HOLY TRINITY WORLD WAR 1 MEMORIAL
1. Abernethy, James

Private Abernethy (105571) of the 13th Battalion The Kings (Liverpool Regiment) died on 31st August 1918, age unknown.
He is buried in grave D17 of the Ecoust-St. Mein British Cemetery, 16km South East of Arras, France, where 151 soldiers are buried.

He lived at 12a Senhouse Street, , the son of William (died 20th July 1934 aged 60) and Hannah (died 21st May 1943 aged 76) Abernethy. He is also on the family gravestone 6E166 at Whitehaven Cemetery. 

He is also on the St. James Memorial

2. Acton, Abraham VC

Abraham was born in 1893 to Robert and Elizabeth at 2 Tysons Court (off Roper Street). He was baptised at Holy Trinity on 12th February 1893. There were 13 children in the family. His schooling was at Crosthwaite. He worked with his father at Harrington No. 10 Colliery, and later at Barrow Shipyard. Initially he and his brother Robert, both, by then, of 14a Peter Street, were in the Territorial Army, but he later became a full time soldier with B Company of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment, number 10694. Formerly he had been with A Company of the 5th Borders. His Victoria Cross (the highest award for valour in the face of the enemy) was won for his action at Rouges Bancs, near Armentiers, France on 21st December 1914 which saved 2 lives (one of whom was David Ross of Rosemary Lane, Whitehaven- a fellow member of the Hogarth Methodist Mission who had been lying for 75 hours exposed against the enemy trenches). Abraham was killed on the 16th May 1915 at the Battle of Festubert, at the age of 22. His soldier’s grave was subsequently destroyed, but he is remembered on Panels 19 and 20 of the Le Touret Memorial.  There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the Whitehaven News dated 15th February 1915. There was a Memorial Service at Hogarth Mission on June 6th 1915.

After the war his parents moved to the Isle of Man. Consequently Abraham is also commemorated on the War Memorial at Douglas St. Matthews Church as well as all 3 of the Whitehaven Church Memorials.

An Onyx timepiece and Purse of Gold were presented to his parents by the Borough Council at 3pm on Saturday 27th November 1915, and Mr J.D. Kenworthy presented the council with an oil painting of Private Acton.

His grandfather, also Abraham Acton, was a fisherman and a keen Liberal.

He was also commemorated on the Hogarth Methodist Mission Roll of Honour and on the St. James’ Memorial.
3. Asbridge, Henry

Acting Bombardier Asbridge (124753) of the 45th Anti-Aircraft Company, Royal Garrison Artillery died of wounds at Sandwich Military Hospital, Kent on 1st January 1918, aged 41. 
He was one of six men killed at Pegswell Bay as they tried to salvage a washed up mine, not realising what it was

He is buried in grave 1992 of Minster Cemetery, Thanet, having been based at RAF Manston.

He was the son of Henry and Ann Asbridge of 20 Mill Street.

4. Atkinson, William 

Corporal Atkinson (S/8339) of the 7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders died on 22nd August 1918, aged 22.
He lived at 53 Back Row, Newhouses. His father, James, lived at 70 Newtown. He was the oldest son.
He is buried in grave I.F. 15 of the Caestre Military Cemetery, France where 193 men are buried.

He had previously been wounded and had enlisted on 28th April 1915 having previously been a shifthand at Wellington Pit. His mother, Ellen, had died just eight weeks previously and had been buried on July 11th in grave 2U21 at Preston Quarter Cemetery. When he was born the family lived at 41 Back Row, Newhouses.
He is also on the St. Begh’s memorial.

5. Bawden, Richard

Private Bawden (1207) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 26th January 1919 according to the Borough of Whitehaven Roll of Honour.

He lived at 1 Ladysmith Terrace, Quay Street.

No other information is available as he is not in CWGC records, the death was not reported in the “Whitehaven News” and he died at Prestwich, Manchester, and must have been discharged by then..

He had married Eleanor Hutchinson at Holy Trinity on 18th April 1911 when he was aged 21, and was living at Quay Street. There is a local Richard Bawden in CWGC records but he died aged 20 in 1916 so is not the same person.

6. Beaty, John Snodden

Private Beaty (33991) of the 2nd Battalion South Wales Borderers died on 23rd April 1917 aged 26.
He has no known grave, but is remembered on Bay 6 of the Arras Memorial.

He lived at 9 Newtown, and was the brother of Robert Henry (see below) and of Margaret J (born 1899), and the son of John Henry & Jane (nee Gracey) Beaty. 
He is also commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour where his surname is given as Beattie.
7. Beaty, Robert Henry


Bandsman Private Beaty (DM2/171275) was with the Army Service Corps when he died on 14th November 1918 aged 25. 
He was buried on 20th November 1918 in grave 2X118 at Preston Quarter Cemetery, from the ASC training school at Hounslow.
He was the son of John Henry and Jane (nee Gracey) Beaty of 9, Newtown, and the brother of John Snodden Beaty above.
He is also commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour where his surname is given as Beattie.

8. Benson, Fred 

Private Benson (15426) of the 8th Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers died of fever on 24th October 1915, aged 18. 
He is buried in Grave D9 at the Alexandria (Chatby) Military and War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt, where 2,762 men are buried.
He was the son of Mrs F. Benson of 13 Carter Lane. Two other sons also served: Dr. John Carter Benson (number 2582) in the Royal Field Artillery, and Private Harold Benson (122740) in the RAF.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial

9. Boyle, James

Sergeant Boyle (21786) of the 7th Battalion Canadian Infantry (British Columbia Regiment) was missing, presumed killed in the St. Julien area on 24th April 1915, aged 29. 

He has no grave but is remembered on Panel 18-28-30 of the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial.

He was the son (last of 8 children) of Hugh and Jane Boyle of 1 Thompsons Court. After emigration he lived at Moose Jaw. His parents had married on 7th November 1867 at St. Nicholas’ Church. His father had been baptised at St. Begh’s on 16th October 1841 and was a seaman before marriage. Then he became a dyer and later am ironmonger’s warehouseman. He died in May 1903, and Jane died on 21st May 1932- both are buried in grave 1J33 at Whitehaven Cemetery. Jane died at 1 Thompson’s Court having lived there for over 50 years.
In 1917 an interesting ceremony was held by the Moose Jaw Oddfellows Society (to whose Mizpah Lodge he belonged). At their 17th annual ceremony to cherish the memory of their departed brothers a flag pole was erected in front of the Cemetery Chapel, and a mound made to represent the grave. Here wreaths and flowers were laid including a wreath of flowers, in the form of 3 links, the motto of the order. The ceremony was  accompanied by Moose Jaw Citizen’s Band. 
10. Brew, Arthur S

Private Brew (16406) of the 7th Battalion Canadian Infantry (British Columbia Regiment) died on 24th April 1915, aged 24 (born 12th October 1890).
He has no grave but is remembered on Panel 18-28-30 of the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial.

He lived at 27 Irish Street when in Whitehaven but his mother was living at 5 Station Road, Workington when he enlisted on 18th September 1914 at Valcartier, Canada. He was the 5th of 6 children of Robert and Sarah Ann Brew. Robert was a Master Clogger and died in November 1915. Sarah Ann died in October 1922. 
He was a carpenter who had arrived at Quebec in Canada on the Corsican on 17th September 1909 from Liverpool.  At the 1911 census he was living at Powell River, British Columbia. This is 100 miles north of Vancouver.
11. Burns, Robert
   
Private Burns (240668) of the 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 12th April 1917 aged 19. 
He is buried in Grave G28 of the Beaurains Road Cemetery near Arras, France where 331 men are buried.   
He was instantaneously killed when a shell landed near him. 
He was the step-son of Mr Aaron Jenkinson Wilson & son of Mrs Eliza Ann Wilkinson of 36 Wellington, West Strand.

He had been employed at the lamp cabin at William Pit, and enlisted on 12th November 1917 aged 17. 
He was an old scholar of the Mount Pleasant Mission Sunday School.  
He is also on the Town Mission memorial.
12. Campbell, William

Private Campbell (25130) of the 2nd Batallion South Wales Borderers died on 1st July 1916. He was formerly 9342 of the Border Regiment then 2414 of the 29th Division Cyclists Corps.

 He has no grave but is commemorated on the Pier and Face 4A of the Thiepval Memorial.

His medals were applied for by his sister, Mrs Mary Ann Brown of 31 Arrowthwaite.

He is also on the St Begh’s Memorial.
13. Casson, Joseph Henry Harry

Lance Corporal Casson (19637) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment died on 18th November 1916 at the Battle of the Ancre with V Corps, aged 27. 

He is buried in grave A32 of Waggon Road Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, France. There are 195 men buried here, 20km south of Arras. 46 are of 11th Borderers from attacks at Ancre in July and November 1916.

He was the son of Mary Norwood of 4 Senhouse Lane, and the husband of Sarah Casson (nee Abernethy) of 14a Peter Street. They had married at Holy Trinity on 24th February 1914.

Sarah re-married an Anthony Todd at Holy Trinity on 30th March 1918.

He is also on the St. James Memorial.

14. Collins, James

Bombardier Collins (SE/197, later 25197) of the X 37th Trench Mortar Bay Royal Garrison Artillery died at 8pm on 27th August 1916 aged 34. 
He is buried in Grave II D16 of Zouave Valley Cemetery, Souchez, 12km north of Arras. It is named from the French regiments which fought in this area. There are nearly 250 men buried here, many of which were concentrated here from the local area.
He died instantaneously when a grenade being fired burst at the gun, rather than with a time delay.

He was the son of Mrs Elizabeth Kelly of 14 Castle Row.

There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 12th October 1916.

15. Colquitt, John Robert

Private Colquitt (50779) of the 7th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 17th October 1918, aged 28. 
He is buried in Grave VII J 8A of the Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport, France.

To be buried here means that he died of wounds at one of 8 hospitals- the 3rd, 16th and 2nd Canadian, the No. 3 Convalescent Depot, the Lady Murrays B.R.C.S. Hospital, the 7th Canadian, the 16th & 47th US General.
He was the son of Philip and Catherine Ann Colquitt, and the husband of Jane Colquitt (nee Bridges) of 3 Gale Back Lane. The wedding had been at Holy Trinity on 31st October 1914.
He is also commemorated on the St. James’ Memorial and on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour. He is also commemorated on family gravestone 5A39 at Whitehaven Cemetery

16. Dickinson, John

Private Dickinson (26218) of the Somerset Light Infantry died on 2nd February 1917. 
He is buried in Grave IC3 at Bray Military Cemetery, 9km SE of Albert, France. There are 874 men here. The date of burial in this cemetery means that he died of wounds, at either the 5th, 38th or 48th Casualty Clearing Station.

17. Dixon, John

Private Dixon (18291) of 10th Battalion Durham Light Infantry died of wounds at 0300 on 14th August 1915 aged 25. 
He is buried at grave IV B5 of the Etaples Military Cemetery, 27km south of Boulogne where 11,478 men are buried- there were 4 hospitals and a convalescent depot here which could handle 22,000 casualties.
He had been wounded in the head on 30th July and died of a severe haemorrhage at No. 26 General Hospital.

He was the husband of Edith.Ann Dixon of 14 Quay Street who he had married at St. Nicholas on 3rd August 1912, and was known locally as “Dyke”. They had a two year old child, Harold, who had been baptised at Holy Trinity on 7th September 1913.
He was a collier at Wellington Pit, and enlisted on 6th August 1914, landing in France on 6th May 1915.

18. Duckworth, James

Private Duckworth (9846) of 2nd Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was presumed killed on 26th August 1914 aged 28.

He is commemorated at La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, 66 km east of Paris where 3,739 men of the British Expeditionary Force who died in August to October 1914 are commemorated.
He was the son of Ann Jane Duckworth and the late Thomas of 23 West Strand, but was born at Wigan and enlisted at Bury around 1904. Before then he had been an errand boy with Mr Edward King, grocer of George Street.
19. Dunn, Samuel Youldon

Private Dunn (S/15443) of 7th Battalion Cameron Highlanders was missing presumed killed aged 25 on 25th September 1915.

He is remembered on Panel 119 to 124 of the Loos Memorial, France, 5 km NW of Lens. Here 20,605 men with no known grave are commemorated.

His parents were Frederick Arthur and Martha Jane Dunn latterly of Llangollen but formerly of Whitehaven. He was born in the December quarter of 1890 at Askham near Dalton, Lancashire (the 4th child). He had only been in France since 8th July 1915. 
20. Eccles, Richard Henry

Private Eccles (032602) of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps 12th Company died on 19th February 1919 aged 38. 
He is buried in grave C189 of the Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery.

He was the son of the late Edmund and Ann Jane Eccles, and the husband of Annie Mary Eccles (nee Dodds) of 50 Church Street. Edmund, a postman had died in 1897 aged 47 and Ann Jane had died at Garlands in 1904 aged 49. A sister, Sarah Ann, had died at Workington in 1914 aged 25. He also had a brother-Isaac James who was 5 years younger. In 1881 the family had lived at 2 New Street, and in 1891 & 1901 at Ladypit Terrace. There was another younger brother, Edmund and sister Elizabeth A.
In 1911 he lived at 14 Queen Street, and had 2 children-Edmund and Thomas Wilson- both born at Harrington, as was his wife. He was a Draper’s Assistant. He had married on 25th June 1908 at Harrington.
21. Farragh, Martin

Private Farragh (4037) of the 1st Battalion Border Regiment died in the Gallipoli campaign on 24th July 1915, aged 24. He was killed by a shell in his dug out. 

He had initially been with the 2nd Battalion in France from 5th October 1914, but was then transferred to the 1st in Gallipoli on 19th January 1915. He had been wounded on 2nd March 1915 at Neuve Chapelle, France.
He had a grave originally which was later lost. He is now commemorated on the Special Memorial 31at Pink Farm Cemetery, Helles, Turkey. Pink (or Sotiri Farm) took its name from the red soil of the area. There are 602 men buried here, of which 250 are unidentified- 219 of those are remembered on the special memorials. This cemetery also contains graves from 6 other original local cemeteries. 
He was sitting in his dug out two days after landing in the Dardanelles and was killed instantly when a shell dropped right beside him. He was buried the same night.

He was a widower with two children (William James born 1911, baptised at Holy Trinity 2nd August 1911 and Elizabeth born 1913, baptised at Holy Trinity 10th September 1913) and a brother (James). He was a miner, and had been born at Kells. He had married Mary Murray in the December quarter of 1910 and was living at 6 James Place in 1911. Later he lived at 6 Bardy Lane.

22. Fisher, John Henry

Private Fisher (5316) of the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment died in the Battle of Messines on 7th June 1917 aged 37. The memorial incorrectly states Border Regiment (he had originally enlisted as 25770 with the Border Regiment).

He is buried in Grave I C7 of Wytschaefe Military Cemetery, Belgium. This is 7km south of Ypres. There are 1,002 men buried or commemorated here all concentrated here from the battlefields and smaller cemeteries.
He was the oldest son of Captain William Ward and Mrs Catherine Fisher previously of 13 Alexandra Terrace, Bransty, then 296 Laburnum Grove, Portsmouth. In 1881 the family lived at 4 Mill Street.
He started his working life as a Solicitor’s Clerk for Mr J.T. Anderson then went to work for the Natal Railway in Africa.

He is also on the St. James’ Memorial.

23. Graham, John Harper


Private Graham (10909) of 6th Battalion Border Regiment was posted missing presumed killed on 21st August 1915, aged 19 in the Gallipoli campaign. He had only landed in Gallipoli on 18th July 1915.
He has no known grave but is commemorated on Panels 119 to 125/222/223 of the Helles Memorial, Turkey.

He was the third of five children of John Harper and Ellen Jane Graham and lived at 10 North Row, Kells. The other children were George, Ellen, Mary and Annie. He had been baptised at Christ Church on 12th November 1896. His father died on 26th September 1930 aged 65 (then of 30 Monkwray Cottages), and his mother on 6th February 1936 aged 72.
He had previously worked at Ladysmith Pit. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” dated 23rd September 1915.

His sister, Ellen, married a George Harry Wyatt, a policeman from Barnsley at Christ Church on 1st January 1912. He had won the Victoria Cross in 1914 and died in 1964 (see entry 89 below).

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5C24 at Whitehaven Cemetery and on the Town Mission memorial.

24. Grant, John

Sergeant Grant (240014) of the 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st October 1918 from wounds, at the age of 30. 
He was buried on 6th October in grave 6H154 at Whitehaven Cemetery, from the Shirley Narren Auxiliary Hospital, Southampton. He was the son of Peter Grant (died 1938, a Roman catholic from Ireland) and Margaret (nee Murray, died 1904).
He lived at 14 Quay Street. He had married a Jane Furness in 1912. They had 2 children- William Threlkeld Grant (1913-1991) and Stanley (1915-1973). In 1923 Stanley emigrated to the United States with Jane (and her three children from the previous marriage) where he lived out the rest of his life having served for the US Army in WW2. William Threlkeld had gone a year earlier with his new father, Robert Langworthy. He also lived the rest of his days in the US and served in WW2 with the US Army.
Jane had previously been Jane Dixon- she married Isaac Furness in 1904 and they had 3 children before Isaac died in 1911. She married her second husband Robert Henry Langworthy at Holy Trinity on 27th September 1919. 

25. Grimwood, Oliver

Private Grimwood (4030) of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 25th September 1915 aged 22.

He is remembered on Panel 68 and 69 of the Loos Memorial, Lens, France.
He was the eldest son of Arthur and Eleanor (nee Pilkington) Grimwood of 9 Mark Lane, his father was a fisherman. He was a pit top labourer. His siblings were Isabel, James, Arthur and John Pilkington Grimwood. His mother died in June 1919 and his father at Meadow View House in 1940. Both are buried in grave 1Z2 22 of Preston Quarter Cemetery.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

26. Hall, Ernest

There is insufficient information to distinguish between two casualties of the King’s Royal Rifle Corps:
Rifleman E.J. Hall A/200197 (21st Battalion) died 4th November 1916, buried in grave IIIG4 at Ridgewood Military Cemetery, Belgium AND

Rifleman C/4491 (17th Battalion) died 13th June 1916, buried in grave III G27 of Le Touret Military Cemetery, Richebourg-l’Avoue, France
He may be the son of John Hall, born 1895 at Millom, living at 17 Harmless Hill in 1911 by when John was a widower. In 1901 they had been living at 20 Queen Street.
27. Hall, Ernest Frederick

Private Hall (13738) of the 11th Battalion Border Regiment went missing presumed killed on 10th July 1917 aged 21. He was officially posted as presumed killed on 28th March 1918.
He is commemorated on the Nieuport Memorial, Belgium. All 547 men commemorated here have no known grave. 
Private Hall died when XV corps were relieving French forces in this area between July and November 1917. He had enlisted on 9th October 1914/
He was the son of John Hall of 29 Senhouse Street. He had two older brothers John of 66 Middle Row, Newhouses and Tom of Beckbottom, Hensingham and two sisters Ada and Jane.
He is also on the St. James Memorial.
28. Hampson, James Hamilton

Private Hampson (202541) of the 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 17th April 1917 aged 19. 
He is buried in Grave II G 1 of the Duisans Military Cemetery, Etrun, France. This is 9km west of Arras. There are 3,205 men buried or commemorated here. There were mainly men who died of wounds at the 8th, 19th & 41st Casualty Clearing Stations.

He was the only son of John and Mary Hannah Hampson of 5a Albion Terrace. He had been apprenticed to Smiths Brothers Ltd. He was a member of the YMCA and also of the Sons of Temperance Friendly Society. His father died on 26th January 1923 aged 57, and his mother (at 76 Moresby Parks Cottages) on 12th September 1925 aged 59. His married sister, Eliza Isabel Bethwaite died on 7th June 1924 aged 36.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5C59 in Whitehaven Cemetery.

29. Henney, Robert


Sapper 79231 of the 184th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers died from wounds in the back on 15th June 1917, aged 31. He had formerly been 12399 of the Border Regiment.
He is buried in Grave XXII K26 of Etaples Military Cemetery, Boulogne, France from the 22nd General Hospital, Camiers. There are 10,771 great war burials here, from the 17 hospitals located in this area, which was remote from attack, but accessible by several railways. There were also over 100,000 troops camped here in the sand dunes.
He was the husband of Ruth E (nee Fox) who he had married in late 1912 of 9 Villiers Street, Sunderland, but they were living at 4, Rudd’s Court, Roper Street Whitehaven at the date of death. They had two children (one of whom was Frances).
He had enlisted in the 7th Battalion Border Regiment on 2nd September 1914 and transferred to the Royal Engineers on 25th September 1915. He had previously been a coal hewer at William Pit.

He was a son of James William Henney and Elizabeth Jane Cradduck. His father was drowned at sea off Workington aged 31 in January 1886 when the Whitehaven lifeboat capsized during the rescue of the barque “Cygnus” but his body was recovered and buried at Preston Quarter Cemetery. In 1890 his mother had re-married a David Hodgson Fletcher and the family were living in 1891 at Swallow Hill, Distington. In 1911 Robert was a Collier living at 108 Queen Street.

30. Hollings, Joseph Henry
Sergeant Hollings (L/1583) of the 5th Royal Irish Lancers died on 22nd June 1917, aged 26. 

He is buried in grave II H4 of the Unicorn Cemetery, Vend’Huile, France. This is 19km north of St Quentin. There are 1,008 burials here. Sergeant Hollings grave would have been removed here from the battlefield or one of several other small local cemeteries. 

He was born on 19th October 1891 at Kidhall (near Barwick-in-Elmet), Yorkshire- the second son of Robert Hollings Dyson Hollings and Margaret Annie Hollings of 256 Cemetery Road, Lidget Green, Bradford, and a native of Aberford, Leeds. He had married Ada Elizabeth Tomlinson (daughter of Jesse Tomlinson of 3, Newtown, Whitehaven) at Holy Trinity on 12th June 1916. His father was a publican and farmer.
 Their youngest son (Mark Abraham) had died on 30th October 1914.
31. Houghton, George

Private Houghton (235171, previously 6963) of the 4th Battalion Yorkshire Regiment died on 23rd April 1917, aged 31. 
He is commemorated on Bay 5 of the Arras Memorial, France. 
He was the son of Thomas and Emily Houghton of 51 Gonville Road, Bootle, Liverpool, (born there) and the husband of Eleanor of the Golden Lion Arch, Roper Street. She remarried a William Smallwood in 1921.
32. Huggins, John Warwick

Private Huggins (2913) of the 1st/8th Battalion Durham Light Infantry died on 26th April 1915. 
He is buried in Grave XII B29 at Perth Cemetery (China Wall), 3km east of Ypres, but was originally buried at Wallemolen German Cemetery, Passchendale.

He was with a mixed group of DLI and Canadians trying to drive some Germans out of a house where they had machine-guns and was fatally shot.

The Perth name comes from the fact that it was originally for the 2nd Scottish Rifles (who were based in Perth), and the China Wall from the Communication trench known as the Great Wall of China. Originally this was a French cemetery. The age of death tells us that Private Huggins was originally buried either on the battlefield or at one of a host of local Cemeteries in the area. There are 2,791 men buried or commemorated here.  

He was the son of Isaac and Mary Jane Huggins of 16 Roper Street, and a Professional Football player for Reading and Sunderland Football Clubs.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1W 68 at Preston Quarter Cemetery. His father had died on 14th September 1893 aged 46 (at the Central Hotel, Duke Street) and his mother died on 5th February 1931 aged 78. A brother, Frederick William, had died at Skidmore, USA on 28th February 1906 aged 29, and a sister, Edith Ellen Armstrong died at Rockhaven, Canada on 27th December 1924 aged 46.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
33. Irving, George

Private Irving (12797) of A Company, 7th Border Regiment died on 23rd April 1917, aged 32. 
He is commemorated on bay 6 of the Arras Memorial.

He was the son of George and Annie Irving (nee O’Fee) of Barkers Court, Market Place, and the husband of Sarah Ann Irving (nee Lewis) of 2 Nicholson’s Lane, West Strand. They had married at Holy Trinity on 10th October 1908. In 1901 the family were living at Front Row, Newhouses and George, aged 16, was a Coal Loco Driver.
34. Johnston, James Bowes

Acting Leading Seaman (Tyneside Z/3042) died on the SS Warsaw on 20th December 1917, aged 21.

The Warsaw was a defensively armed steamer on passage from St. Malo to Liverpool, when she was sunk by UB31 4 miles SE by E from Start Point, Devon. All seventeen men on board were lost. 

He is remembered on Panel 27 of the Chatham Naval Memorial.

He was the born on 29th November 1896, the son of Thomas Graham and Martha Johnston (nee Storey) of 32, Frazer Street, Workington, and the grandson of Thomas and Annie Johnston of 18 Howgill Street.
35. Kelly, Edward

Although the War Memorial states 8th Black Watch this seems to be Private Kelly (S/8364) of the 4th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders. He died on 9th April 1918, aged 24.

He is commemorated on Panel 72 of the Pozieres Memorial.

He was the son of William and Elizabeth Kelly of 3 Front Row, Newhouses and the husband of Margaret McGreavey (was Kelly, and nee Dockeray) of 70 Middle Row, Newhouses.

36. Kelly, Joseph

Private Kelly (352230) of the 7th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds received on 8th November at No. 10 General Hospital on 1st December 1918 aged 26.
He is buried in grave S II HH 23 of the St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen.
He was born at Hensingham and lived at 14 Castle Row, Newhouses. He was aged 23 years 120 days on enlistment on 17th January 1916. He had married Margaret Kelly (nee Sloan) on 18th January 1916 and they had a child, George Alexander born on 9th November 1916. While her husband was at war Margaret lived at 19 Back Ginns. He was not actually called up until 9th October 1917 and only went to France in March 1918. From 10th October to 18th November 1917 he was at Carlisle Military Hospital with scabies. He was initially posted to Moor Lane Camp, Great Crosby, Liverpool.
He had an older brother William (also of Castle Row) and four sisters- Charlotte Park & Hannah Kirkman both of Mill Street, Frizington, Frances of Pottery Road, and Margaret of 14 Castle Row. He was a coalminer.
He had been initially treated at 53 Field Hospital, and 21 CCS.

37. Kennedy, James

 Lance Corporal Kennedy (4809) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 30th March 1917, aged 23. He is commemorated on Bay 6 of the Arras Memorial- his grave having been lost in the course of the war.

He was the son of Mrs Elizabeth Kennedy (a widow) of Market Place.

He was a reservist who was called up in August 1914 and sent to France on 16th November 1914. He was wounded in 1915, when he lost a finger. He was involved in eight actions. His eldest brother enlisted in 1915, but was wounded early in 1916 and discharged.
He is also on the St. James & St. Nicholas Memorials.
38. Kennett, Joseph

Private Kennett (12116) of C Company 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 4th October 1916, aged 23.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He was the son of Frank and Margaret Kennett. His father, widowed by 1911 (Margaret had died aged 44 in July 1901) was a Fish and Chip dealer and Joseph was an assistant in the business. They lived at 35 Chapel Street in 1911. By the date of his enlistment on 1st September 1914 his sister, Lucy, was his next of kin. His brothers were Edwin (then living at 31 Brackenthwaite), Hamilton (in Australia) and his other sisters Martha (living at Moor Row) and Charlotte. By April 1917 (when his personal effects were returned) Martha was working at the Swan Hotel, Newby Bridge, and had previously been at the Trevelyan Hotel, Barrow-in-Furness. Lucy had married a William  Younghusband in late 1914 so Martha then became next of kin. Frank’s death can’t be readily traced.
He had only arrived in France on New Year’s Day 1916 at Etaples and had joined the battlefield on 28th January.
39. Kirkpatrick John William

Private Kirkpatrick (24602) of 15th Battalion Durham Light Infantry was killed in the trenches by a shell or mortar bomb on 9th June 1916, aged 22.

He is buried in grave I E39 of Dartmoor Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt, France, 3 km south east of Albert, France

There are 768 men buried here. It was named Dartmoor Cemetery because it was mainly used by the 8th & 9th Battalions of the Devonshire Regiment.

He was the only son of Richard & Mary Kirkpatrick of 3 Watson’s Yard, George Street. He enlisted in April 1915, and had previously been a platelayer on the Lowca to Harrington railway. He was a boxer and showed great promise in the sport.

He is also on the St. James Memorial.
40. Knight, Frederick


Private Knight (2432) of the 53rd Battalion Australian Infantry (the War Memorial and other local records incorrectly give his rank as Lance Corporal or Corporal) died on 26th September 1917, aged 30.

He is commemorated on Panels 7/17/23/25/27/29/31 of the Ypres (Main Gate) Memorial.

He was an Australian Citizen, but was the adopted son of Frank and  Eliza Pellatt of 21 Mill Street. He had been born in London. Alfred was a Stationary Engine Driver and Frederick was an office boy. All but one of the Pellatt family were from London and the SE so the family seem to have moved north between 1899 and 1901. Alfred died in October 1909, by then an electrician, aged 50.
He had been the son of William Selwood and Elizabeth Sophia Knight- William (a Master Mariner) died in 1886 aged 37. Elizabeth had been married to Thomas James Hodges in 1869 (died 1876, aged 30) and after William’s death remarried Henry Nash in 1887. He died aged 46 in Poplar workhouse in 1891, although at the 1891 census they were living at Bromley. Presumably Frederick was adopted out after the family went into the workhouse. In 1901 she married for the 4th time- to a William McLachlan. He died in 1914 and Elizabeth died in 1921 aged 69.
Frederick was a law clerk living at Clarinda Street, Parkes, New South Wales when he enlisted on 2nd May 1916 aged 28. His records state that he was born in London. He sailed with C Company of 53rd Battalion on A47 Mashobra from Sydney on 14th September 1916. The vessel arrived at Plymouth on 2nd November 1916. On 14th November 1916 he sailed with 14th Training Battalion on the Princess Henrietta from Folkestone to Etaples, joining the 53rd Battalion on 23rd December 1916. He was then on a Musketry course from 4th to 10th January 1917. On 29th March 1917 he attended 15th Field Ambulance with a knee injury (for which he was found blameless)- acute synovitis. He was moved to 3rd Australian Casualty Clearing Station on 3rd April, and later to the 1st then the 10th Convalescent Depots and finally the 3rd Rest Camp. He rejoined his unit on 27th April 1917.

41. Leece, Gaythorne

Private Leece of the Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry is a very difficult man to track down. The W & C Yeomanry was part of the Border Regiment.
It is known that he was born at Egremont in the June quarter of 1897, the fifth child of William and Annie Leece. At the 1901 census his father is shown as a millwright living at 48 Main Street.
The other children were Elsie, Annie E , Stanley and Mona.

No military records or death at any date can be found under this name.

It is believed that he enlisted under a false name, John, as 2800 and later 27666 in the W & C Yeomanry. He later transferred to the 6th Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment as G/31707 where he became Lance Corporal.
He died on 21st September 1918 aged 21.

He is buried in grave VI E11 of Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery, Epehy, France
42. Linton, William

 Sergeant Linton (21355) of the 87th Company Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) died on 28th January 1917, aged 28.  He had enlisted with the 1st Battalion Border Regiment as 9500.
A shell alighted by the gun and killed him instantly.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 5C & 12C of the Thiepval Memorial, his grave having been lost in the course of the war.
He was the son of John and Elizabeth Rodden of 3 Hamiltons Lane (Heslops Court). He had enlisted in 1908 and was keenly involved in regimental football. John and Elizabeth had married in 1899, presumably Elizabeth’s first husband, Mr Linton, died in the 1890’s. John Rodden died in 1924.
William had previously been employed as a labourer with Mr E. Moorhouse.

43. Mackin, Andrew

Driver Mackin (715129) of the Royal Field Artillery died on 19th April 1919 from wounds previously received, aged 25. 
He was buried in grave 6O293 on 22nd April 1919 at Whitehaven Cemetery, from St. Begh’s.

In civilian life he was a Coalminer and lived at 1 Cant’s Terrace, Newtown, the son of John and Mary Ann Mackin.
He is also on St. Begh’s War Memorial.

44. Mandle, William Lewis


Driver Lewis (56105) of the HQ 103rd Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 14th June 1917 aged 24.

He is now buried in grave II A27 of the Perth (China Wall) Cemetery, Belgium, but was initially given a battlefield burial with a comrade beside the stream where he fell. He was carrying ammunition to the guns while under severe enemy fire.
He was born at 8 Schoolhouse Lane, Whitehaven, and was the son of John and the late Catherine Ann Mandle latterly of Sella Park Cottages, Calderbridge.

He had been in the Army since November 1914 and had a brother in the Royal Engineers.

Previously he had been employed at Jackson’s timber yard.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial, the Calderbridge (Beckermet St. Bridget’s) Memorial and Roll of Honour.
45. Maxwell, William

Private Maxwell (6123) of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 16th May 1915, aged 24.

He is commemorated on Panels 19 and 20 of the Le Touret Memorial.

He was the husband of Margaret Hannah Lee (formerly Maxwell and nee Wignall) of 18 Hill Top Road. He had married in 1914.
The family lived at 23 Ginns, and he had worked at Ladysmith Pit and was fond of all kinds of sport. As well as his widow he left two small children-one of which was Robert. Margaret Hannah re-married Jacob Lee in the summer of 1916.
46. Middleditch, John Henry

Acting Sergeant Middleditch (56752) of D Battery 105th Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 8th August 1916 aged 37.

He is buried in grave VIII G 4 of Flatiron Copse Cemetery, Mametz, France. Of the 1,572 men buried or commemorated here over 1,100 were reinterred here from battlefield graves or smaller local cemeteries.
He lived at 4 Watsons Court, Tangier Street and was married (September quarter of 1901 to Lizzie Morris). He had worked at William Pit and lived in Whitehaven since 1901, but was born in Swansea. He was well known locally for his football and had played with Parton Northern Union Club. They had two children- William Henry (baptised at Holy Trinity 24th January 1906 and buried from St. James on June 3rd 1907 in  grave 4F221 at Preston Quarter Cemetery- a common grave, one other child buried there on May 13th) and Mary Elizabeth baptised at Holy Trinity on 4th March 1915, died aged 3 days and buried from Holy Trinity on March 8th 1915 in  grave 4U184- a common grave, three other children buried there.

He is also on the St. James Memorial.

47. Moffat, Ernest Edwin

Private Moffat (202780, formerly 4439) of the 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 20th November 1917 aged 19.

He is commemorated on Panel 7 of the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, France. This memorial is to 7.058 men who died in the Battle of Cambrai (20th November to 3rd December 1917), who have no known grave.

He lived at Cant’s Terrace, Newtown but was born at Hindrigg, Aspatria- the son of George and Margaret.

48. Morris, James

Private Morris (4340) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 17th May 1915.
He is buried in grave I A23 of Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, France. This is 45km south east of Calais. St. Omer was the general headquarters of the British Expeditionary Force from October 1914 to March 1916. There are 2,874 Great War and 4-3 WW2 burials here, plus 262 men of non Commonwealth nations and a small number of non war burials. Originally this was the triangular cemetery of the Garrison.

He was the youngest of 7 children of James and Hannah (nee Dobson) Morris of 5 Peat’s Place, Mark Lane (their marriage was on 16th March 1880 at Holy Trinity). In 1911 he was boarding with the Watterson family at 37 George Street (his sister, Elizabeth, had married Henry Watterson in 1909). His mother had died in December 1901 and his father died in April 1919- both are buried at Whitehaven Cemetery. He is also commemorated on the family gravestone there-1Z2 14 which reads: "In loving memory of/JAMES MORRIS/who died April 10th 1919/and of HANNAH his wife/who died Dec. 12th 1901/aged 42 years./Also of their children/EUGINE, died July 26th 1899/Aged 14 years & 10 months. /JAMES/Killed in Action in France,/May 17th 1915, aged 20 years./HENRY WATTERSON/Grandson of the above, /Died Nov. 12th 1935/Aged 19 years./LILLY MORRIS/Daughter of the above/Died Jan 15th 1940/Aged 43 years."
His siblings were William, Thomas, Eugine (see above), Elizabeth, Hannah and Lily. William, the oldest, was the only one to be baptised in the Church of England.

He had worked for the National Telephone Company on the wires. There is a photograph of him om page 8 of the “Whitehaven News” dated 3rd June 1915. His father had served for 20 years in the Royal Navy and 3 years in the American Navy and had also been coxswain of the Whitehaven lifeboat.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

49. Morton, William Gunson 
Lance Corporal Morton (240603) of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 13th September 1918, aged 21.

He is buried in Plot 1, Row F Grave 10 of the Dueville Communal Cemetery Extension, 12km north of Vicenza, Italy. He died from fever at the 9th Casualty Clearing Station at the Village School. There are 134 men buried here.
He was one of 8 children of William Crowther and Jane Morton (nee Fisher)- married at St James’ on 23rd April 1888. The family live at 94 Scotch Street and William Crowther was a Draper who died in 1923 aged 67.
He is also on the St. James Memorial.       

50. Murray, James



Private Murray (5899) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died from loss of blood after being shot through both thighs on 30th April 1915 aged 46, but 41 according to the 1911 census.

He is buried in grave III F5 of Estaires Communal Cemetery and Extension. This is 11km west of Armentiers, France and 875 men are interred here.

He lived at Mitchell’s Court, Irish Street and was married to Mary Hannah Murray (nee Seaton- a 2nd marriage in 1906) of 3 Thompson’s Court, Irish Street. At the time of his death she was living at Mitchell’s Court, Irish Street. They had two grown up daughters (both screen girls)- Jane Ann Seaton (19 in 1911) and Mary Francis Seaton (16 in 1911). Jane had married a John Weldon in 1912. By the time of James’ death they had had the first of 9 children-Alice. At the 1911 census they were living at Bardy’s steps.
51. Murray, William

Private Murray (5905) of 16 Platoon D Company 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st July 1916.

He had previously served in the Gallipoli campaign and was injured there on 31st May 1915.

He is buried in Grave II A 48 at the Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont- Hamel, France.
His widow later lived at 26 Ribton Lane and was married with a son, but at the time his address was 1 James Place, West Street. He had been a shifthand at Ladysmith Pit.

52. McCutcheon, William James

Private McCutcheon (S/8499) of 1st Battalion Seaforth Highlanders died of wounds (incurred on 9th November) on 15th November 1917 aged 25. He had initially joined the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment but was discharged after six weeks due to his eyesight. He joined the Seaforth Highlanders in 1915. He was wounded in France in 1916, but recovered and was sent to Mesopotomia in April 1917.

He is buried in grave XII F6 of the Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iran. There are 4,160 burials or commemorations here.

Due to the political situation the cemetery is not currently open and the records are in the U.K.

He was the husband of Elizabeth McCutcheon (nee Gill) of Telfer’s Court, Brackenthwaite, who he had married in the June quarter of 1911. He had been a miner at Wellington Pit. They had one boy, William who was aged 2 at the date of his father’s death, and had been baptised at Holy Trinity on 3rd February 1915 when the family lived at 84 George Street.

They had had a little girl, Jessie, baptised on 16th April 1913, when they lived at 24 Duke Street. She died in March 1915 and was buried from Holy Trinity on 22nd March in common grave 4N186 at Whitehaven Cemetery.

He is also on the St. James Memorial.
53. McGill Robert

Private McGill (1045052) of 20th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) died on 28th August 1918, aged 29. While with his platoon in the Sunken Road, during an attack South of Haucourt, he was shot through the head by an enemy rifle bullet and was instantly killed. (The memorial incorrectly states that he was a Sergeant).

When he joined up he was living at 71 Sandwich Road, Walkerville, Ontario- a machinist. His next of kin was his brother, James- of 58 Lincoln Road, Barrow in Furness. He had enlisted at Ontario on 21st July 1916.

He is buried in grave I B34 of the Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, Haucourt, France.

He was the son of Abraham and Catherine McGill and had been born on 27th July 1889 and had worked at William Pit before emigration in 1910 or 1911. His father was a builder and contractor.

He is also on St. James Memorial.

54. McGuinness, Felix

Private McGuinness (2732) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 23rd September 1916 from wounds sustained 8 days earlier, aged 21.

He is buried in grave Div 3 H1 of Ste Marie Cemetery, Le Havre, France. There are 1,690 army and naval burials of the Great War here.

He was the son of Robert and Margaret of 35 New Street.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
55. McLaughlin, John

Private McLaughlin (3/11030) of 2nd Battalion Durham Light Infantry died on 9th August 1915, aged 35. The memorial incorrectly spells the surname as McLoughlin.

He is commemorated on Panels 36 and 38 of the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial.

He was the husband of Eliza (nee Conery): they married in the June quarter of 1902. She remarried in the September quarter of 1917 and became Eliza Westgarth (wife of John) of 10 Iris Terrace, Crawcrook, Ryton, County Durham.

His brother Robert is number 115 below.

It is assumed that this is the right man, as the memorial states that he was in the 5th Battalion Border Regiment., but there is no matching CWGC entry. There is a 26073, Border Regiment John McLoughlin in the Medal Rolls but he does not seem to have died in the War.
56. McLaughlin, Robert

Private McLaughlin (8/15756) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died in the attack on Vimy Ridge on 8th May 1916, aged 20. 
He is buried in grave I J 17 of the Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi, 8km NW of Arras. There are 1,729 commonwealth burials, 786 French and 4 German here.
He was a son of John & Catherine McLaughlin of 38 Strand Street- Cummings Lane, Newtown in 1901 and 54 Front Ginns in 1911. At the age of 15 Robert was a Collier Electric Engine minder underground. John had died in June 1903 aged 33.

57. Parr, Thomas

Captain Parr was the master of the SS Wyndhurst when it was sunk on 6th December 1917, aged 45.

He is commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial to mariners without a known grave. All eleven seamen were lost when she was torpedoed by UC71 30 miles south of St, Catherine’s Point, Isle of Wight while on passage from Penarth to Rouen.
He was the son of Thomas and Isabell Parr and the husband of Mary Parr (nee Thompson), of 57 Church Street. The wedding had been at Holy Trinity on 5th April 1890.  He had two sons who were minesweepers Tom and David, a married daughter and three children at school. His father was drowned in a herring boat.
He is also commemorated on the gravestone of his wife, Mary, 6E 279 at Whitehaven Cemetery. She died on 23rd January 1940 aged 69. Their son-in-law, Walter Harrison, died at sea on 4th July 1940 aged 38. 
Another Whitehaven man went down with the Wyndhurst, who is not on any Memorial. He was 2nd Officer Robert Nave, aged 39. He was the husband of Elizabeth Jane Nave of Floraville Cottage, Back Corkickle, and the son of William and Mary Ann Nave. They had one child.
Captain Parr is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
58. Pater, Charles William


Deckhand Pater (20795DA) was one of five men who died on Sunday 27th October 1918 when the naval drifter HMD Calceolaria was sunk by a mine from the German submarine UB-12 (Ernst Scholler) near the Elbow Light Vessel. This is off North Foreland, Kent.

He was aged 35 (born 27th May 1883) and is commemorated on Panel 29 of the Plymouth Naval Memorial.

He lived at 1 Ladysmith Terrace, Quay Street and was the husband of Catherine Pater (nee Hayton) . There is a photograph of him on Ancestry. In 1891 the family lived at 3 Pattinson’s buildings. His father (also Charles William aged 35 was also a Master Fisherman from Liverpool, and his mother was Margaret, nee Acton, married at Holy Trinity on 30th May 1882). By 1901 the family lived at 31 Quay Street. The marriage had been at Holy Trinity on 11th March 1911. They had six children. He had formerly been the master of the fishing smack “Maria” and was a member of the lifeboat crew. He joined up in May 1918. The “Maria” was number WA17, official number 67121. The log books for 1907 to 1914 for this vessel are in Whitehaven Record Office (YTRS 1/365). Throughout this period Charles William Pater was the skipper, and owner. His brothers James and Thomas Henry were the other crew for the first year. James left the boat at the end of 1907, and Thomas Henry in mid 1908. Until 1911 she was then a four or even 5 man vessel, and was in port on census night 1911. On 1st November 1911 she became a three hander again. In mid 1913 he moved to Hamilton Lane.
The Port of Whitehaven Shipping Register informs us that she was built at Bransty by William Huddart in 1870, but had previously been at Fleetwood, and was moved on to the Whitehaven Register on 10th April 1907.
The Maria foundered on 20th August 1926 in a storm off Harrington, and two lives were lost. Charles William senior owned the vessel after his son’s death.

The story of this disaster is that she left Whitehaven at 9am to fish off St. Bees, at 10.30 a squall forced them to make for home in a heavy sea. They could not make the port, tried to anchor in Parton Bay but the anchors would not hold. They lost the mainsail at 4pm, and took to the lifeboat at 5.20pm, heading with the sea for Harrington. A big wave swept one of the crew overboard, the boat then capsized and the skipper drowned. The other crewman tried to swim ashore when the boat righted, but was rescued by a chain of men from the shore. The Whitehaven Rocket Brigade were alerted at 5pm, but arrived too late at 5.30pm, the sailing Maryport lifeboat arrived at 8.30 pm. There was an inquest at Workington two days later. The victims were William Henry Ellis (53, married, 29 West Strand, late of Fleetwood and the skipper), and John William Anderson (48, married, Charles Street). William Ellis was buried from St. James’ in 5H178 and John Anderson from Christ Church in 5H123 at Whitehaven Cemetery, both on 25th August 1926.
His father died on 16th November 1926 after a long illness, and left £507. He was buried on 21st November from Holy Trinity in grave 1X111 at Whitehaven Cemetery. There is an obituary in the Whitehaven News of 25th November 1926. His mother died in 1920 and was buried in the same grave on 13th April. 
The children were John James (baptised 28th July 1909, married Margaret Bewsher in 1935 and died 1973), Thomas (baptised 2nd April 1911, married Agnes Mulholland 1933 and died 1971), Joseph (baptised 26th February 1913, died later in 1913), Margaret (baptised 29th October 1913, married George Irving 1936 and died 1998), Mary (baptised 27th May 1914, married Thomas Quinn 1935) and Alice (baptised 1st August 1915)- all at Holy Trinity.

The other men who died on the drifter were ordinary Seamen Thomas Bennett of Golborne, Lancashire and Cecil F Brush, also deckhands John Lindsay and Duncan McMillan.
59. Priestman, John

John Priestman was a 17 year old apprentice on board the Glasgow registered SS Ava, when it was sunk on 26th January 1917. 
He is commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial. Ninety two lives (all hands) were lost when she was torpedoed by U45 nine miles off Lynas Point, South West Ireland, on passage from Liverpool to Rangoon via Dakar. 

He was the son of James William and the late Margaret Jane Priestman, then of 5 Mountain View, but born at Mungrisedale. His father was a Schoolmaster in Mungrisedale.
60. Quin, Joseph
Bomabardier Quinn (81174) of 42nd Battery 2nd Brigade Royal Field Artillery died of typhoid fever on 24th June 1918 aged 29.  CWGC records list him as Driver Quinn. 

He is buried in grave III A7 of Esquelbecq Military Cemetery, 24km north of Hazebrouck, France near the Belgian border.

He was the son of William and Maria Quinn of 4 Rosemary Lane. His brother is the next casualty. There was another brother, who was also a driver in the Royal Field Artillery.
He had worked at William Pit then at a pit in Yorkshire, where he lived with his sister.

61. Quin, John

Private Quinn (10907) of A Company 6th Battalion Border Regiment died on 9th August 1915 having only landed in Gallipoli on 18th July. The CWGC and Border Regiment records spell his surname as Quinn.
He is commemorated on Panel 119 to 125/222 & 223 of the Helles Memorial, Turkey.
He was the son of William and Maria Quinn of 4 Rosemary Lane. His brother is the previous casualty. There was another brother, who was also a driver in the Royal Field Artillery.

62. Shuttleworth, Henry

This is believed to be 2nd class Airman Harry Shuttleworth (108290) who died on 7th January 1919 aged 21.

He is buried in grave I E24 of Doullens Communal Cemetery Extension 2, France. This is 30km north of Amiens. There are 374  Commonwealth and 87 German soldiers buried here.

His parents John William and Alice are stated to be from Keighley, Yorkshire. His links to Whitehaven are unknown, and the GRO and censuses are unable to shed any light on the subject, as are parish wedding and baptism registers.
63. Signoretti, Francis


Gunner Signoretti (715466) of the 50th T.M. Battery, Royal Field Artillery died on 1st October 1918 aged 22. He had formerly been Driver 1095).
He is buried in grave I F7 of the Glageon Communal Cemetery Extension (56km east of Cambrai).
There are 308 graves here, mainly of Prisoners of War, of which he was one.

He was the son of John and Catharine Signoretti of 22 Swing Pump Lane.
He is also remembered on the St. Begh’s Catholic Boys Brigade Roll of Honour and on the St. Beghs War Memorial.
64. Smith, Henry

Lance Corporal Smith (2333) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 14th July 1915 aged 23.

He is buried in grave I D11 of Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension (Nord), France

He was the son of Richard Smith of 21 Ribton Lane.
65. Smith, Robert

Private (2nd Lieutenant on the memorial) Smith (6141) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 19th April 1916 aged 22. 

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A/7C of the Thiepval Memorial, his battlefield grave having been lost in the course of the war.
He was one of four men in a trench which was blown in, he incurred a severe head wound and death was instantaneous. His officer was killed with him. 

He was the son of Joseph and Louisa Smith of 26 North Row Kells, later 7 Snaefell Terrace.
He had previously been employed by Dixons & Shippens, fish merchants of the Market Place and then as a bogie hand at William Pit.
66. Stevens, Albert John

Private Stevens (10947) of 6th Battalion East Lancashire Regiment died on 5th April 1916 aged 21.
He is remembered on Panel 19 of the Basra Memorial, Iraq.

He was the eldest son of John and Susannah Stevens of 1 Peat Place, Newtown.

67. Strand, John William

Private Strand (34201) of the 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st October 1918 aged 31.
He is commemorated on Panel 6 of the Vis-en-Artois Memorial (10km south east of Arras), France. There are 9.850 names here, of men with no known grave, of those who died in the Advance to Victory in Picardy and Artois, between the Somme and Loos.

He lived at the Royal Standard Hotel, West Strand, where he was the publican. He had married Evelyn (nee Dyson) at Cleator Moor on 28th November 1912. They had three children- William born 28th January 1913, ? born 14th January 1915 and Evelyn born 2nd October 1916.
He was born in Manchester, had two brothers James and Charles (Amusements Carters of  Edinburgh) and three sisters.

He was called up on 26th April 1917, and became Lance Corporal on 5th June with the 3rd Battalion. He was reduced back to the ranks on 2nd August with the 6th Battalion when he went to France until 24th October 1917 due to being wounded on 4th October 1917. He was sent to the Lichfield War Hospital. After a period back in England he was sent back to France on 28th June 1918 this time with the 5th Battalion.

68. Tweddle, James

Private Tweddle (15532) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st July 1916 aged 25.

He is commemorated on the Pier, and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.
He was the husband of Jane Ann Tweddle (nee Weir, married Summer 1912) and they lived at Albion Street, Whitehaven. His wife’s parents lived at 164 Queen Street, and his parents at Lowca where he had worked at the No. 9 colliery. As well as his wife he left one young child-James. There had been another child, Jane Ann, born 1913 and died 1914 aged 9 months.
There is a photograph of him in the “News” dated 20th July 1916.

He is also on the Lowca War Memorial.
69. Tyson, Daniel Hanvey

Private Tyson (GS/76729) of the 26th Battalion Royal Fusiliers died of wounds on 14th July 1918 aged 19. A shell burst near him causing severe injuries, he died soon afterwards.

He is buried in grave IV F11 of the La Clytte Military Cemetery (8km west of Ypres) where 1,082 men are buried. La Clytte was Brigade Headquarters. He was moved here after the war as he was originally given a battlefield burial.

He was the son of George E and Hannah S Tyson of 28 Scotch Street.   He had formerly been Tr/10/68697 of 106th T.R.  He had worked for Messrs J.G. Oldfield, shipbrokers of Whitehaven before joining up in April 1917.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
70. Vallely, Henry
Private Vallely is a difficult casualty to trace as there is no such gentleman on CWGC records.

From the Medal Rolls there is a Private Vallely (25255) of the 5th Border Regiment and subsequently 420735 of the Labour Corps. He was discharged on 22nd January 1918 (according to Borough Records) which suggests that he might have re-enlisted to serve with the Labour Corps. However no trace of a death can be found anywhere. The nearest death is in 1967, if he returned to Whitehaven.

He lived at 10 Ribton Lane before the war. At the 1901 census the head of the family was his mother, Esther, and he was the fourth of six children, born at Askham in 1892. Esther died in 1917.
The strong suspicion is that there has been confusion here as his older brother, John, born at Barrow in 1886 died two hours after being wounded by a piece of German shell on 6th October 1916 aged 30.

He was Bombardier 45387 of C Battery 124th Brigade Royal Field Artillery.
He is buried in grave I A14 of Fosse No. 10 Communal Cemetery Extension, Sains-en-Gomelle, near Arras, France and had served in India for seven years before the Great War.

There is a photograph of him in the “News” dated 26th October 1916.

Intriguingly John is shown on the other part of the memorial as having survived, which just strengthens the view of a mix up having happened.

71. Walker, Joseph

Private Walker (24984) of the 7th Battalion Border Regiment died at the age of 31 from wounds on 1st April 1918. 
He was buried in grave 6H558 of Whitehaven Cemetery on 7th April 1918, from the Warren Road Military Hospital, Guildford.

He lived at 5 Littledale Lane, West Strand and was a miner. His parents were Henry and Mary Ann Walker. He was aged 29 years 180 days when he enlisted on December 12th 1915. He had been sent to France on 1st December 1916, was injured on 10th February 1917 (left shoulder wound) and sent back to England on 17th February and discharged from the Lord Derby War Hospital, Warrington on 26th May 1917. He returned to France on 26th October 1917, was wounded on 21st March 1918 (fractured spine resulting in total paraplegia and gradually slipped away), treated at 56 CCS, then 26 General Hospital and sent back to England on 27th March 1918.
He had an older brother, James, of Newhouses and a younger brother Ralph of Bishop Auckland, also two sisters Elizabeth Fitzgerald of Briggs Court, Scotch Street and June Walker living at home.

72. Whitson, Harold

Private Whitson (58180) of the 13th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers died on 29th August 1918, aged 16. The War Memorial gives his rank as Lance Corporal which is impossible. He had originally been with the South Wales Borderers (50028).
He is buried in grave R II G3 of the St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen. There are 8,346 Great War servicemen buried here. Most were buried from one of 17 hospitals in the area.

He was the son of the late Alfred and Mary Whitson (nee O’Fee).
73. Wilkinson, William

Gunner Wilkinson (116226) of D Battery 91 Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 24th April 1918 aged 22.

He is buried in Grave 38 of the Blangy-Tronville Communal Cemetery, France 10km east of Amiens where there are 42 burials.
He was living in a small dug out he had made for himself as the rule was that as few men as possible should be in a dug out to avoid heavy casualties. At around 0430 the enemy opened up a hurricane bombardment with our guns vigorously replying. A shell with a sensitive fuse landed close to the opening of his dug out, he sat up, a splinter caught him in the head and he died instantly.  His body was buried the following day when the fighting ceased.
He was the son of William and Frances Alice Wilkinson of 50 Duke Street. He was educated at Holy Trinity School, a member of the YMCA and a regular attender at the St. Nicholas Young Men’s Bible Class.
He then took up farm work at Mr J. Brown of Chapel House, Hensingham before enlisting in November 1915. He lived at 11 Albert Terrace.
He is also on the Congregational Church, St. James & St. Nicholas Memorials, and is further commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour.

74. Wilson, Crosby

Chief Electrical Artificer 2nd Class (347019) Royal Navy died on HMS Indefatigible on 31st May 1916, aged 34.

HMS Indefatigible, a battlecruiser and leadship of her class was sunk during the Battle of Jutland. Shells from the Von der Tann caused an explosion ripping a hole in her hull, and a second explosion hurled large pieces of the ship 200 feet in the air. It is thought that one of the shells scored a direct hit on the Ammunition Store. Only two of her 1,017 crew survived when she sank within seconds. Her master survived, but died shortly afterwards. Mount Indefatigible in the Canadian Rockies was named after her in 1917. The two survivors were rescued by the German torpedo boat S18.

The wreck position was 56o51’N, 5o30’E, but she was salvaged in 1958 by German and Danish divers, in spite of being a war grave, and is now unrecognisable.

He is remembered on Panel 16 of the Plymouth Naval Memorial.

He was the son of Joseph and Mary Wilson, and the husband of Ethel Mary Ann Wilson of 107 Morland Road, Weston-super-Mare, Somerset. He was born on 1st April 1882 not baptised until 11th April 1915 (at Holy Trinity)- presumably in preparation for his wedding. The family had lived at 46 Newtown, Whitehaven. He served his time at Lowca Engineering Works and had been in the Navy for twelve years (since 5th October 1904), latterly living at 29 Pasley Street, Stoke, Devonport, Plymouth. He had previously served on the Defiance 5 times , the Empress of India, the Montagu, the Cornwall, the Indus, the Vanguard, and the Magnificent. He had been on the Indefatigible since 5 July 1913 and had been promoted to Chief EA on 1st April 1914
He is also on the Methodist Church Memorial.
75. Wilson, Matthew Robson

Lance Corporal Wilson (2230) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 19th May 1915 aged 27.
He is commemorated on Panel 35 of the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.

He lived at 11 Back Row, Newtown and was the husband of Margaret Cape (nee Lindsay). He had three children-Janet (born 1906), Matthew (born 1908) and John (1910). In 1901 the family had lived at Burnyeat’s Passage.  In late 1915 Margaret re-married a John Barry.
TO THE ABOVE NAMES SHOULD BE ADDED

76. Adam, Henry William
Lieutenant Adam of the Royal Air Force died while flying over the North Sea from HMS Glorious on 4th July 1918 aged 22.

He is buried in Grave 36.44 of Lytham (St. Cuthbert) Churchyard, Lancashire.

He was born at Chirton Vicarage, Devizes, Wiltshire, the son of Revd Henry Thomas and Mrs Emily Adam. His father was Vicar of Christ Church from 1899 to 1917 before retiring to Lytham.

Henry William (or Rex as he was known) Adam had been studying for the Ministry at Queen’s College, Cambridge but left to join the Royal Naval Air Service. He was educated at St Bees where he took an active part in the Cadet Corps. He had sung in the Christ Church choir and read lessons there. His brother Tom served in the Royal Engineers.

77. Braithwaite, Charles Pearson
Stoker 1st Class (K/50409) died in an accident at HMS Vivid II (an accounting base at Devonport) on 17th December 1919 aged 20. He fell down a hatchway and fractured his skull and vertebrae
He was buried from Devonport Shipyard in grave 1X107at Preston Quarter Cemetery from Christ Church. He was engaged to be married to Martha Lewthwaite.

He was born at Moor Row on 21st January 1898, his sister of same age was Polly Ball of Pottery House Ginns, and his foster parents were William and Elizabeth Ball. In 1911 the family lived at 1 Longmire Court, Queen Street. Other siblings of his foster family were Sarah, Emma, William Smith and George Ball. He had enlisted on 9th March 1918.
78. Cheetham, William Irwin or Irving (sources vary)
Private Cheetham (297721) of the Royal Army Service Corps died on 7th June 1918 aged 35.

At his death he was discharged, having been invalided out of the army on 6th April 1918, due to Tuberculosis. He had spent the month before discharge at Bradford War Hospital, and was then sent to a sanatorium, but he died at home, employed as a Coach Inspector.

He was buried in grave 1V74 (the family grave) at Preston Quarter Cemetery on 11th June 1918 by the Vicar of Christ Church, but is not on CWGC records.

He had married Emma Carr at St. Nicholas Church on 25th December 1916, his first wife (Sophia Florence, nee Nelson) having died in January 1915 aged 24. He had two children by his first wife- Annie (born 6th May 1907) and Emmeline Turner (born 1st May 1908), They were both living at Ivegill when he enlisted on 29th May 1916. In 1911 he was living at 14 Addison Street. There had also been another child of the first marriage-Southward who died aged 11 months in September 1912.
At the time of enlistment he was a Chauffeur living at 41 New Street, but had moved to 15 Scotch Street by the time he married. They then set up their family home at Emma’s home, 37 South Row Kells.

His father, William, had died at 41 New Street in July 1912 (a cab proprietor), as had his mother Emmeline Turner in May 1913 and his grandmother Jane Jennie in September 1906. William Irwin was the oldest if 4 children.
 He left his money, £1284/19/10 to his widow Emma and his brother (serving in the Royal Air Force) Charles Arthur. In 1911 Charles Arthur was an assistant schoolmaster at Clapham, London- he died in 1958 at Barrow-in-Furness.
79. Doran, John

Private Doran (15795) of 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry died on 10th October 1918 aged 30.

He is buried in grave II E9 of Romeries Communal Cemetery Extension, France.

He was the son of John and Margaret Doran of 73 Middle Row, Newhouses, and the husband of Dorothy (nee Winship) of 121 Hambledon Street, Blyth, Northumberland whom he had married in the December quarter of 1913 at Tynemouth. He enlisted at Blyth.

He was Roman Catholic, but the St. Begh’s War Memorial and subsequent Roll of Honour identified the incorrect John Doran (the St. Nicholas one who died in February 1918). This error can be identified from the Church Notice Book.

80. Fletcher, John DCM
Company Sergeant Major (240033, formerly 625) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment was the last Whitehaven casualty of the First World War. He died from his war wounds on 10th September 1934 aged 46.

He was buried in grave 5G49 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 14th September 1934 from Holy Trinity Church.

He had been born on 29th May 1887 and was married to Alice (nee Pater), they lived at 17 York Road, Arrowthwaite, Kells. The marriage had been on 25th September 1922. They had had four children: Alice in 1924, Collin in 1926 (died 1927), Joan on 24th January 1928 (baptised at Christ Church on 19th February) and John on 11th August 1929 (baptised at Christ Church on 29th August).

At the 1901 census he was one of six children living at 6 Asby Road, Arlecdon- the son of Isaac (born Bassenthwaite) and Jane (born Frizington)- 5 other children. Isaac was 41 in 1891 and Jane 25. Isaac was a Limestone quarryman.

When war was declared, Mr Fletcher, then a Territorial, was drafted to the 5th Battalion Border Regiment, C Company, which went into action almost immediately. He rose from the ranks to become Company Sergeant-Major and, as such, was awarded the D.C.M. on 11th March 1916 for a distinguished act of bravery. Displaying great courage and daring, he went to the assistance of a helpless private soldier during the first gas attack at Ypres, and succeeded in dragging the man to safety under heavy fire. 

Mr Fletcher continued to serve in France until the great German offensive of March 1918 when he was badly wounded in the stomach by machine gun bullets, and it was a recurrence of these wounds which necessitated his removal to Whitehaven hospital a month before his death when an operation was performed. After leaving the hospital he took a seizure and never recovered, death taking place a week later.
In recognition of the honour bestowed on him, Mr Fletcher, who was a native of Arlecdon, was extended a public welcome in the Arlecdon Church Rooms on January 17th 1917 when the Vicar, the Rev. H. Hunter Parker, handed to him a wallet of notes on behalf of the village. In addition, the Cumberland Miners' Union presented him with a watch suitably inscribed. 

When demobilised, Mr Fletcher left his work as a coal miner, and became a labourer in the employ of the Whitehaven Gas Company. He was a member of the Temperantia Lodge of Freemasons, No 2,854, Whitehaven, a keen supporter of football, and one who was well-known and respected in the district. 
The above details are from the Whitehaven News of 13th September 1934 and were provided by Joseph Ritson.

81. Jamieson, Neil
Private Jamieson (1790) of 1/4th Battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment died on 8th August 1916 aged 20 according to CWGC records, but 21 or 22 in practice.

He has no known grave but is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 5D/12B of the Thiepval Memorial.

He was the oldest son of Duncan & Eliza Jamieson. He had a sister, Margaret Isabel (born 1897), a brother Kenneth (born 1902) and another unidentified sibling.

Duncan, his father, was born at Glassary, Argyllshire, Scotland in 1868. At the 1871 and 1881 censuses he was living at 5 Ballinore Cottages, Glassary. By 1891 he had moved to Sullart Street, Cockermouth and was a Police Constable. He married Eliza Hewitt at Christ Church, Cockermouth on 25th June 1893. Neil was born in the summer of 1894 and baptised at the same church on 26th August 1894 (military records giving his place of birth as Lochgilphead, Argyllshire are incorrect, although Glassary is near Lochgilphead), by then the family were living at South Street. At the 1901 census the family were living at Challoner Street, Cockermouth and Duncan had been promoted to Sergeant.
By 1911 the family had moved to Whitehaven and were living at 9 Meadow View and Neil was a Grocer’s Apprentice. He enlisted at Barrow-in-Furness, there is insufficient evidence as to whether Neil was then working there, or still in Whitehaven.

There is a small paragraph on column 1 of page 7 of the Whitehaven News of 31st August 1916 which confirms this identity. His parents had received the news of Neil’s decease on 25th August. Eliza, his mother, died at home in January 1918 aged 45 and was buried on 19th January at Cockermouth Cemetery. His father died at Sheffield in 1948 aged 80.

His brother, Kenneth, married Jane Branthwaite at Lamplugh Church on 18th October 1922 and died at Greenwich, London in 1949.

He is also commemorated on Cockermouth Civic War Memorial, which is interesting as there is no evidence that either he or his parents were living in Cockermouth by wartime, which was meant to be a pre-condition of being on that memorial.
82. Johnstone, Thomas
Private Johnstone (51405) of 7th Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment died (from being gassed on 27th September) at Fort Pett Hospital, Kent on 2nd November 1918 aged 22. He had formerly been 39616 in the Border Regiment.

He was buried from Christ Church in grave 1Y44 at Preston Quarter Cemetery on 12th November 1918.

He was the son of Sarah and Robert Johnstone (after Robert’s death Sarah remarried and became Shimmins), of 24 Back Row, Newhouses. He had been in the army for seven months and was a haulage hand at Ladysmith Pit. His father had died in the Wellington Pit disaster of 1910. 

83. Mooney, John
Second Hand Mooney (6297/A) of the Royal Naval Reserve died at home on 26th April 1919 aged 29.

He was buried in grave 1 Z2 27 at Preston Quarter Cemetery on 29th April 1919. He had been born on 8th June 1889.
He served on HMS Dreel Castle and lived at Heslop’s Court, Whitehaven (4 Hamilton Lane in 1911 when he was a coal miner). He was the eldest son of William and Mary Jane Mooney and had five sisters and 1 brother-Sarah, Mary, Ada, Martha Ellis, Margaret Ann and William. He was married to Jane Mooney of 5 Brook Street, Falmouth, Cornwall.
84. Moore, John George

Private Moore (53088) of 15th Battalion Durham Light Infantry died on 10th April 1917 aged 32. He had previously been 25008 of the North Lancashire Regiment.

He is buried in grave B49 at Cojeul British Cemetery, St. Martin-sur-Cojeul, Arras, France.

He is not commemorated on any town War Memorial.

He was the son of Joseph Barnes (a joiner) and Dinah Ann Moore (nee Rudd), and the husband of Margaret Usher Moore (nee Jolly) of 3 or 6 Preston Street. He had been born at Torpenhow. At the 1901 census, aged 16, he was an Assistant School Teacher. At the 1911 census he was a School Teacher living at Stanley, County Durham (his wife, who he had married in the summer of 1907, was from Durham City)- they had their first child aged under 4 months, Lilian Rudd Moore. They had another child, Alice at the end of 1911.
According to the Wigton Advertiser he had also at one time been schoolmaster at Westward.

He is also remembered on the family gravestone 5H18 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
85. Robert Henderson Russell
Air Mechanic 2nd class (194460) Russell of the Depot Detachment P Section, Royal Air Force died on 27th January 1919 aged 21.

He is buried in grave VIII CE76 of Liverpool Toxteth Park Cemetery.

He was born in Whitehaven (baptised at Holy Trinity on 6th October 1897), the son of John and Agnes Russell latterly of 75 Beaconsfield Street, Princes Road, Liverpool. His father was a mariner and they lived at 98 George Street, Whitehaven. He was the nephew of a William Henry Cubin, steward of a Working Mens Club, of 8 Salisbury Street, Moss Bay, Workington- which is where he was on census night 1911. Agnes, his mother, had died in April 1904.
86. Scott, John Robert
Lance Corporal Scott (1410) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 4th August 1916 aged 25.
He was buried in grave 1J18 at Preston Quarter Cemetery from Dulcie Acute Hospital, Chorlton-cum-Medlock on 9th August 1916.

He was married on 10th November 1913 at St. Nicholas’ Church to Selena Helena (nee Burns, later Higgs of 37 Helen Street, Workington) and his parents were William and Maria Scott latterly of 57 Milnrow Road, Shaw, Lancashire. In 1891 they were living at Selby Terrace, Hensingham and in 1901 they were living at 23 Newtown, Whitehaven, where William was a joiner. In 1911 John Robert was a sheepman at Low Hall, Hensingham.
He was living at 7 Schoolhouse Lane when he enlisted.

Selena’s 2nd marriage was to Benjamin Higgs in 1919 in the Cockermouth registration area.
He is also on the St. Nicholas’ Memorial.

87. Walker, Henry
Private Walker (35881, formerly 4/1845 of the Training Battalion) of 1st Battalion King’s Shropshire Light Infantry died on 24th September 1918 aged 19.

He is buried in grave D34 of Trefcon British Cemetery, Caulaincourt, St. Quentin, France. He lived at 82 Middle Row, Newhouses, the son of Ralph and Agnes Walker (nee Dunn). He was baptised on 12th March 1899 at Christ Church when the family lived at 88 Middle Row, and his father was a miner.

Both his father, and a brother William John, had died in the 1910 Wellington Pit accident. His mother died on 1st June 1930 aged 60, and a sister, Mary Ann (Daisy) on 16th September 1913 aged 20 of TB.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1Y86 at Preston Quarter Cemetery, which is now lying flat face up.

88. Wilson, John James
Sergeant Wilson (12855) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died on 14th February 1917 aged 23.

He is buried in grave IID13 of Bois Guillaume Communal Cemy, Rouen, France.

He was the son of William and Margaret Wilson and was baptised at Christ Church on 2nd September 1893. He lived at 7 West Row Kells. His father was a miner. 

89. George Harry Wyatt VC 
Lance Corporal Wyatt died on 22nd January 1964 aged 77.

He is buried at Cadeby Churchyard, Kells.

He was born at Worcester on 5th September 1886 and had enlisted in the 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards on 23rd November 1904. He transferred to the 3rd Battalion for overseas service in Egypt and was transferred to the Reserve List on 9th January 1909. He then became a police constable with Barnsley Police. His father, Arthur Digby Wyatt was a farmer by 1912.

On 1st January 1912 he had married Ellen Graham of 10 North Row, Kells at Christ Church, Whitehaven.Ellen was then aged 21 and her father was John Harper Graham. Ellen (his wife) was born 7th February 1891 (baptised at Christ Church 25th March 1891) and died in 1972. She was the daughter of John Harper and Ellen Graham and had lived at 10 North Row, Kells from birth. At the time of her marriage she was a Hall Maid at The Foundation, St. Bees School.

He was recalled to the Active List with the 3rd Battalion on 5th August 1914 and posted overseas with the BEF on 14th August 1914.
From the London Gazette of 18th November 1915-"On 25 / 26 August 1914 at Landrecies, France, part of Lance-Corporal Wyatt's battalion was hotly engaged close to some farm buildings, when the enemy set alight some straw sacks in the farmyard. The lance-corporal twice dashed out under very heavy fire from the enemy, only 25 yards away, and extinguished the burning straw, making it possible to hold the position. Later, although wounded in the head, he continued firing until he could no longer see owing to the blood pouring down his face. The medical officer bound up his wound and ordered him to the rear, but he returned to the firing line and went on fighting." He was awarded the VC for this action.

He was promoted to Lance Sergeant on 28th February 1917 and demobilised on 28th January 1919. As well as the usual medals- the 1914 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal he was also awarded the Order of St George (3rd Class) of Russia, and the 1937 and 1953 Coronation Medals.
They had seven children-
Arthur D Wyatt - born Dec. Qtr. 1912, Doncaster

Ellen Wyatt - born June Qtr 1914, Barnsley
George Harry Wyatt- born 10th December 1916 at 10 North Tow, Kells, baptised at Christ Church, Whitehaven on 11th January 1917, died 1997 North Yorkshire

John Graham Wyatt - born 16th December 1919, Doncaster, died 2001 Doncaster

Annie M Wyatt - born March Qtr 1922, Doncaster

Maud A Wyatt, born June quarter 1923, Doncaster

Jeffrey Fielding Wyatt - born 29th June 1925, Doncaster, died 1974 

Following is a transcript of the Whitehaven News dated 25th November 1915-

THE WAR.

KELLS WOMAN’S HUSBAND AWARDED THE V. C. 

A PLUCKY LANCE-CORPORAL

Lance-Corporal George Harry Wyatt, of the 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards, has been awarded the Victoria Cross for most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. At Landrecies on the night of the 25th – 26th August, 1914, when a part of his battalion was hotly engaged at the end of a street close to some farm buildings, the enemy, by means of incendiary bombs, set alight some straw stacks in the farmyard. Lance Corporal Wyatt twice dashed out of the line under heavy fire from the enemy, who were only 25 yards distant, and extinguished the burning straw. If the fire had spread it would have been quite impossible to have held our position. Also later at Villa Cotefet, although wounded in the head, Corporal Wyatt continued firing until he could no longer see owing to the blood which was pouring down his face. The medical officer bound up his wound and told him to go to the rear, but he at once returned to the firing line and continued to fight.
Lance-Corporal Wyatt is a son of Mr. Arthur Wyatt, of the Pear Tree Inn, Hindlip, near Worcester, and son-in-law of Mr. J. Graham, coalminer, 10, North Row, Kells, Whitehaven, to whose daughter he was married at Christ Church, Whitehaven, about four years ago. When the war broke out, Lance-Corporal Wyatt, then a Coldstream Guards’ Reservist, having served in Egypt, was a member of the Doncaster Mounted Police, and at once joined his old regiment in August, having taken part in many memorable engagements, and been twice wounded. Standing nearly six feet, and 27 years of age, he is a typical guardsman, looking exceedingly well. When he left for the front Mrs. Wyatt came to reside with her parents at Kells. Their family consists of a little boy and girl. He was with his wife on furlough a fortnight ago.

His brother-in-law, John Harper Graham also died in the war- see casualty 23 above.
This piece was written with considerable research from Joseph Ritson.
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