured to beat off, but every attempt proved ineffectual. Most of her sails were split, or carried away by the wind, the remainder were much damaged, and at length she was driven on shore between the North Wall and William Pit. Soon after a seaman, William Whinnea leapt into the sea, swam into shoal water and was rescued, quite exhausted, by many hands on shore. The Life Boat was then launched from the New Quay, and made many vain attempts to reach the stricken vessel, but was unable. Eventually a buoy drifted onshore from the ship, and with its aid the boat was able to rescue five crew men. The rope then broke, the vessel was again driven onshore. After many attempts to fire a line another buoy drifted ashore which allowed the lifeboat to rescue the mate, and on another pass the master, making eight men rescued in all, seven by the lifeboat and one by swimming.

Scarcely was this rescue complete, than the Thistle (also laden with coal) was driven ashore but 40 yards closer to the north wall. With the assistance of a hawser from the stricken vessel the lifeboat was able to land the whole crew (number not recorded) safely ashore. 

By 8 pm both vessels were total wrecks.. At about the same time a ship’s boat with two men arrived in the midst of the tempest. The men had had to abandon their fishing vessel off Portaferry, Ireland at 7am and had been driven 13 hours in the storm to Whitehaven.

A subscription was opened to aid the crews of the two wrecked vessels who had lost all their possessions and to “reward those persons who so nobly stepped forward and manned the lifeboat, thereby preserving the lives of the crews”. 

After this unsuccessful service the Trustees meeting of 6th September 1819 were tasked with obtaining a new Lifeboat.

At the following meeting on 26th October 1819 it was decided to procure a boat of smaller dimensions than thr present one as being “more likely to suit the purposes for which it is intended”. Correspondence was to be undertaken with Mr Davison of Bishopwearmouth, and investigate whether or not to build the new boat in Whitehaven, if not the best & cheapest mode of conveyance to the town.

The final (4th) service launch of this first boat was on Tuesday 5th March 1822.

The Dove, the Falcon, the Mary Isabella, the Hebe, the Mary, the Fanny, the Active and the Defence all sailed on the high tide at 1000 and in good weather, laden with coal for Dublin. Also the Jenny, the Wellington, the Jane, and the Defence Cutter. Within an hour a strong southerly blew up accompanied by strong showers of sleet and rain and bitter cold. Under these conditions all the vessels were forced to ride out the storm.

The Dove was driven past the harbour entrance at around 1700, ebb tide, and was forced onto the rocks at Redness Point. The lifeboat was launched but even with twelve oarsmen was unmanageable in the storm, was driven to leeward of the vessel with the utmost velocity and the men were obliged to make for Parton to save their lives. The Rocket Brigade next tried to fire a line the 60 yards from shore, but that too proved impossible in the conditions. A buoy was then drifted from shore, and the mate was rescued. However with the seas breaking over the vessel the other 7 crew had to seek refuge in the maintop. The vessel drifted, and was eventually forced onto her beam ends. Eventually the crew were further forced into the main chains. From this exposed location and from fatigue two boys, James Wade and Thomas Cotcher fell into the sea and perished. One man, Cavender, jumped in a last desperate bid to survive, to try to swim to shore but perished. Finally the main mast came to nearly rest on a rock and the remaining four men were now able to crawl along the mast and were recovered by many hands on shore, and with the aid of a hawser. She was a total wreck. All three were found on shore near Harrington the next day.

James Wade (of Queen Street), aged 15, and Bernard Cavender (aged 30 of New Town) were buried at St. Nicholas Church, Whitehaven on 8th March. Thomas Cotcher (of New Street), aged 19, was buried at Holy Trinity Church, Whitehaven on the same day.

Of the other vessels which left port that fateful morning:

The Falcon struck the Little Ross near Kirkcudbright and sank at around 2100. Of the five crew a boy, John Watson was washed away and perished, and Isaac Moore died in the rigging at 0400 next day. The other three men were rescued at 0900 on Wednesday. Isaac Moore was buried at Kirkcudbright on 7th March, but the body of John Watson was not found.

The Joshua of Workington also sank nearby, and all perished.

The Mary Isabella also came to grief in the same area. Of her crew of eight, seven perished when they were washed out of the rigging.

The Wellington was also wrecked nearby (at St. Mary’s Isle) but all her crew were saved, similarly for the Dido of Harrington, and the Jenny.

The Active was beached half a mile north of Workington, with no loss of life.

The Fanny was beached about one mile north of Workington, with no loss of life.

The Hebe was driven ashore near Maryport, lost her bowsprit and topmast but was able to limp into Maryport on the Saturday.

The Mary (of Lancaster) was forced on shore at Bank End. The Mate, John Sampson died in the rigging from cold and fatigue, and another crewman, John Hall also died. The other five crew were rescued, although three boys suffered severe exhaustion.

The Defence was forced on shore between Maryport and Allonby, with no loss of life

The Defence Cutter made it safely to Douglas, and the Jane made it safely to Belfast.

The second Harbour Commissioners’ Boat
There is no further mention of the new boat until the meeting of the Harbour Trust on 7th April 1823- Thomas Cowan, Boat Builder having constructed a small Life Boat & offered the same to the Trustees of the Harbour for the sum of £60- the following trustees were appointed to inspect the Boat & report their opinion of the fitness for the purpose at the next meeting. The clear implication of this is that the Trustees had let the matter fall into abeyance, and that Thomas Cowan eventually took the matter into his own hands. The new boat was accepted at the following meeting on 5th May 1823.

The identity of this Thomas Cowan or Cowen is unclear- there was a Thomas Cowen, shipbuilder from 1808 to 1816, when he sold all his property to others, and his son, Thomas who is known to have been building ships in 1845, but little else is known of him.

This boat was also 28 feet long with a 10 foot beam, but 10 oared, adapting Greatheads’ designs to suit local needs. She too seems to have never been given a name. Like all lifeboats built before 1851, she was a non self-righter.

No details have been traced of any rescues she undertook.

The third Harbour Commissioners’ Boat
At the meeting of 3rd December 1850 a notice was received from the Harbour Master of the inefficient state of the Lifeboat, and was referred to the Harbour Committee. On 3rd June 1851 the Harbour Committee were again requested to report on the state of the Life Boat. On the 8th July 1851 they reported back that a new lifeboat needed to be purchased without delay, approved at the 8th August meeting. The Harbour Committee wrote a letter of enquiry after their meeting of 24th September 1851. Captain Washington of the RNLI at Woolwich replied on 20th February 1852 recommending a self-righting boat of not less than 30 feet long made of Scotch Larch , to the designs of Mr James Peake, Master Shipwright of HM Dockyard, to be built at Whitehaven, Limehouse or Blackwall at a cost of not less than £105, mast and sails extra on a minimum 3 month build time.

This letter was considered at the Harbour Committee meeting of 1st March 1852. They had previously considered a boat of 26 feet long, but would defer to his opinion if he thought 30 feet was essential. The Committee wanted a sail, but would ask Capt Washington if it should be single or double. They thought it should be 8 oared, and needed to be of moderate capacity as crews of Whitehaven ships regularly exceeded 12.

By 24th June 1852 plans had been received from Capt. Washington and reviewed by Lumley Kennedy & Co. (shipbuilders of Whitehaven). They wrote again to Capt. Washington to ask the best way to get the boat built, and the cost. At the meeting of 20th October 1852 approval was given to build the new boat, and it was decided to dispense with the mast and sail. She was 27 feet long with a beam of 7’6”, rowed 8 oars, and was built by Forrest of Limehouse, London. 

She was launched on trial at Limehouse on 24th February 1853 for a series of stringent self-righting trials. These being successful she was then dispatched by rail to Whitehaven.

Like the previous two boats she never seems to have been given a name.

At the meeting of 27th May 1853 the bill of £154/17/- for the new lifeboat & stores was agreed. It was finally launched for the first time in the town on 11th September 1853, on a trial launch with her new crew. On 4th February 1854 it was decided to have a monthly trial launch of the lifeboat and for that purpose to engage boatmen for such occasional service.

At the meeting of 1st May 1858 the Harbour Committee considered papers forwarded by George Lyall Esq. Respecting the management of the Lifeboat under the General Life Boat Association. For the present the Trustees were to retain their boat, but that a more practicable system for managing it should be adopted by appointing a coxswain and crew, to be exercised every six weeks (presumably the monthly exercises of 1854 had fallen into abeyance), the coxswain and crew to be paid reasonable wages for these exercises, and the coxswain to be paid an additional £8 per year. 

On 30th May 1859 it was decided to enrol from the men at present in service with the Trustees a coxswain and six men, to be a permanent lifeboat crew- the cox to be paid 2/- per week, and the crew 1/- per week each above their normal wages, and paid an extra allowance each of 10/- by day, or 20/- by night when called out on actual service.

There is only one known servicer for this boat. During the early hours of 22nd February 1861 the Italian barque Ghaeta was sighted offshore. She had been carrying coals from Cardiff to Malta (departed Cardiff on 17th February) when she was blown off course to Dublin. From there she had tried to make Holyhead but was again blown off course to Whitehaven where she arrived on the afternoon of 21st February. She appeared to be flying flags for a pilot, bur before one could be sent out lowered the flags as nightfall came. It would appear that the captain then became disorientated, and spent much of the night sailing “this way and that”.

At around 3am on the 22nd she anchored off the west pier in 5 fathoms of water. She paid out 60 fathoms of chain, but the anchor dragged, She went round the north pier and struck the beach about midway to Redness point, and started taking on water, The captain sent 2 hands ashore for assistance in the small boat.

The lifeboat was promptly launched. In a full gale west north westerly the lifeboat reached the ship but found it abandoned. After standing by for 15 minutes they returned to the harbour,

In the meantime the captain, mate and all 10 remaining crew had taken to the longboat and tried to land near William Pit. The boat capsized and eight were drowned, the other 4 were washed or swam ashore. 

Those who drowned were- Giovanni Camalich, 45, master of Lussin Piccolo in the Gulf of Venice; Nicholich, mate; Bonofacio Camalich, brother of the master; Matteo Chiesich; Gasparo Mansoni; Giovanni Cacovich; Nicolai Carlich and Giovanni Morin.

Those who survived were Antonio Vidalich of Nestromo, Antonio Filez, Mario Gurich, Francesco Francin, Giovanni and Giorgio Serva (brothers).

Seven of the 8 bodies were washed ashore and buried in Moresby Churchyard.

The lifeboat coxswain was William Gair with 11 crew.

On 7th January 1863 it was resolved that a look out house be added to the east end of the Lifeboat house with two windows.

On 31st October 1865 a site for a new lifeboat house was decided, on the north side of the north pier subject to the consent of the Lord of the Manor.  This was built by the Harbour Commissioners at a cost of £132/10.
According to the Local press and the Trustees minutes the approach for the RNLI lifeboat at Whitehaven was made by the Institution, not the Harbour trustees because Miss Elizabeth Leicester of Lowndes Square, London, had offered the money specifically for a boat for Whitehaven, and the Trustees were actually most reluctant at the start of the meeting to take the new boat. The minutes are reproduced verbatim in the Whitehaven News of 18th July 1865, page 3.

The fourth Boat-the first of the RNLI boats-the ‘Elizabeth’
The first RNLI boat was a 33 feet by 8 feet, 10 oared self righter. She too had been built by Forrest of Limehouse at a cost of £255 for Bridlington. However she was found to be too heavy to launch on the very soft sand there, so was replaced with a lighter boat.

The boat arrived by train on 27th March and was moved from Preston Street Railway station to the lifeboat house on 29th March 1866. She was launched at 2pm on 31st March and named Elizabeth by Mrs Fidler. It was the 162nd boat for the RNLI. During 1865 532 lives had been saved by the RNLI. Also in that year 182 lives had been saved by fishing boats and other means, for which the RNLI had granted rewards.

The first RNLI coxswain was John Callanan, followed by John Morris, Tom Cradduck and William Leadbetter.

Mr John Collins was appointed Station Honorary Secretary, with J Means as Coxswain.

Her first service launch was on 14th November 1869. The brigantine Elizabeth of Drogheda was sighted off the port low in the water at about 1400, with a foresail set, but otherwise dismantled. The lifeboat, commanded by Mr Jinks (Chief Officer of Coastguard) went to her assistance in rough seas and a full gale, reaching the vessel at around 1630. She was grounded, but otherwise safe and was towed into Whitehaven at high water (around 1730) by the steam-tug Prince of Wales. She had a crew of seven, Master Mr Boylan and was on passage from Liverpool to Drogheda laden with coal. At 3am that day she had lost her foretop-gallant mast after 36 hours in a storm, and soon after the crew had to cut away the main mast. At around 0700 the crew had sighted St. Bees lighthouse and rigged a foresail on what remained of the foremast.  
In 1871 Mr GP Edwards took over as Station Honorary Secretary.

The bost’s next service launch was on 20th August 1871 when she rendered assistance to the Schooner Intrepid of Liverpool. On Sunday night 20th August 1871 the Schooner Intrepid anchored off the North Pier upon arrival from Bray (Ireland), in a fresh south-westerly. As it was only one and a half hours after high water the tug could not fetch her in. She started to drag her anchors towards Redness Point and the lifeboat crew were summoned when the schooner flew distress flags. In the hour it took to assemble them the schooners anchor started to hold better, so the crew decided they did not need assistance, but the lifeboat stood by until she could be towed in to harbour by the steam tug at about midnight. The Intrepid departed on the 28th for Harrington.
Nearly 3 months later the lifeboat was in action again being launched on 14th December 1871 to the Smack Dennison Lass (this launch is sometimes erroneously cited as being to the Demitian Lass) of the Isle of Skye 4 saved- A severe south-westerly gale had been blowing all day. During the afternoon the schooner Triumph had arrived off the port from Dundalk in very heavy seas. The tug Prince of Wales tried to assist but the hawser snapped, and she had to run for port, but was blown away from the North Pier. The line from the life buoy at the North Pier light was thrown, a rope attached to it, and she was physically hauled round the pier. While this was going on the Dennison Lass (Captain McCrea) was drifting towards Redness Point, where she was in imminent danger of wreck. As soon as the Triumph was safe the lifeboat was launched in fading light at around 1600. With a large crowd watching from the shore best time was made towards the smack and her master, two crew (one elderly) and a boy were rescued. When the lifeboat had pulled but twenty yards back from the smack after the rescue, the smack was hit by a huge wave. Although she had been anchored and left with the foresail set (the mainsail having been split in the gale), the anchor chain snapped. At night it was deemed inadvisable to render assistance to the smack, and she drifted off to Seaton point. She was found there next morning and towed into Maryport. The Thomas J Stanfield, in ballast from Dublin to Maryport went ashore at Drigg in the same gale.
In 1873 Mr George Dwason took over as Station Honorary Secretary, being succeeded a few months later by Captain David Borrowdale.

The next service launch was on 19th March 1874 to the barque Commerce.  At 0140 on that fateful day the Commerce (46 grt, Dondghadee registered) left Whitehaven with 70 tons of coal bound for her home port, with her master being James Gunning and the two seamen William John Neil and Thomas Neil. She was built in 1828 at Montrose, Scotland.

After daybreak a strong westerly arose and she lost her upper mast off the Point of Ayre, Isle of Man. Being unable to proceed the master turned her into the wind. At 2130, off St. Bees Lighthouse she signalled for assistance, but with only flash lights the signals were not recognised and were assumed to mean tug assistance required. However the tide was too low. At around 2200 she arrived off the West Pier and her predicament was realised. At 2210 the guns were fired for the Rocket Brigade and the Lifeboat. She paid out both anchors, but they soon parted and she was driven onshore by the North Wall.  By now the steam tug Prince of Wales could leave the harbour and made heroic attempts to reach the stricken vessel, but she was too close to shore. A small boat was launched from the shipyard manned by four men (all of the lifeboat crew who could be mustered), but she was quickly swamped. Rapidly putting out again she capsized. One of the crew, a stone cutter by the name of Mr Littledale, tried to swim to the sloop but the surf was too strong. By now all three of the crew were in the rigging, and their plaintive cries could clearly be heard. Eventually the Rocket Brigade could fire a line, too high, but the second line reached the ship however the crew were too exhausted to tie it properly. Another line was fired, but did not reach. Captain Smith, of the Ituna (itself recently lost) tried to swim, but could not, and then Captain Brown of the Convivial. He got to within 20 yards before he became exhausted and had to be pulled ashore. For all the thousands of people present, who severely hampered the efforts of the Rocket Brigade, not 13 “trustworthy” men could be found to man the lifeboat, still less the 26 men to launch it. Just after midnight a huge wave enveloped the stricken sloop and the master was washed overboard. A few minutes later the mast swayed, cracked and fell, the vessel broke in several pieces and was washed ashore. William John Neil was washed off the mast into the turbulent sea and never seen again, his brother incredibly kept hold of the mast and was washed ashore with it, being pulled out of the water “half sensible”. Two doctors immediately took him to the Old Gasworks for medical assistance. Two days later he was able to return home to Donaghadee. Captain Gunning was aged 28 and left a widow and family. William John Neil was aged 32 and also left a widow and family.

The ship was worth £250 and the cargo £70.

The body of Captain Gunning was washed ashore just off Harrington Harbour on 30th March. As far as is known he was returned to Ireland for burial, as no burial can be traced locally.

At the time this story of a lack of crew was given out by the coxswain and other lifeboat members themselves, and substantiated by many onshore. It only seems to have been later, after much adverse editorial and letters in the local press that the story was amended for the Enquiry on 28th August, attended by the Inspector of Lifeboats, Captain John Ward RN. The findings were that even if the lifeboat had been launched, it was unlikely to have been able to rescue any of the barque’s crew, but that a more suitable site should be found for the lifeboat-house.
The Seascale (Whitehaven No. 2) Boat
The day after this enquiry, 29th August 1874, Captain Ward went to Seascale to look into the possibility of opening a new Lifeboat station there, as it had been suggested that a lifeboat from Seascale would be better placed to go to some casualties instead of the Whitehaven boat, in certain conditions. He recommended that the station should be opened, this was accepted by a meeting of the RNLI Committee of Management on 4th June 1874. It was always formally known as the Whitehaven (No. 2) Boat. 
Saturday June 5th, 1875, was a great day for Seascale. South Parade and the Railway Station were gay with bunting but the centre of the decorations was a smart new building on what is now the car park. After years of agitation, the new Seascale Lifeboat Station was to be opened. The building was immediately by what is now the seaward entrance to the Car Park.

The site had been made available by A.B.Steward, Esq., of Newton Manor, and the whole cost of the station, amounting to some £800, was met by the 3 Misses Tomlinson, of The Biggins, Kirkby Lonsdale. The boat was named after their brother. Work had started on March 1st, 1875, and now everything was ready. The lifeboat house was constructed by local builder G. Torrentine at a cost of £265, and the boat was built by Forrest of Limehouse (32 foot x 7’6”, 10 oared self righter) costing £273/10/- and her carriage cost £112/8/-. This does not equal anything like the £800 quoted in the newspaper.

The Seascale and Whitehaven lifeboat committee was Admiral Scott of Harecroft, Gosforth (whose remains were interred later the same day), Revd F.W. Wicks (President, also Vicar of St. Nicholas Church, Whitehaven), Revd J.A. Cheese (Gosforth) and other gentlemen.

A special crew and officials travelled from Whitehaven by waggonette and hundreds of sightseers arrived by train. The naming ceremony, at 1pm, was performed by Miss Tomlinson and the vessel was launched, though not without some difficulty. The "William Tomlinson", built by Forrest & Sons, of Limehouse, was equipped with a mast and sails as well as ten oars. Her stability and self righting trials had been in the Regent’s Canal, London. On this auspicious occasion no fewer than nine of these oars were manned by master mariners. Out at sea the sails were set and the vessel showed her paces to the admiring crowd. The "crew", practical seamen from the local coasting schooners, pronounced themselves well satisfied with her performance and departed to the inevitable celebratory lunch and speech making. All that was now required was a chance for the boat to prove itself in service.

The inaugural crew were James McMinn (Coxswain), Captain John Mayson (Brig Martha), Captain Thompson (Brig Union), Captain John Leech (Brig Elizabeth), Captain William Douglas (Brig Endeavour), Captain Donald Hayton (Brig Kensington), Captain Joseph Corkhill (Brig Marmion), Captain Armstrong (Brig Jane), Captain Thomas Smith (Brig Thomas & Mary), Captain Charles Smith  (Brig New Draper), Mr Edward Knowles and Mr Naile (seamen).

Afterwards luncheon was taken at the Scawfell Hotel.

There was not long to wait. At 01.00 on October 26th, 1875, the small schooner "Isabella", of Carlisle (58 g.r.t.), bound from Port Dinorwic to Maryport with some 85 tons of slates and enamelled chimney pieces, went ashore on Barnscar in fog. It was approaching low water and the crew, not knowing their position were unable to launch their lifeboat in the heavy seas, had to take to the rigging. With the dawn their plight was noted and the machinery of rescue set in motion. A telegraphed message to Whitehaven at 8am , the firing of the usual two guns, and the Volunteer Brigade was assembled. The Rocket Brigade hauled their equipment to Preston Street Station and loaded it onto the special train provided. For some reason, only five life-boatmen joined the party. At 9.30a.m., 1½ hours after receiving the message, the train pulled into Seascale station. It was now near high water and the vessel too far out for the Rocket Brigade to use their equipment. Some of the Rocket Brigade volunteered to fill the empty places in the boat and, with the help of the train's crew and some of the crowd who had gathered, the lifeboat was launched at 9.40am. She arrived at the wreck (600 yards offshore) at 11.20. The crowd watched anxiously as the boat battled through the rough sea until she was seaward of the wreck and backed carefully towards the masts where the crew of three were still clinging. A cheer was raised as they were taken on board and at about 11.40am many hands were helping them ashore. Mr.Grieves, the Collector of Customs, took charge of the men and revived them with cups of tea. After more than nine hours in the rigging these must have been very welcome. Great praise was showered on the gallant crew and a visiting artist, Henry Moore, presented them with a sovereign to provide themselves with refreshment. The rescue had been performed with skill and bravery and those who had fought to establish the station must have been well pleased.

Alas, that was the only life-saving service the station was to complete. The position was that wrecks, though not uncommon, were rarely such that the boat could be used. There were insufficient local men able to form a crew and so it was necessary to bring men from Whitehaven by special train when needed. The station was always officially "Whitehaven No. 2". By the time the lifeboat crew was assembled the crews to be rescued had often been able to walk ashore, the tide having receded. There was no slipway and the boat had to be launched from its heavy wheeled carriage and, in really violent weather, this could prove impossible. The experienced Rocket Brigade proved a more suitable means of rescue.

The "William Tomlinson" was launched only twice more on unsuccessful rescue attempts and this led to ill-informed allegations of incompetence and cowardice.

One of these launches was on 22nd November 1881. The narrative shows how untrue those allegations were. Between 8 and 9am, a telegram was received at Whitehaven that the schooner Ada (of Liverpool), 75 grt, had grounded on the Caulker Rocks in the Ravenglass Channel at around 0600, and was in imminent peril. The signal guns were fired and 18 men of the Brigade plus 10 supernumaries (lifeboat crew) assembled leaving Preston Street station by special train at just after 0900. The brigade alighted at Drigg, with the intention of firing a line, but the vessel was over a mile distant, and the apparatus only effective at around 250 yards. The Brigade then returned to Seascale for the lifeboat. However it could not be launched into the full westerly gale, and the wagons on the train were too small. Four horses were then found, with difficulty, and the lifeboat transferred the two miles to Drigg, where it was launched into the “boiling surf” at 1230. The crew of the Ada had been taking refuge in the rigging since 0800. First Cox was John Wignall and second Cox James Morris, with ten other crew. They reached the wreck at 1400, and got to within 30 yards of the Ada. The boat was then struck by three tremendous waves, turning the boat broadside and all but swamping it, driving her 50 yards away from the schooner. The Ada seemed to be standing secure, and the crew were safe in the rigging, so the Cox had no choice but to abandon the rescue and make for Ravenglass, which they reached with great difficulty, nearly being swamped again at the Bar. With the tide now ebbing the rocket brigade could get much closer to the schooner. A second attempt was meanwhile made by the lifeboat to effect the rescue. By now Lord and Lady Muncaster (of Muncaster Castle) were at Ravenglass together with the whole village, and their house guest, Lord Kilmarnock, joined the crew. By now a line had been successfully fired by the Brigade at around 1500 and the crew rescued to shore. Earlier in the morning, when the lifeboat could not be launched, Captain Dixon of the Brigade had telegraphed Whitehaven for that lifeboat to be sent out. Captain Mann, the harbourmaster, immediately assembled the crew, but it could not be launched into surf running “mountains high” on the Far Sand (now known as North Shore). The boat therefore had to be moved through the shipyard (where a number of iron rails had to be demolished) and taken to the shelter of the Marlborough Street slipway. As she could never have been rowed to Ravenglass in the prevailing weather the Harbour tug, the Prince of Wales, took her in tow at around 12 noon, arriving at Ravenglass at 1530. The tug had a crew of 7, and the lifeboat 13, under the command of James McMeen. As the rescue was now complete, the Whitehaven boat could now return to station. The tow line parted off St. Bees Head, but was successfully reattached, and returned safely to port at 2130.

The crew of three and their master, John Dunbavand came to Whitehaven that evening, where they were looked after by the Shipwrecked Mariners Society. Before returning home to Runcorn at the expense of the Society, the crew returned to see their vessel. But with her bulwarks gone and her decks washed up she was a total loss. She had lost her mainsail earlier that night off Douglas Head, and had previously regularly traded to Whitehaven. In the same storm considerable damage was incurred to Maryport Harbour.

Sadly there was a fatality from this double service. John Hailey, a Shore Helper aged 58 was injured while bringing the Whitehaven lifeboat through the shipyard to launch. He was trying to turn the front wheels of the carriage, when it slipped on to his foot. He sustained two lacerated wounds and fractured two bones of his left foot. He was taken to Whitehaven Infirmary. 
On 8th December the 13 crew of the Whitehaven boat were presented with £1 each from a public subscription fund for their part in the rescue, and the 12 crew of the Seascale boat with 11/6 each, having previously received 8/6 each from a different fund. The balance of the £43 fund (that is £23/2) was presented to John Hailey. Unfortunately he died from his injuries on 10th December and was buried in grave 4L489 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 14th December.  There is no surviving gravestone.
In the same storm considerable damage was incurred to Maryport Harbour.

Lifeboat baiting became a popular pastime of anonymous writers in the Press, and even practice launches were publicly criticised. This inevitably affected the morale of the crew and differences arose between the local crew members and those from Whitehaven. Lord Muncaster, as chairman of the committee, worked hard to restore morale but it was obvious that the station was not having the anticipated success.

At the beginning of 1882, the Seascale lifeboat got its own Station Committee, with Mr J Molyneaux being appointed as Station Honorary Secretary although the crew still came from Whitehaven as before.

In 1884 Captain John Landsbrough took over as Honorary Secretary.

By 1886 the lifeboat had been on station for 11 years and the lifeboat-men had become convinced that a larger, more powerful, but lighter-build boat would be better suited for dealing with the conditions often found in that area. As a result they asked the RNLI to change boats.

On 11th November 1886 a new lifeboat was sent for a trial period, working alongside the existing boat. The trials proved satisfactory and the lifeboat-men asked to keep the new boat. This was agreed at the Committee of Management meeting of 2nd February 1887. 
She was built by Woolf of Shadwell, London at a cost of £297 (34 feet long x 7’6” beam, 10 oared self righter), donated by Miss Phipson, of Edgbaston, and named "Rescue" at the donor’s request-- inappropriately as it turned out for she was launched for service only once, and rescued no-one.

Samuel Charleton, second cox of the Whitehaven boat for the last 11 years was appointed Coxswain of the new Boat so that, if it was ever necessary to launch both boats at the same time, each would have its own experienced Coxswain. Whitehaven still provided the crew.
In February 1891 the RNLI District Inspector decided to dispense with the regular quarterly exercise launches of the Seascale lifeboat, given that the crew were from the Whitehaven boat, and the expense of the return journey from Whitehaven.

In April 1893 Captain John Landsbrough, Honorary Secetary died suddenly. Mr John Wrigley took over.
As steam ousted sail from the coastal vessels wrecks became less frequent (partly because of the placing of the Selker Lightship off Ravenglass).

In November 1894 the District Inspector visited Seascale again.  As there had only been one service launch since 1886 which did not result in an effective service he recommended closure, having been told that no shipwrecks had occurred since a Lightvessel had been stationed off Ravenglass in 1883. This was accepted at a Management Committee meeting on 13th December 1894.
So on 26th January 1895, the station was closed. The record of four launchings and three lives saved was not impressive -- but those three men, at least, must have considered it all worthwhile.
Samuel Charleton, Coxswain, became an ordinary member of the Whitehaven Crew.

In March the lifeboat station was sold for £30.

Continuation of the services of the Whitehaven boat-the ‘Elizabeth’

Following on from the 1874 enquiry a site for a new lifeboat house was offered to the RNLI in 1875, just north of the harbour at the north end of the Whitehaven Shipbuilding Company’s works at the nominal rent of 1 guinea per annum. The landowner, Lord Lonsdale agreed to this proposal and provided all the stone. The new boathouse cost £250/10 to build.

On 9th October 1878 the Barque Carn Tual was spotted burning distress signals in heavy seas and a full WSW gale. The Maryport lifeboat launched just after 21.00 on Oct 9th as the vessel had lost one anchor, and was riding to the other, between Robin Rigg and the Dunrugh Banks. Despite searching for several hours in appalling conditions they were unable to locate the vessel and returned to station at around 02.30. She put out again at 09.00 on Oct 10th, towed by a steam-tug, found the barque and rescued 9 crew members, one of whom had become insane through fear during that long, stormy night. The Master and Mate refused to abandon ship.  The service was taken over at 11.30 am on 10th October by the Whitehaven lifeboat again towed by a steamerOn reaching the vessel the Carn Tual (526 grt, in ballast on passage from Maryport to Galveston, North Carolina) was riding on the edge of the two foot bank off Hestan Island, Kippford, Scotland, about 13 miles north of Whitehaven. A WSW to WNW gale was blowing, with a heavy cross sea. 
12 members of the steamer’s crew boarded and secured a tow-line. The remaining anchor was recovered and the Barque was towed into Whitehaven harbour at 2100 after a 9½ hour service

For his outstanding gallantry during this service, the Coxswain of the Maryport Lifeboat, John Webster, was awarded a Silver Medal by the RNLI.

See the Seascale section for the service to the Ada on 22nd November 1881.
In April 1882, Mr WJ Tyson took over as Honorary Secretary.

There were two other service launches of this boat, for which details are not currently available, but neither saved life.
The fifth Boat-the 2nd RNLI boat-the ‘Elizabeth Leicester’
At a meeting of the Committee of Management of the RNLI on 7th February 1884 it was decided to place a new boat at Whitehaven. At a subsequent meeting on 3rd April it was reported that a gift of £650 had been received from Miss Leicester, to defray the cost of the boat.

She was a 34’ x 8’, 10 oared self righter, built by Woolfe of Shadwell at a cost of £317. On 11th August 1884 the new lifeboat and her launching carriage were dispatched by rail from London to Whitehaven where she was named ‘Elizabeth Leicester’ on 8th October (and given ON 78) by Miss Lowther of Moresby House, being named after the late mother of the Donor.
Her first service was on 10th May 1885 to the Norwegian Barque Thorsbjerg. She had arrived from Tonsbere several days earlier with a load of deal boards for Messrs J & A McGowan under the command of Captain Lanvrig, and anchored in Saltom Bay, awaiting the spring tide. Through Saturday 9th May there was a strong West North Westerly breeze, accompanied by rain and hail showers. During the evening the wind speed increased to a full gale and she lost both her anchors. At about 0030 on the 10th, she grounded 300 yards north of the north wall. The Rocket Brigade tried four times to fire a line, but it either got carried away by the wind, or stuck in the rigging. By the fifth, successful attempt, the lifeboat had been succesfully launched and was abeam the barque. All nine crew and the pilot (so 10 men in all) were taken on board the lifeboat and landed at the lower elbow steps on the north wall at about 0300. In launching the lifeboat a Mr Coyles lost his balance, and the wheels of the carriage went over his lower legs before he was freed and taken to the Infirmary.

The rescued men were taken to the Royal Standard Public House, the home of the captain of the Rocket Brigade, from where the Shipwrecked Mariner’s Society found them suitable lodgings in the town.

On Sunday 10th May the Thorsbyerg drifted up with the tide, close to the shipyard railings where she became a total wreck.

Interestingly the port pilot for the Thorsbjerg on arrival had been James Henney, who was to be lost the following February when the lifeboat capsized off Workington-see the service of 7th January 1886.
On Thursday 7th January 1886 the lifeboat capsized with the loss of crew member James William Henney, aged 31. The boat had left Whitehaven at about 1915 to the aid of the barque Cygnus off Workington, under the command of Coxswain James Morris. The crew were Messrs Tyson, Morris, Samuel Charlton (2nd cox), Garretty, Knowles, Dockerty, Murray, William Russell, Connolly, Hampson, Bilton, Rodden, Henney and Thomas Cradduck. She reached the vessel at around 2015 in very heavy seas and a south-westerly gale. They then waited for around 20 minutes, but the boat ran ahead of the anchor, the cable fouled the fore-rowlock and over the air-tight compartment. They were then in the trough of the sea, the port gunwhale went under and the boat remained bottom up for around half a minute. Upon righting they did all they could to save Henney, but he did not have hold of a line and could not be reached. 
The Elizabeth Leicester then made for Maryport to arrange for a steam, tug to assist the Barque.
The crew of the Barque were later rescued using lines from the shore.

A court of enquiry was held on Monday 11th January.

James Henney was buried on Sunday afternoon, 10th January 1886 in grave 4L694 at Whitehaven Cemetery by Revd Anderson of Holy Trinity Church. The coffin was conveyed to the Cemetery on the carriage of the Rocket Brigade with the Naval Reserve leading the procession together with the Artillery and Colliery Bands. 

There is no surviving gravestone. At the 1871 census he was an Able Seaman on the Amphion at Newport Dry Dock, Wales. He had married Eliza Jane Cradduck on 6th May 1873 at St.  Nicholas. She remarried David Hodgson Fletcher on 8th November 1890 at Holy Trinity Church.

The children were James (baptised 24th March 1878), Elizabeth Ann (bap 23rd April 1879) and Robert & Thomas (bap 24th January 1886). Thomas had actually been born in 1883 but Robert was born 15 days after the death of his father. 
Thomas William Walters Cradduck was Coxswain of the Whitehaven lifeboat from 1891 until 1911, a fisherman. However he also worked for the Harbour Board as a Hobbler and he was a Marine Pilot. The job of Hobbler was a Family Business- the job involved taking all the mooring lines from Ships, and docking the Ship-a very responsible job. This job was passed down from father to son. The last Hobbler was one of his Grand Sons Bennie Quale, who was still alive in 2011. TWW Cradduck died at 26 Quay Street on 23rd June 1924 and was buried in grave 5H234 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 27th June 1924 from St. Nicholas’ Church. One of his grandsons- also called Thomas William Walters Cradduck (through his oldest son, William) and one of his great grandsons (Ronald) were lost in the Second World War, both in November 1942. 

He was born at Chepstow on 16th April 1848. He had ten children- William (baptised at Holy Trinity 29th July 1877), Josephine in 1879, Robert Henry (bap HT 11th December 1881), Thomas Henry Underwood (bap HT 9th March 1884), Elizabeth (bap HT 13th August 1886), Ellen W (bap HT 21st April 1889), John James (bap HT 23rd August 1891), David Butler in 1893, Albert Edward (bap HT 7th June 1896) and Frances Hannah (bap HT 28th January 1899). 

 

In February 1887 Mr James Hamilton took over as Station Honorary Secretary, and was succeeded in that post by Alderman JG Oldfield, JP in 1889.

Unfortunately the location of the lifeboat station frequently caused problems, being located as it was, near a large ship-building yard and close to coal mines. Both the boathouse and lifeboat were found to be very dirty by the RNLI Inspector. John Callahan, Coxswain, was repeatedly warned about this. In February 1891 when the Inspector again found the boat ‘dirty and dusty’ John Callahan was dismissed. Thomas Cradduck, the 2nd cox for many years, was then appointed as Coxswain.

On Thursday 17th February 1892, as the lifeboat was being launched for a routine quarterly practice launch, a serious accident happened to Bernard Quayle, 35 years of age, a fisherman who lived at 66, Mount Pleasant. The lifeboat was being dragged on its carriage over the shingle on the beach; and Quayle, who was assisting slipped and fell. Before the carriage could be stopped one of the wheels ran over the lower part of his body. He was conveyed on the stretchers to the Whitehaven Infirmary, where it was found he had received severe internal injuries. He recovered from those injuries and died in late October 1926 at the Union Workhouse Infirmary aged 72. He was buried from the Town Mission in grave 4N372 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 28th October 1926. This was a pauper’s grave. Previous burials in this grave (unconnected to him) were Jane Walsh (from Holy Trinity) on 14th October and May Ratcliffe (from Christ Church) on 21st October. The Infirmary was the free hospital for the town and dying here does not necessarily indicate that he was resident at the Workhouse.

While he was incapacitated he was paid £1 per week by the RNLI. The last payment was on 27th May 1892, by which time he was able to walk with the aid of a stick. He was paid a total of £13/10.

At the 1891 census he was spelt Quail, and was aged 36. He had a wife Sarah Jane, and five children- John (11), Emily (8), Mona (4), Watson (2) and Esther (1). The details of his marriage cannot be traced.
On 17th September 1896 the 122 ton Schooner Kate of Peel, Isle of Man attempted to enter the harbour just after 5pm, but in heavy seas and a near gale force south-westerly, she missed the harbour entrance and was driven towards the shore, just north of the harbour. The steam tug Florence put to sea to help, and the lifeboat was launched at 6.15pm. The lifeboat managed to get a tow-line from the tug to the schooner, by then at anchor in very shallow water. Once the tow-line was secured, anchors were slipped and, slowly, the tug pulled the schooner into deeper water, the lifeboat then escorting them safely into the harbour, as the light began to fade.
On 9th October 1896 the Schooner Tom Ennor of Newquay, Cornwall (not the Tom Henry of Kirkwall as recorded in the service register) was wrecked. On Wednesday to Friday 7th to 9th October 1896 there were gales, heavy rainfall and spring high tides with thunder and lightning. This caused flooding at Harras Moor, Hensingham, Bransty Row, the Market Place, Maryport and the Cloffocks, Workington, also damage to the railway at Nethertown and north of Parton. On the Friday morning 9th October, the Tom Ennor missed the harbour in the high winds and anchored off the north shore. An unsuccessful attempt was made to tow her into harbour, and then the lifeboat was launched at 9.35 am and rescued all five crew into rough seas and a SW gale. The Tom Ennor later broke up. The previous evening the Swedish barque Charlotta went ashore at Maryport, and all her crew were saved. She too became a total wreck. 
On 21st December 1900 the Ship Bardowie of Glasgow (2,001 g.r.t.) (under the command of Captain Soutar of Liskeard, formerly Maryport) was on passage from Liverpool to Cardiff in ballast and had been stormbound for two weeks at Holyhead. She was being towed by the Sarah Jolliff, but broke away from her twice in the early hours of the morning of 20th December off St Bees Head. She lay off the port all the night of 20th/21st December at anchor, but was in danger of dragging her anchors. She was seen at first light, and the lifeboat was launched at 0800. However the harbour tug was unable to take her out in the wind (severe WNW gale) and very heavy sea conditions, and the Steam trawler Ebeneezer eventually took the lifeboat out-the tow-line parting several times. Six of her crew were then taken off, and her tug brought her safely into the North Harbour. All hands were exhausted, having had no sleep for three nights, and were suffering from cold and wet. They were taken to the Waverley hotel for attention then returned to Liverpool. She resumed her voyage on Saturday 29th December when a large crowd assembled to see her departure, with a new Whitehaven crew.
On 15th October 1902 the Barque Bengal of Frederickstad, Norway had lost her tow off in gale force conditions. She was loaded with Canadian timber for Messrs Jackson of Whitehaven. She had sailed around in the Solway all day, but the gale increased at nightfall, and she gave distress signals at around 2030. She had gone ashore off the Lonsdale Ironworks, about an hour before high tide and broadside on. The lifeboat could not be launched from station, and had to be taken through the town to the Marlborough slip to launch.  By then the Rocket Brigade had assembled on the railway embankment and successfully fired a line. The first man was brought ashore just after 2130, and all eleven men and the master (Captain Olsen of Dalhousie) were on dry land by 2230. They were all taken to the Grand Hotel for medical checks and hot drinks, but there were no significant injuries. Two of the masts fell at about 2200, and she became a total wreck. The wreck was sold on Tuesday 21st October, on the beach near the furnaces for £61 to Mr Henry Cartmell of Whitehaven, and the tow rope for £31.
There were 17 other launches of this lifeboat, for which details are not currently available, none of which saved life.

The sixth Boat-the 3nd RNLI boat-the ‘ 2nd Elizabeth Leicester’

On 27th June 1903 a new lifeboat was forwarded to Whitehaven. She was a 35’ x 8’6” 10 oared self righter built by Thanes Ironworks of London at a cost of £791/13/9. This lifeboat was appropriated to the original gift from Miss Leicester so was also named ‘Elizabeth Leicester’.

On 13th February 1904 the lifeboat-men and launchers were called out after news had been received that the schooner Janet Johnston of Barrow was in difficulties, in rough seas. But before the lifeboat could be launched, news was received that the vessel had got out of trouble un-aided and so the lifeboat was taken back to her boathouse without having been launched.

On 25th May 1907, news was received that the ship Lairo of Buenos Aires was in difficulties in heavy seas. The lifeboat was launched at 12.45 pm for the first time on service. But later more news was received, indicating that the vessel was no longer in need of assistance and so the lifeboat was recalled by signals and she returned to station at 3.00 pm.

In 1909 the lifeboat-house was demolished and a new boathouse built on the same site at a cost of £331/16/10.

In 1911 William Leadbetter took over as Coxswain.

The next service launch was to the SS Westmoreland on 7th February 1918. She had been torpedoed off the north coast of the Isle of Man by UB57 at the end of a long voyage from Wellington, New Zealand via Halifax, Nova Scotia to Liverpool conveying mainly lamb and rabbits for the troops. She escaped damaged and without power, one man lost his life. She had been driven ashore in a SW gale and rough seas off Drigg, and the lifeboat was launched at around 3.30pm , with the intention of taking it to Seascale by steam tug. However, just after launch, a 2nd message was received that no-one was on board the Westmoreland (they had all escaped in the ship’s lifeboat), so the lifeboat was recalled.

The Westmoreland was recovered in due course, repaired and resumed service. She was eventually sunk by U566 during WW2.
At about 2320 on 29th January 1920 an SOS was received at Seaforth, Liverpool from the 5 masted American schooner Jane Palmer that she was drifting north 16 miles SW of St Bees Head. The crew were summoned and made gallant attempts to launch in terrible conditions but were prevented from doing so by the tremendously heavy sea. Meanwhile a 2nd message was received that the vessel was sailing for Whitehaven and wanted the port tug to stand by to assist her entry, and cancelling the lifeboat. At 0430 on 30th January a third message was received from the ship that she was now NNE of Little Ross light, Scotland about to go ashore and requesting that local lifeboat to launch.

By 1924 there had been no further service calls so the Committee of Management recommended closure at its meeting of 18th December “with immediate effect”, the lifeboat to be taken to the RNLI store-yard at Poplar, London and sold.
THE LEGACY OF THE LIFEBOAT SERVICE
There was a Charity, the Anne Lowther Charity in support of the Whitehaven Lifeboat Crew (refer DH462/3 at WRO). This was originally established under the will of Anne Lowther (proved on 14th September 1888), re-established on 23rd June 1910, with the Trustees (the Local Committee of the Whitehaven Branch of the RNLI) being:

John McKinlay- Harbour Master

John Gaythorp Oldfield, Marine Terrace, Shipbroker

George Clare Bennett, Draper of Lowther Street

James Beattie, Earls Road, Shipbroker

William Brewster, Lonsdale Place, Shipbroker

Myles Burnyeat, Moresby House, Gentleman

John Angus Bent, Haig Avenue, Civil Servant

William Henry Chapman, Lowther Street, Solicitor

John Davis, Marine Terrace, Grocer

Ernest Lonsdale Nanson, Somerset House, Estate Agent

Henry Charles Reynalds, Corkickle, Secretary

Edward Stout, Oakbank, Timber Merchant

Alfred Streeton, 4 Victoria Road, Retired Master Mariner

Upon closure of the station in 1924 this Charity, with an annual income of under £50, was reassigned (on 19th January 1926) in support of the crews at other Solway Firth stations, plus Piel (Barrow) and Ramsey (Isle of Man)- to support extra drills, to provide extra clothing, to provide pensions or gratuities to those crew with 20 or more years of service, and to assist widows and children of members of those crews who lost their lives when on service.

From the Oldfield Papers (YDB 41/10/1) we know that this was endowed with a sum of £1031/11/4, and had an income of £12 per annum. In 1909 a sum of £250 was expended as part of the cost of the new boathouse (see above) in building a crew room, and the other income was spent on providing extra drills, and every five years to spend around £10 on new jerseys. However difficulty was found in spending the annual income! By 1910 there was a cash balance of £183/4/-, in addition to the principal.

The original trustees were Lord Lowther and Colonel James Robert Bain of Bolton Hall, Gosforth.

From Board of Trade Plans BT356/7635 and 10835 (now at WRO) we can see that permission was given on 26th April 1907 for a haul-off rope (1000 feet long) and block below High Water Mark, with a working buoy and a new trice up pole adjacent to the Lifeboat House, about 500 feet north of the north wall, and about 300 feet inshore, on the north edge of the shipyard.

This location for the station (see the Oldfield Papers was rented from Lord Lowther for 2/- per year from 11th November 1902. The overall plot of land measured 345 sq yds, being 202 feet east-west and 42 feet north-south with the building being at the landward end of the plot.

In 1910 Thomas Cradduck was paid £1/5 for two days work to clean and prepare the boat for the coronation of King George V, inclusive of the decorations.

The Oldfield papers also contain the Official letter from the RNLI, dated 20th December 1924, to close the station, on the grounds of the “inefficiency of the crew and other circumstances”. The Coxswain (William Leadbetter), 2nd Cox (Charles Goodwin) and the Bowman (William Simpson) (all with 14 years service) were entitled to pensions of 15/-, 7/6 and 5/- respectively for each year of service, and the signalman (Lowther Wilson), with 26 years service, to a pension of 3/- per year of service. The Signalman was also given a gratuity of £5 from the Anne Lowther Charity. Charles Goodwin died in February 1951 aged 80, Lowther Wilson in 1945 (aged 70)

William Leadbetter was also given a certificate of thanks on 6th April 1926.

In 1938 the Trustees of the Lowther Charity became Thomas Middleton Oldfield (the son of the now deceased John Gaythorp Oldfied) and Henry Richard Hunter Middleton.

By 1947 the annual income of the fund was £57/15. There were then three Whitehaven Men receiving an annual gratuity, and it was proposed to give a £10 annual gratuity to ex-Cox E. Charnley of the Barrow Boat (with 43 years service, including  2 as 2nd Cox and 28 as Cox), and £5 per annum to three Maryport men, consequent to the closure of that station.

In 1952, after further enquiries, four retired members of the Ramsey crew received 12 guineas between them, and the annual income of the scheme was now being fully expended.

By 1954 the Maryport men were receiving £8 per annum each, as were two members of the Kirkcudbright Crew, three from Barrow and six from Ramsey.

Ann Lowther was born in 1803, and there is a portrait of her on page 148 of ‘The Lowther family’ by Hugh Owen. She died on 16th August 1888 at Moresby House. 
It became Charity 242987, but was removed from the register on 10th December 2003 because all its funds were spent.
CONTINUATION OF LIFEBOAT SERVICE IN WEST CUMBRIA

On 18th December 1926 the Committee of Management of the RNLI decided to station a motor lifeboat at Workington, to lie afloat able to put to sea at all states of the tide- this being the only suitable harbour on the West Cumberland coast, subject to suitable dredging being carried out.

This station was not actually opened until 1948 on an experimental basis, made permanent after the 1949 closure of Maryport station after 84 years, 84 launches and 154 lives saved. Coxswain Reay of the Maryport boat was awarded the bronze medal in 1934 for service to the steamer Plawsworth, the silver medal of the Finnish government in 1935 for service to the steamer Esbo (each of his crew won the Bronze Medal) and in 1940 a clasp to his bronze medal for the service to the herring drifter Mourne Lass.

The Maryport boat left on 7th January 1950 bound for Freckleton, Preston.
There had been an earlier lifeboat at Workington from 1884-1905.

The first service of the new Workington boat was on 5th January 1950 to the coaster SS Turquoise.

In 1970 an inshore lifeboat station was established at St. Bees. A new boathouse was built in 1978 extended in 1985, and a further new boathouse built in 1995-each time necessary due to larger boats being deployed at the station. Over the years between 1970 and 2016 the crew have won 6 awards, including the RNLI Bronze Medal. Full details of the history of this station are to be found in St Bees Priory Church.
THE BOATS
Whitehaven No. 1 Boat
Un-named Harbour Commissioners Boat [1]   1804-1823

Un-named Harbour Commissioners Boat [2]   1823-1853
Un-named Harbour Commissioners Boat [3]   1853-1866

Elizabeth



    1866-
1884

Elizabeth Leicester [1]


   1884-1903

Elizabeth Leicester [2]


    1903-1924


Whitehaven No. 2 Boat (Seascale)

William Tomlinson 


1875-1886

Rescue




1886-1895
THE LAUNCHES
Whitehaven No. 1

17 Nov 1813 Brig BROTHERS of Workington

1 saved
31 Aug 1819 COUNTESS




8 saved
31 Aug 1819 THISTLE




Assist vessel & ? saved
5 Mar 1822 DOVE




Assist vessel
22 Feb 1861 Barque GHAETA of Italy


Assist vessel
14 Nov 1869 Brigantine ELIZABETH of Drogheda

7 saved
20 Aug 1871 Schooner INTREPID of Liverpool

Assist vessel
14 Dec 1871 Smack DENNISON LASS of Isle of Skye
5 saved
19 Mar 1874 Barque COMMERCE



1 saved

10 Oct 1878 Schooner ADA of Liverpool


Assist vessel

22 Nov 1881 Barque CARN TEAL



Assist vessel

10 May 1885 Barque THORSBJERG of Norway

Assist vessel

7 Jan 1886 Barque CYGNUS



Assist vessel


17 Sep 1896 Schooner KATE of Peel, Isle of Man

Assist vessel

9 Oct 1896 Schooner TOM ENNOR of Newquay

5 saved

21 Oct 1900 BARDOWIE of Glasgow


6 saved

15 Oct 1902 Barque BENGAL of Norway


Assist vessel

25 May 1907 LAIRO of Buenos Aires


Assist vessel

7 Feb 1918 SS WESTMORELAND


Assist veseel

Whitehaven No. 2 (Seascale)
26 Nov 1875 Schooner Isabella of Carlisle

3 saved

22 Nov 1881 Schooner Ada of Liverpool

Assist vessel
The Seascale section is based on research published by Trevor Morgan of Seascale on 17th June 1975 and made available through Neville Ramsden of Seascale.
Further references are Whitehaven News- page 7, 10th June 1875, Whitehaven News page 5, 28th October 1875, Whitehaven News page 5, 24th November 1881 and the Jeff Morris History, November 2011
This booklet is based on the History written by Jeff Morris, Honorary Archivist of the Lifeboat Enthusiasts’ Society, November 2011 supplemented by additional research by Stuart Nicholson 2011-2016 in the Cumberland Pacquet and Whitehaven News newspapers, also the Minute Books of Whitehaven Harbour Commissioners 1803-1898 (at WRO) and other Whitehaven Record Office (WRO) records as specified in the text.
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