ST. James, Whitehaven WORLD WAR 1 MEMORIAL

1. abernethy, james


Private Abernethy (105571) of the 13th Battalion Kings Liverpool Regiment died on 31st August 1918, aged 17.
He is buried in Grave D17 of Ecoust-St. Mein British Cemetery. All 143 graves here are to servicemen killed in the battle to recapture this village, fought by the 3rd Division.

He lived at 12a Senhouse Street, the son of William (died 20th July 1934 aged 60) and Hannah (died 21st May 1943 aged 76) Abernethy. He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 6E166 at Whitehaven Cemetery. 
He is also on the Holy Trinity Memorial.
2. acton, aBRAHAM  vc



Abraham was born in 1893 to Robert and Elizabeth at 2 Tysons Court (off Roper Street). He was baptised at Holy Trinity on 12th February 1893. There were 13 children in the family. His schooling was at Crosthwaite. He worked with his father at Harrington No. 10 Colliery, and later at Barrow Shipyard. Initially he and his brother Robert, both, by then, of 14a Peter Street, were in the Territorial Army, but he later became a full time soldier with B Company of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment, number 10694. Formerly he had been with A Company of the 5th Borders. His Victoria Cross (the highest award for valour in the face of the enemy) was won for his action at Rouges Bancs, near Armentiers, France on 21st December 1914 which saved 2 lives (one of whom was David Ross of Rosemary Lane, Whitehaven- a fellow member of the Hogarth Methodist Mission who had been lying for 75 hours exposed against the enemy trenches). Abraham was killed on the 16th May 1915 at the Battle of Festubert, at the age of 22. His soldier’s grave was subsequently destroyed, but he is remembered on Panels 19 and 20 of the Le Touret Memorial.  There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the Whitehaven News dated 15th February 1915. There was a Memorial Service at Hogarth Mission on June 6th 1915.

After the war his parents moved to the Isle of Man. Consequently Abraham is also commemorated on the War Memorial at St. Matthews Church, Douglas as well as all 3 of the Whitehaven Church Memorials. His father, Robert, died at Douglas on 10th January 1940. He was a fisherman and served in both the Army and Navy in World War 1, he held the 25 years Naval Service Medal.
An Onyx timepiece and Purse of Gold were presented to his parents by the Borough Council at 3pm on Saturday 27th November 1915, and Mr J.D. Kenworthy presented the council with an oil painting of Private Acton.

His grandfather, also Abraham Acton, was a fisherman and a keen Liberal.
He was also commemorated on the Hogarth Methodist Mission Roll of Honour and the Holy Trinity Memorial. There was also a memorial to him at Crosthwaite School, until closure in 1985- current location unknown.
3. Agnew, william jOHN


Private Agnew (26959) is shown on the memorial as being of the 3rd Borders. The CWGC state the 8th Battalion Border Regiment as do original Parish Records. As the 3rd Battalion was mainly a training one the CWGC is more likely to be correct. He died aged 24 on 10th April 1918. 

He is commemorated on Panel 6 of the Ploegsteert Memorial, Belgium as his body was not found. This is 13km south of Ypres, and 11,390 men are commemorated here. Most died in day-to-day trench warfare, rather than in major battles.  He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 6H 136 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
Joseph, of 10 Peter Street had enlisted with his brothers Thomas, Sam and Alexander. They were the sons of William and Esther Ellen Agnew (nee Cowan) of 95 High Queen Street. His father (a tanner) died on 3rd July 1936 aged 67, and his mother on 10th June 1921 aged 50. A sister, Elizabeth, died on 16th April 1983 aged 70.
4. aitken, thOMas  dcm

Company Sergeant Major (271) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment was killed in the Battle of the Somme by a shell on 16th September 1916 aged 48.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial, his grave having been believed to have been lost in the course of the war, although it was re-found in 2011, in Plot XX at Delville Wood Cemetery.
The DCM had been awarded on 21st June 1916 “for conspicuous gallantry and consistent gallantry when organising and directing dangerous work in front of the parapet. He has set a fine example.” In connection with the award he received a telegram from Sir Douglas Haig.

Tom enlisted as a Lance Corporal (but had been a Territorial for about 20 years), and lived at 28 Peter Street. He had been born at Auchinstarry, Lanarkshire, Scotland. He had been one of 11 children- the family moved to 17 Moresby Parks when he was four. He had married Margaret Wells at the Presbyterian Church on 30th December 1899. 
In October 1914 he had embarked on the Manchester Engineer  to Le Havre. Initially he was escorting German prisoners to England and supplying detachments at Rouen, Boulogne, Abbeville and Dieppe.

On 10th May 1915 the Battalion moved up to Brandhoek and bivouacked in a field between Vlamertinghe and Ypres, and placed in the 4th division with each company detached to various Battalions of the 10th Infantry Brigade. He had been gassed on Whit Monday, 24th May 1915.

They then moved on to Hooge, Vlamertinghe and Vierstraat and by August 1916 were training in Picardy. On 11th September 1916 they were sent to assist the rest of the 151st Infantry Brigade in an attack on the German line at Star Fish Line and Prue Trench, east of the village of Martinpuich. The shell which killed Thomas also killed a comrade, Lt RP Baxter, and 45 other men were also killed in the same attack.
He had been employed at William Pit for 23 years, latterly as a rope-splicer. In married life he lived first at Mossops Buildings, Church Street then Peter Street. They had two children- Thomas and Elizabeth. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church Men’s Bible Class. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” dated 28th September 1916. There is far more detail on page 23 of the Whitehaven News dated 16th June 2011. His wife died at 16 The Gardens, Coach Road on 2nd August 1947 aged 66, and he is also commemorated on her gravestone 6E644at Whitehaven Cemetery. The age given for Thomas is from Military Records but the gravestone states that he was aged 37.
In 2016 his Bible was returned by one of his great grand-daughters to the Armentieres Museum-see the Whitehaven News dated 30th June 2016.

He is also on the Presbyterian (now URC) Church War Memorial.
5. alderson, bENjamin


The Memorial states incorrectly that Private Alderson (10286) was with the Border Regiment, but he died serving with the 1st Battalion (Princess Victoria’s) Royal Irish Fusiliers on 1st July 1916, aged 22. His medal card states clearly that he had only served with the Royal Irish Fusiliers, and had been in France since 19th December 1914. According to a letter in the Whitehaven News of 28th October 1915 he was the only Cumberland man to serve with the Royal Irish Fusiliers.
He is commemorated on the Pier and Face 15A of the Thiepval Memorial.

He lived at 4 Tear’s Court, Charles Street, and was the son of Edward and Susannah Alderson of 5 Lady Pit Cottages, Sunnyhill. He was baptised on 27th May 1893 at Holy Trinity Church.
6. aNderson, thomas henry

Lance Sergeant Anderson (13525) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 27th April 1916, aged 21.

He is buried in grave VII D9 of the La Chaudiere Military Cemetery, Vimy, 3 km south of Lens. There are 907 servicemen buried or commemorated here, the vast majority of which are concentration graves.

While watching a sniper shooting at a German a German bomb came over and burst close to him exploding the bombs he was carrying in his bombing waistcoat. Death was instantaneous.

He lived at 3 Bransty Villas, and was the son of Daniel and Mary Ann Anderson. His father Daniel died on 1st February 1946 aged 76 and his mother on 31st January 1953 aged 79. He was a Primitive Methodist.
There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the Whitehaven News dated 11th May 1916.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5E236 in Whitehaven Cemetery, and on the Primitive Methodist Memorial now at Cleator Moor Methodist Church.
7. barbour, sAMuel


Private Barbour (2000) of the 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 6th February 1916.

He is buried in grave IV B 46 of the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium. Most of the 9,901 burials here were men who died from injuries at one of the field hospitals in the area.
Sam enlisted in the National Reserve, and lived at 54 Queen Street.
There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” dated 2nd March 1916.

8. bell, James


Private Bell (26466) of the 3rd Battalion South Wales Borderers died of pneumonia at Hotel Dien, Waterloo Park, Liverpool on 23rd December 1916, at the age of 27. He had been in training at the Garrison School of Signalling, Blundellsands for ten months. 
He was buried on the 27th ult., with military honours, at Kirkdale Cemetery, Liverpool. He is buried on the Screen Wall Grave IV CE 35. There are 504 military graves here, from the Western Approaches Command and the Canadian Hospital.
He was the son of William Henry and Jane Bell of 31, Scotch Street. His father was a painter.
9. bentley, sidney VICTOR


Private Bentley (21670) died on Wednesday 12th July 1916, aged 24. 
He is remembered on Face B of the Kirkee War Memorial, at Poona near Bombay. He was one of 629 men reinterred here in 1960, after removal from Bombay (Sewri) cemetery.

He had enlisted in the 6th Battalion of The Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment on 15th November 1915. After 3 months of training at Plymouth he was sent to Egypt, and then to the Persian Gulf with the relief party to Townsend. There he contracted dysentery, after some time in the Field Hospital he was sent to the Victoria War Hospital in Bombay
He lived at 53 Church Street- the son of Robert and Roberta. 
Before the war he had been apprenticed as a dental mechanic to Mr A.W. Wilson of Lowther Street, then Mr Knowles of Tangier Street. He had married Betsy Wilson Brown on 22nd January 1916, while on leave.  There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 14th September 1916.

He is also on the Presbyterian (now URC) Church War Memorial, where there is also a memorial window to him, in the South gallery. He is also commemorated in Whitehaven Cemetery on the gravestone of his grandparents (6A52- Joseph Smithson and Sarah Robina Moffat), and that of his parents and brother (6A51/6A52- Robert, Roberta and Clayton Moffat who died in 1937 aged 40)
10. bertram, george





Able Seaman Bertram (R/4558) of B Company, 6th Platoon, Anson Battalion, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve died on 27th September 1918, aged 23.
He is buried in grave A51 of the Sucerie British Cemetery, Graincourt-les-Havrincourt, France. There are 52 men here, buried in one long trench, almost all of the 63rd Royal Naval division who fell in the battle to take this village, 10km from Cambrai.

He lived at Granby House, Scilly Banks, the son of Mr J. & Mrs Bertram and married to Margaret Bertram. His father worked at Preston Street Goods Station and George had worked at Moresby Colliery. He was born on 7th June 1895.
He had enlisted in the Army Reserve on 4th December 1915, entered the Army on service on 29th June 1917 and was sent to France on 4th February 1918. He was posted to the Anson Battalion on 19th February 1918, and was sick with pyrexia from 1st April to 17th June 1918.

11. bethwaite, john


Gunner Bethwaite (95021) of the Royal Field Artillery (serving with the Royal Garrison Artillery) attached to the 6th Siege Battery, Ammunition Column died on 1st October 1916 aged 34 
The commanding officer was holding an inspection of lorries at 3pm when an enemy shell blew up the lorry which Gunner Bethwaite was standing by- death was instantaneous. He was buried at 10am next day, Sunday morning.

He is buried in Grave II A2 of the Bronfay Farm Military Cemetery, Bray-sur-Somme, France. There are 537 men buried or commemorated here, 8km SE of Albert, many from the XIV Corps Main Dressing Station.

He lived at 23 Senhouse Street, married to Mary Ellen (nee Howard) at St. James on 24th December 1910 with children (Thomas baptised at St James 12 July 1911 and John baptised 18th June 1913). There is a photograph of him in the “News” dated 19th October 1916. At the time of marriage they had both been living at 96 George Street, he was a miner. They moved between the birthdates of the two children.
12. bibby, postlethwaite

Lance Corporal Bibby (S/8333) of 8th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders died on 21st March 1916, aged 38.
He is buried in grave V B 74 of the Bethune Town Cemetery. There are over 3,004 men buried here, 29km north of Arras. Lance Cpl. Bibby would have been buried from the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station. A grenade exploded in the trenches at about 6pm killing one man and injuring L/C Bibby. He was wounded in the side, treated but died the next day.
Before enlisting in 1915 he had worked at the Coke Ovens of the Moresby Coal Company, and before that at the Whitehaven Tannery.

He lived at 1 Gores Buildings, the husband of Annie I Bibby, and was the third son of William Bibby, Mursdale House, Seascale. They had two young girls.
13. branch, willia m john


Private Branch (8110) of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died of severe spinal wounds on 22nd October 1915 at the age of 30.

He was buried on October 27th in grave 4N152 of Preston Quarter Cemetery, from the North Stafford Infirmary at Stoke on Trent.
There is no headstone for him there, but there is a Special Memorial to him (one of 4) beside the Cross of Sacrifice.

He lay on the battlefield for twelve hours before he could be bandaged, by a man who was himself shot as he attended to Private Branch.

He was the husband of Margaret Branch of Quinn’s Terrace, Charles Street. His parents lived at 7 Mitchells Court, Irish Street and another brother served in the war- Private Thomas Branch at the Border Regiment Depot (7/13024)- discharged on 7th January 1919. He had worked at Wellington Pit. They had five children, aged between 7 months and 11 years- three of whom were Mary Lizzie, Samuel Robinson and William John.
14. brough, jOSEPH ALEXANDER

Corporal Brough (260328) of the 7th Battalion (Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry) Border Regiment died on 8th December 1917, aged 26 from wounds received on 23rd November. 
He was buried in grave 6A8 in Whitehaven Cemetery on the 14th from the Western Heights Military Hospital, Dover after a funeral at the Presbyterian Church.
Joseph lived at 92 Scotch Street, the only son of Andrew & Jennie Brough. He was born at 7 Nelson Terrace (Prospect), where his father died on 4th January 1894 at the age of 32. His mother died on 19th May 1922 at Stainburn.
He is also on the Presbyterian Memorial, now in the URC Church. His mother is also buried in this grave, but his father (commemorated on the gravestone) is actually in grave 2X110.
15. buchanan dAVID


Private Buchanan (203638) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 21st September 1918, aged 41.

He is buried in grave IV F12 of the Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension, France.

In June 1915 he had wounded, while on transport duties. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” of June 10th 1915.
He was the son of David and Isabell Buchanan of Dundee, and the husband of Mary N. Buchanan of 14, Hugh Street, Bransty. He left two children. He had been gassed in March 1918 and spent 3 months in hospital before going directly back to the front line.
He had been a lithographer with Smiths Brothers for 18 years and was a prominent footballer. At the 1901 census he was a painter living at Callander, Scotland.
He is also on the Presbyterian Memorial, now in the URC Church

16. burney william


Private Burney (14412) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 19th November 1915, aged 22.

He is buried in grave VIII C 57 of Boulogne Eastern Cemetery.

He was the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Burney at 9 Countess Terrace and had enlisted with his brothers John and Ralph, at the outbreak of war with the “Whitehaven Pals”.  All three played in the St. Nicholas school football team. There is a photograph of the three brothers on page 8 of the Whitehaven News dated 13th May 1915.  His father Samuel died on 6th December 1945 aged 76, his mother on 12th July 1948 aged 74 and his sister Ellen on 24th May 1981.
Ralph became an Acting Lieutenant Corporal (13065) also with the 8th Borders. He was wounded on 4th July and 17th October 1916 and discharged on 25th June 1917.

There was a Memorial Service for him at the Primitive Methodist Church on 5th December 1915- he was the third casualty from that church.

He is also on Cleator Moor Primitive Methodist Church Circuit Memorial, and is also commemorated on family gravestone 5E224 in Whitehaven Cemetery.
17. burns henry


Private Burns (109015) of 1st Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) was missing, presumed dead with IX Corps (fighting with the French 6th Army) in the Battle of the Marne at Chemin-les-Dames on 27th May 1918 aged 19. He had formerly served with the Manchester Regiment, S/N 60972.
He is remembered on the Soissons Memorial. There are 3,880 men with no known grave commemorated there.
He lived at 42 Scotch Street, and was the youngest son of Robert (a butcher) and Sarah Burns. He enlisted in May 1917 but had only been in France for six weeks before his death. In 1911 the family lived at 54 Scotch Street, he had older siblings, Martha, Ada, Robert William and Arthur, also Margaret who had married a Joseph Kennaugh in 1910. His parents died within 7 days of each other in 1915 (9th and 16th) and are buried in grave 1W13 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.
18. callister arthur sydney

Lance Corporal Callister (21438) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died on 7th August 1916, aged 27. Note that CWGC records state private- he had been promoted (unpaid) on 21st July 1916.
He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial. He was shot through the head and death was instantaneous. His grave was lost in the course of the war.

He lived at 6 Sandhills Lane, the second son of Elizabeth Margaret and the late William Callister. He had served his time with Stead & Simpson in the boot and shoe trade, and was working for them at Rhyl, North Wales when he enlisted. He was also a chorister and a member of the Church Lads Brigade at St. James’ Church. He had been baptised at St. James on 22nd March 1889. The family then lived at 67 Lowther Street. When Charles (his brother) was born in 1887 they lived at Todhunter’s Buildings and his father was a joiner.
There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” of 31st August 1916.

He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

19. cannon robert


Private Cannon (11600) of D Company 6th Battalion Border Regiment died on 9th August 1915 during the Gallipoli campaign. The memorial states his original Battalion, the 3rd. He had landed in Gallipoli on 18th July 1915.
He is commemorated on Panels 119 to 125 or 222/223 of the Helles Memorial, Turkey.

Robert lived at 64 George Street.
20. cartmell isaac


Private Cartmell (5882) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died (from wounds sustained on 12th March 1915 at the Battle of Neuve Chapelle) on 9th April 1915, at the age of 36. The memorial incorrectly gives his original battalion- the 3rd (training).
He was buried in grave 6O660 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 14th, from the 4th London General Hospital, Brixton, London according to the burial register but King’s Cross Hospital according to the telegram the family received. 
Isaac lived at 22 Peter Street and was a widower-his wife Mary Ann (nee McReynolds) had died in 1913. Below the CWGC headstone there is an urn to Catherine Cartmell (his mother) who died on 12th April 1928 aged 84. He left a young family (Thomas aged 12, Catherine aged 10 and Isaac aged 7) in her care when he died. Catherine, his mother, was then also a widow.

At the outbreak of war he was in hospital having an appendix operation, but enlisted just 3 weeks after he came home from that operation. In peacetime he had been a member of the Militia Special Reserve. 

He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial. For more details and a photograph see the feature article on page 21 of ‘Cumbria Remembers’ in the ‘Whitehaven News’of 31st July 2014.
21. cartmell, john


Lance Corporal Cartmell (WR/261060) of the 58th Broad Gauge Company Railway Operating Division Royal Engineers died on 3rd November 1918, aged 29 of influenza at Rouen General Hospital (1918 was one of the flu epidemic years). The memorial shows Border Regiment because that was his original Regiment (Service no. 24237).
The Railway Operating Division was formed in 1915 as the intended supply method of road trucks became severely over extended and unable to cope with the confusion of trench warfare. It was overwhelmingly composed of peacetime railway men. Before the war John Cartmell had been working on the Canadian Railways, according to family memories, although the strong circumstantial evidence is that he was more likely to have been a miner, possibly working on mine railways. Such a background would have been ideal as the RE method of swiftly laying/lifting light rail was very akin to that used in mines- even down to the choice of motive power.
He is buried in Grave S III N 11 at Rouen St. Sever Cemetery Extension.

He is said to have come back over from Canada in the early months of the war (although that journey can’t be traced on civilian transport) and he had married Catherine Wear at Christ Church on 10th June 1916. They had two twin children in the December quarter of 1916 (Ada and Edith) and lived at 6 Nicholson’s Lane, Market Place. He was the son of Isaac and Catherine Cartmell, and the grandson of Henry and Ann Cartmell of Bransty. His parents lived at Coal Creek, Fernie, British Columbia, Canada. Isaac, his father, died 11 days after John in Canada. John had a brother Henry (also in the forces), and sisters Marjory and Mary Elizabeth, both living in Dunston, Newcastle, also other sisters Annie and Catherine, and another brother James (though the latter three may not still have been living at the time of his death). John had emigrated to Canada on the Laurentian, from Liverpool to Quebec arriving on 7th May 1909- with his father (a miner), who had gone over previously, arriving on the Ionian on 13th October 1906 then returned to England to collect John. His mother and the rest of the family had gone over on the Lake Champlain arriving on 5th June 1910, by which time his father was living at Coal Creek (all three Ocean passages were Liverpool to Quebec in steerage, then presumably on the Canadian Pacific transcontinental railroad). Initially his father Isaac had gone to work in mines in Alberta. John had previously worked at Lowca Pit, and had been in the army for three years before his death.  Catherine, his wife, remarried a George Fox in the December quarter of 1920.
The Richardson family of Whitehaven (entries 133 and 134) were also in Fernie, having emigrated a few years earlier.

Fernie (population just over 4,000) was founded in 1898 when the prospector William Fernie discovered the huge Crowsnest Coal Field. Coal Creek was a satellite town about 6 miles from Fernie. When the mine there closed in 1960 it became a ghost town. Other parts of the coalfield are still seriously worked and rely on the CP railway for onward transport. Coal Creek was the site of the worst mining disaster in BC history, on 22nd May 1902, when 128 men were killed. The seam which exploded still burns on the surface to this day. This was also one of the worst mine disasters in Canadian history.

22. casson harold 


Private Casson (2693) of 1st/5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 16th September 1916, aged 19.

He is buried in grave XX G 2 of Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, France. There are 5,523 men buried or commemorated here, of which 3,593 are unidentified. From the date of death he probably died at Delville Wood, and was originally buried there.

He was the son of Joseph and Elizabeth Casson of 2 Harrison’s Court, George Street.
23. casson  joseph Henry


Lance Corporal Casson (19637) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment died on 18th November 1916 at the Battle of the Ancre with V Corps, aged 27. 

He is buried in grave A32 of Waggon Road Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, France. There are 195 men buried here, 20km south of Arras. 46 are of 11th Borderers from attacks at Ancre in July and November 1916.

He was the son of Mary Norwood of 4 Senhouse Lane, and the husband of Sarah Casson (nee Abernethy) of 14a Peter Street. They had married at Holy Trinity on 24th February 1914.
Sarah re-married an Anthony Todd at Holy Trinity on 30th March 1918.
He is also on Holy Trinity War Memorial.
24. chisholm james


Private Chisholm (2507) of 5th Battalion (Border Regiment) died on 27th July 1916 aged 21. The memorial states 7th Battalion.
He is buried in Grave II G1 of Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Belgium.
There is a photograph of him in the “News” dated 10th August 1916. H had been in the army for two years, he wa going into a dug-out to get his hat when a shell hit and killed Private Chisam and two others. 

James lived at 3 Hamilton Place, the son of Samuel. It is believed that this is the right person. The memorial, Parish Records and the census spell his name as Chisholm, but the newspaper spells it as Chisam. He had previously worked at William Pit.
25. clifford john james


Private Clifford (15743) of the 3rd Battalion  Cameron Highlanders, died on 26th January 1915, aged 20,  from wounds, at 3rd Field Ambulance, Beuvry, where he was buried in Grave 34. There are 103 men buried here- 69 from WWI and 34 from WW2. Beuvry is east of Bethune, in the Pas de Calais area of France.
He had only been in France for about 5 weeks. 
He lived at 3 John’s Square, Peter Street and was one of 64 men from the Town Mission to enlist. A memorial service was held there on Sunday 14th February 1915. 
He is also on the Town Mission memorial.

26. close andrew


Private Close (12760) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died of peritonitis (incurred on 12th February) at 8pm on 27th February 1916, aged 24. The memorial states 2nd Battalion. He was being treated at the No. 3 Canadian General Hospital.
He is buried in grave VIII D65 of Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France.

He was the son of John and Ellen Close of 3 Thompson’s Court, Charles Street, and had enlisted with his brother, Robert (served in the Royal Field Artillery). He enlisted in September 1914 and worked at William Pit.
27. colclough cecil

Corporal Colclough (14984) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 15th July 1916, aged 27.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He was the son of John Thomas and Sarah Colclough of 7 Edge Hill and had enlisted with two of his brothers. They were John (246650 of the 2nd/5th Hampshires) and Gunner William Mayer Colclough (279616 of 8th Battalion Royal Field Artillery). William Mayer (a Hatter & Hosier) survived the war but died at the early age of 44 on 28th September 1927.
He is also on the Presbyterian (now URC) Church War Memorial. He is also commemorated on the gravestone of his brother 6C50 at Whitehaven Cemetery. He is further commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour.
28. coles josiah  mm

Corporal Coles (240043) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 23rd April 1917 aged 29..

He is buried in grave I A 7 of Wancourt British Cemetery, France. There are 1,936 men buried or commemorated here, most of whom were transferred from other cemeteries. Corporal Coles is one of those to have been relocated. 

When he received the Military Medal the Coal Trade Reconciliation Board presented him with a clock and a silver tea and coffee service. His son was presented with a case with knife, fork and spoon and his daughter with a gold bangle.

He lived at 54 Queen Street.
He was a shifthand at William Pit, and was closely involved with the Congregational Bethel Mission.

He is also on the Congregational Memorial, now at the URC Church.

29. colquitt john robert


Private Colquitt (50779) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died on 17th October 1918, aged 28. The memorial states 5th Battalion. He had only been in the army for six months.
He is buried in grave VII J 8A of Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport, France.

To be buried here means that he died of wounds at one of 8 hospitals- the 3rd, 16th and 2nd Canadian, the No. 3 Convalescent Depot, the Lady Murrays B.R.C.S. Hospital, the 7th Canadian, the 16th & 47th US General.

He lived at 11 Charles Street and was the brother of Phillip (see number 30 below). He left a wife Jane Colquitt (nee Bridges) of 3 Gale Back Lane- and two children. The wedding had been at Holy Trinity on 31st October 1914.

He was the son of Philip and Catherine Ann Colquitt.

He is also commemorated on family gravestone 5A39 at Whitehaven Cemetery and on Holy Trinity War Memorial. He is further commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour.
30. colquitt philLip


Private Colquitt (129909) of 46th Company Machine Gun Corps died on 3rd October 1918, aged 30 years.
He is remembered on Panel 10 of the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, France. This is 10km SE of Arras.

He lived at 58 High Queen Street, son of Philip and Catherine Ann. He left a wife and four children. Their father died on 8th December 1923 aged 73, mother on 26th December 1935 aged 77, and their older sister Annie on 5th January 1960 aged 84. There was also another brother, Thomas Daniel, who died in infancy.
His brother, John Robert (aged 28) died on 17th October 1918, number 29 above.
The Machine Gun Corps was founded on 14th October 1915. Between then and its disbandment on 15th July 1922 170,500 men served with the Corps, of that number 62,049 men were casualties and 12,498 died. There is a memorial book to all 62,000 of them beside the monument to the Corps in the North Aisle of the Parish Church of St. Wulfram, Grantham, Lincolnshire. There is also a memorial to the Corps at the South Gate to Belton House, about 2 miles north of Grantham. This gate is the footgate into the parkland, NOT the main entrance gate. Belton Park was the original Depot and Training Park of the Corps.
He is also commemorated on family gravestone 5A39 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
31. coward arthur eDWard


Private Coward (18200) of 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards died on 19th July 1917, aged 24. 

He is buried in grave I G 14 of Dozinghem Military Cemetery, Belgium.
He was the son of Joseph Durham and Eleanor Coward and lived at 39 Church Street. His brother Joseph Watson Coward is below.
He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church).

32. coward joseph WATSON


Private Coward (88336) of 8th Battalion, The King’s Liverpool Regiment died on 4th June 1918, aged 19.

He is buried in grave II F1 of Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, France There are 1,374 men buried here, mostly from various hospitals and Casualty Clearing Stations.

He was the son of Joseph Durham and Eleanor Coward of 39 Church Street. His brother Arthur Edward Coward is above.
He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church). He is also commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour.
33. cowen fielding h


The war memorial for this casualty states that he was with the Australian forces. However exhaustive searches of their comprehensive records have ruled this out.

Private Cowen (18431) of 9th Battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) died on 4th March 1916 aged 23.

He is buried in grave M6 of Gunners Farm Military Cemetery, Belgium and was living at Lanark when he enlisted.

He was born in 1893, the son of Mr Fielding Cowan and was living at 1 Bells Lane at the 1901 census.

34. cowAn jAMES


The CWGC records, Parish Records and the 1911 census spell his name as Cowen. Private Cowen/Cowan (S/17807) of 5th Battalion Cameron Highlanders died on 11th October 1916, aged 22. The Borough Roll of Honour incorrectly gave the year of death as 1919.
He is commemorated on Pier and Face 15B of the Thiepval Memorial. 

He lived at 20, Peter Street, and was born at Thompson’s Court (Charles Street) on 10th March 1894 baptised as Roman Catholic  but the family later converted to Methodism. At the 1911 census he is listed as a haulage hand underground, there are 4 brothers and a sister, and his mother is Sarah Ann Cowen, but his father is not given-see more family information on the Foster Hunter entry (his brother) on the Lowther Street Methodist Memorial pages. Sarah Ann died on 17th March 1945 aged 74. He is also commemorated on her gravestone 6E387 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
There was a memorial service for him and other members of the church killed in the war at the Kirk Methodist Mission on 19th November 1916.
He is also commemorated on the Whitehaven Circuit Primitive Methodist Memorial, formerly at Howgill Street Chapel, now at Cleator Moor Methodist Church.
35. crawford, robert henry


Private Crawford (5552), of the 2nd Borders was killed on 16th May 1915. He was an old Boer War soldier who had re-enlisted. 
He is remembered on Panels 19 and 20 of the Le Touret Memorial, in the Pas de Calais area of France. None of the 13,391 names recorded here have known graves.
He lived at Bennett’s Court, Queen Street. In peace time he had been a shifthand at Ladysmith Pit.

He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

36. crossley henry

Lieutenant Corporal Crossley (12761) of the 7th Battalion Border Regiment died on 8th November 1916. The company was moving into the firing line, when the enemy put up a barrage, a shell burst and knocked Henry and a Peter Street mate (W A McCullock) down, he died shortly after and was buried on the Somme front. 
He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A & 7C of the Theipval Memorial, near Albert in France. There are 72,195 names here of servicemen with no known grave, as his grave was destroyed or lost in the course of the war.
He lived at 1, Peter Street and was the son of the late George and Edith Crossley (nee Hughes) of 47 Peter Street.

37. cunningham felix


Lieutenant Corporal Cunningham (2407) died on 24th May 1915 at the age of 34. He was a serving in C Company of the 5th Border Regiment, as a Territorial when struck by a shell, while the line was advancing. 
He was buried in Grave A9 at Le Brique Military Cemetery No. 1, near Ypres, Belgium. There are 91 men buried here.
He lived at 4 Cross Green, Harras Moor, wife his wife Rose (nee Hughes) and four children. He belonged to the CYMS, and went to America for ten years, returning to Whitehaven in 1910. The marriage was in the June quarter of 1901.
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

38. dickinson, cecil
 william
     
Flight Lieutenant Dickinson of HM Airship C8, Royal Naval Air Service (NOT RAF as on the memorial) died at about 1020 on 9th June 1916, aged 24. He was drowned so it looks as if the airship crashed. The accident was off the South Coast of England.
He is commemorated on Panel 18 of the Chatham Naval Memorial.

He was the only son of William and Louise Dickinson of Chapel House, Hensingham. His father was a solicitor at Howson Dickinson & Co). There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “Whitehaven News” dated 10th December 1914.
He was educated at Sedbergh School where he distinguished himself in physical training. He developed a strong taste for mechanical and applied engineering and apprenticed with Vickers of Barrow. He gained a commission to the Royal Naval Air Service and went to Farnborough for training. He showed a real aptitude and gained speedy promotion to Flight Lieutenant. He was then entrusted with much responsible service.
He is also on the Hensingham St. John’s Church & Hensingham Village War Memorials.
39. dixon john


Private Dixon (36473) of 3rd Battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment died on 8th February 1918, aged 20.

He was buried in grave 6H80 of Whitehaven Cemetery on 13th February 1918from Dovercourt Hospital, Essex. The funeral was at the Wesleyan Methodist Church.
He was the son of William and Mary Dixon of 15 High Street.

40. donaldson joseph Ward


Lance Corporal Donaldson (13535) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st October 1915 aged 23. He enlisted on 7th September 1914 and was given unpaid promotion to Lance Corporal on 3rd December 1914.

He was the first of the “Whitehaven Pals” to die after little more than a week in France. He was shot through the lungs by a German while crawling through the trenches returning from a listening post. Death was instantaneous.
He is buried in grave II  D 8 at Lancashire Cottage Cemetery. This is 13km south of Ypres, Belgium. There are 256 men buried here.
The War Memorial attribution to the Seaforth Highlanders is incorrect- either John or Robert (two of his brothers) served with them, and the other was gassed while serving with the 5th Borders.

He lived at 3 Granby Place and his father, Robert Henry Donaldson, was a butcher in the Market Place. He was the third of six children and had served an engineering apprenticeship with Messrs Ramsay and then worked in the Furness Railway workshops at Barrow.
He took an active interest in the Congregational Church Young Men’s Bible Class and was also in the Boy’s Brigade. He was also an ardent worker with the YMCA where he played for the Cricket Club, played badminton, captained the Swimming Team and was on the Junior Town Council. He also played for the town Rugby and Cricket Clubs.
He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church), of whom he was a member, and the Furness Railway Memorial at Barrow-in-Furness Station.

41. donnelly  hilton frederick


Private Donnelly (88871), of the 1/6th Kings Liverpool Rifles died of leg and buttock wounds at the No. 7 Canadian Hospital, France at 1300, on April 15th 1918 aged 20. 
He was buried in Grave XXIX D 11A of the Etaples Military Cemetery.

He lived at 12 Church Street, and worked in the mines. He was born at 8 Wellington Row, the fourth son/fifth child of John and Isabella. His father was a tobacco spinner.
He is also on the St. Nicholas and on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorials.
42. douglas john


Private Douglas (42657) of 17th Battalion, The Kings Liverpool Regiment died on 22nd March 1918.

He is buried in grave I F 19 of the Chapelle British Cemetery, Holnon, France. The date of death shows that his grave was moved here from a local battlefield or cemetery in the St. Quentin area as this cemetery was originally built for the victims of the Battle of Holnon 14th to 19th September 1918.

He lived at 43 Queen Street, the brother of William below. 
He was also on the now lost Hensingham  Conservative Club Roll of Honour.
43. douglas william


Private Douglas (7124) of 1st /4th Battalion Highland Light Infantry was missing presumed killed on 19th December 1914.
He is commemorated on Panels 37 and 38 of the Le Touret Memorial.

He lived at 43 Queen Street, the brother of John above.

He was also on the now lost Hensingham  Conservative Club Roll of Honour.
44. dryden joseph


Private Dryden (12773) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died on 17th February 1916.

He is buried in Grave IV D7 of Lijssentheok Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium

He lived at 64 Queen Street. There is a photograph of him in the “News” dated 9th March 1916.
There was a memorial service for him at the Hogarth Methodist Mission on 5th March 1916, he was the founding member of their Men’s Class.
45. edwards john  mm

Bombardier Edwards (715288) of 210th Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 24th April 1918 aged 31.

He is buried in grave I A 1 of Bienvillers Military Cemetery, 18km south of Arras, France. There are 1,605 men buried or commemorated here. 
He lived at York Terrace, Sunny Hill, and was originally a gunner in the 4th East Lancashire Howitzer Brigade. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the Whitehaven News dated 13th May 1915.He played (as centre halfback) for, and captained, the Whitehaven Athletic Football Team. His first posting was in Egypt in May 1915.
46. elliott henry


Lance Corporal Elliott (19923) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 14th July 1916.

He is commemorated on Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He lived at 14 Windmill Brow, Queen Street, and had a wife and two children. He had been a collier
47. elliott Thomas w


Several sources suggest that this is Lance Sergeant Thomas Elliott (10635) of 2nd Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers. He died on 28th August 1915 aged 22 at Givenchy.

He is buried in grave II A3 of Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, near Bethune, France.
He was throwing a bomb, which struck the back of the trench and exploded. A few weeks before his death he had been specially complimented by his Major-General for conspicuous bravery in bomb throwing.
The memorial states that he was from the KOSB, but no possible such casualty has been traced anywhere, so apologies if this is the incorrect person- there was a Thomas William born in the town in 1895 so 2 years younger than this Thomas.
He was from Harras Dyke, the eldest son of William. He had been in the army since 1911. There is a picture of him in the “News” of 28th October 1915. He belonged to the Colliery Mission. He had enlisted in 1911 and had previously worked at William Pit. His younger brother, Joseph, served in the 2nd/5th Borders. 
In May 1915 he had been recommended for the VC but this did not happen.

The following is from ‘The Whitehaven News’ dated 3rd June 1915. The Tom Lister mentioned is Casualty 96 on this memorial. ‘Bish’ is James Burney and John is John Burney (James’ brother) and Jane was their sister. Both were with the Border Regiment at the time (although John later went to the MGC, became a Sergeant and won the Military Medal and James was seriously injured late in 1915). The Elliott, Lister and Burney families were neighbours of each other on Harras Moor.:

On Thursday morning Miss Jane Burney of 3 Low Harras Moor, Whitehaven received a letter from Private T. Lister of "B" Company, 2nd Border Regiment, 7th Platoon, 7th Division, British Expeditionary Force, dated May 22nd 1915, in which he says: 

"We have been in another great battle which no doubt you will see in the papers the victory we have gained. We captured their trenches and took many prisoners. I don't think the war will last very long now. Our Brigadier General was round today congratulating us on the good work done and said Sir John French was very pleased with the work we had done. I am very sorry to relate poor Acton, V.C., got killed. We are all very sorry; he was a brave lad. 

I was talking to 'Bish' today and he is keeping all right and he said he was talking to Tom Elliott and he told 'Bish' he had got recommended for the V.C. He is in the Royal Scots. John came through the battle all right, but my mate who you sent the photo for has got wounded in the arm. I will keep them both." 

Mrs Elliott of Harras Moor also received a letter from her son mentioned in the above letter, in which he states: 

"We have had another go at the Germans and we did give them some shocks, but I have never seen Joe Casson since we came out. You will see it all in the papers by the time you get this. I think our Joe would be disappointed in not coming." 
Although not strictly relating to this Casualty the following is reproduced here for their interest regarding two men who survived. James and John Burney’s father (James) died on 29th May 1915 and their mother Mary on 30th December 1915. James was injured during the Battle of Loos (25th September to 18th October 1915).

This is an extract from the “Whitehaven News” dated 21st October 1915:

The following copy of a letter sent by Private James Burney, 2nd Border Regiment, 4730, to his aunt at Scilly Banks. Private Burney, who was previously in the 3rd Border Reserve, was called up at the outbreak of the war. He has been in France twelve months, and was home on leave for seven days and returned five weeks ago. Private Burney was seriously wounded in his lung and left shoulder on the 29th September. Private Burney, who is the eldest son of the late Mr James Burney of Harras Moor has two other brothers in action - Lance Corporal John, in 2nd Borders, also Driver Charles, in R.F.A. 

Military Hospital, Herne Bay, Kent




   October 14th 1915

Dear Aunt Agnes, 

Just received your kind and very welcome letter. You don't know how pleased I was to hear about John being safe. I knew I would be reported killed, but I can only thank God I am not. I was a prisoner for a long time with the Germans. 

I ran away and they me, but I got clear. They fired five shots, hitting me with some, which nearly sent me out of my mind. But when I came round I was lying in a trench, so I said a few prayers. I walked with great difficulty to a dressing station. I knew no more until I was on the boat for England. 

I have to suffer, but I have only done my duty as a man should do and I mean to do until the end. Don't worry about me as I am going on grand. This is a lovely place and the sister is a Maryport lady and she is very kind to me ........ I would write more Aunt Agnes, but I am very tired ...."

In a letter to his mother dated the 16th October, Private Burney says, in addition to what is recorded in the letter to his aunt: 

"We were through that great battle, and we thought the world had come to an end. That is six battles I have been in, but that one was the knock-out. You will have to think nothing of my writing, as I have only one hand yet, but the other will get better in time. This is a very nice place, but I can't get out of bed to see it." 
Private Elliott is also on Cleator Moor Primitive Methodist Memorial, now in the (Wesleyan) Methodist Church.
48. ellwood thomas


Private Ellwood (9323) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died at Ypres on 1st November 1914 aged 26.

He is commemorated on Panel 35 of the Ypres (Main Gate) Memorial.

He was the brother of Mrs Dorothy Ellwood (3 years older than him) and lived at 1 Windmill Brow and was a well known footballer and played as centre half for his regiment. He secured many trophies including a bronze medal and silver tankard for a match in the Corporation Durbar. Latterly he had played for Whitehaven Athletic. Before the war he had served with the 1st Borders in India, which is where he can be located at the 1911 census. In 1891 they were living at Queen Street. His elder brother had died sometime previously at Malta.
He was the only remaining son of William and Hannah Ellwood- Hannah was originally from Germany, but was a naturalised UK person. (was Stefanea Kirner). 
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

49. fawcett samuel


Private Fawcett (18117) of 1st Battalion Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment died in the Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line on 2nd September 1918 aged 26. He had formerly been 15881 of the Border Regiment.

He is buried in grave II E10 of Windmill British Cemetery, Monchy-le-Preux, Arras, France

He was the son of Thomas and Jane Fawcett of 65 Middle Row, Newhouses (when he was born) and was baptised at Christ Church on 2nd February 1892. He lived at 6 Hamilton Place, Queen Street & enlisted with his brother George (born 1883 when the family lived at Parton).
His sister taught at Holy Trinity School and later St. James Infant School.
50. fearon joseph


Private Fearon (442659) died at 2nd Western General Hospital, Manchester of wounds received in action in France on 3rd November 1916, while serving with the 54th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) ), 107th East Kootney Regiment. His right arm and shoulder were badly shattered by a gunshot.

He was interred in Grave 290 at Moresby on 9th November 1916. 

He lived at Parton and Lowca until he was aged 14 then went to Canada with his sister. His remains were brought back to one of his other sisters, Mrs Wilkinson at 90, Duke Street, Whitehaven.
He was a miner, born on 31st December 1893. His wife was living at 40 Queen Street, Whitehaven when he joined up at Vernon camp on 17th May 1915, but he had been living with his sister at Coal Creek, Fernie, British Columbia. At the 1911 census he was already there, aged 16, as a lodger with his sister and her husband, working as a signaller.

He is also on the St. Nicholas and Parton Village Memorials.

51. finlay john


Private Finley (CWGC spelling) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment (23772) died on 21st October 1916, aged 25.
He is commemorated on Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He was the son of Henry Finley of 1 Cottage Row, High Queen Street.
52. fisher joSEPH


Private Fisher (5357) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 26th March 1916 aged 37. 
He was buried on 3rd April, from the Desford Convalescent Home, Leicestershire in grave 6H542 at Whitehaven Cemetery.

He was the husband of Mary Louisa Fisher (nee Henson) of 17 Haig Avenue, Bransty (but 4 Lady Pit Cottages in the war years). The wedding had been at St. James on 11th February 1907. He was an underman at Parton Station. The newspaper reports incorrectly call him John. They had 2 children-Joseph baptised at Moresby on 6th May 1912 when the family lived at Main Street, Parton and Isabella (born 1908, baptised 1st November 1908 at Distington when the family lived at Furnace Row, Workington). At the 1911 census they were living at Lillyhall.
He was being treated there for wounds received in France 7 weeks earlier and was making good progress. However overnight he went to the toilet and was found there some time later with his throat cut. 

He is also on the Parton Village Memorial and on the London & North Western Railway memorial at Euston Station, London.
53. fisher john henry


Private Fisher (5316) of the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment died in the Battle of Messines on 7th June 1917 aged 37. The memorial incorrectly states Border Regiment (he had originally enlisted as 25770 with the Border Regiment).
He is buried in Grave I C7 of Wytschaefe Military Cemetery, Belgium. This is 7km south of Ypres. There are 1,002 men buried or commemorated here all concentrated here from the battlefields and smaller cemeteries.
He was the oldest son of Captain William Ward and Mrs Catherine Fisher previously of 13 Alexandra Terrace, Bransty, then 296 Laburnum Grove, Portsmouth.
He started his working life as a Solicitor’s Clerk for Mr J.T. Anderson then went to work for the Natal Railway in Africa.

He is also on the Holy Trinity Memorial.

54. fisher thomas


Private Fisher (128300) of 42nd Battalion Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) died on 17th May 1918 aged 25. He was a Prisoner of War when he died.
He is buried in grave VI A7 of Berlin South Western Cemetery. This is a purely concentration cemetery from 146 other burial grounds. There are now 1,176 men buried or commemorated here, many of whom were prisoners of war.

The memorial (incorrectly) states Border Regiment.
He was the son of William and Isabella Fisher of 15 Hugh Street, Bransty, formerly of Bedford Street, Hensingham.
He had worked at Vickers before joining up. He had two brothers, Sidney and William who also served in the war.
He is also on Hensingham Methodist War Memorial, Hensingham Liberal Club Memorial (in Hensingham Cemetery) and Hensingham Village Memorial.
55. forbes david tyson


Private Forbes (11961) of 10th Battalion Border Regiment died on 25th September 1915, at the age of 27, from earlier injuries (having been convalesced out of the army). 
He was buried in grave 1W116 at Preston Quarter Cemetery, on 28th September 1915 from 76 Church Street.
He was the husband of Elizabeth Blanche Forbes (nee Teasdale) of 3 Low Church Street. The wedding had been on 1st May 1912 at Lowther Street Methodist Church. Blanche died on 2nd July 1958 aged 78 and they had a son, David Alexander who died in infancy.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

56. gardner harold


Private Gardner (53170) of 9th Battalion Cheshire Regiment died on 10th April 1918 aged 19 (born 17th February 1899). He had previously been 80693 with the Banker’s Battalion, the Royal Fusiliers having enlisted in February 1917.
He is commemorated on Panel 61 to 63 of the Tyne Cot Memorial, near Ypres, Belgium.

He was the son of Mr and Mrs Thomas Gardner of Market Street, Ulverston but had been educated at Ghyll Bank School, Whitehaven and was serving his articles at Parr’s Bank, Whitehaven. His father was “Inspector of Nuisances”. 
He lived at 23 Victoria Road.

There was also a memorial to him erected at the bank, lost when the branch closed in 1974.
57. graham anthony 



Private Graham (2556) of  the 1st/5th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 3rd October 1916. 
He is buried in grave III D9 of the Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension, France.
He lived at 4 Will’s Court, Howgill Street.

58. graham fisher


Lance Corporal Graham (451843) of the 58th Central Ontario Regiment (Canadian Infantry) died in Bristol on 2nd October 1916 at the age of 20, from gunshot wounds to his left arm and legs incurred on the Somme. He was born on 1st October 1896, and had enlisted on 30th June 1915, giving his occupation as a labourer. His father had died in April 1911 at the age of 47. He was buried on 29th April in common grave 4N58 of Preston Quarter Cemetery with a widow from the workhouse, buried the previous day.
He was buried in grave 6J79 at Whitehaven Cemetery, on 8th from Southern General Hospital, Southmead Section, Bristol.
His emigration to Canada has not been traced.

He was the third son of Hilton Fisher and Janet Graham of 11 Gores Buildings- his father was a plumber who died on 21st January 1930 at 7 Beck Bottom aged 71. His mother, Janet, died on 18th March 1940 at 27, The Green, Bransty aged 81.

He had lived at 4 Michael Street.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 6J79 at Whitehaven Cemetery.

59. graham william


Private Graham (426632) of Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment 16th Battalion) died on 28th September 1916, aged 24.

He has no known grave but is commemorated on the Vimy Memorial, France. He is officially missing, presumed dead.
He was the son of Samuel and Margaret Graham of 6 Bransty Villas, and was born on 15th March 1891. He was their 5th child, after Margaret J, Mary E, John C and Joseph. His father was from Scotland, and was a stationary engine driver. Before enlisting William had been a miner. At the 1901 census the family was living at 2 Duke Pit Yard. 

He enlisted in the Canadian Forces at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan on 23rd March 1915. Before that he had previously been with the 5th Battalion Border Regiment for four years (presumably from 1909 to 1913). He died in trenches in the vicinity of Courcelette.
He had arrived in Quebec from Liverpool on the Empress of Ireland on 11th September 1913, and had gone to the mines at Fernie, British Columbia.
He is also on the Presbyterian Church War Memorial- now in the URC Church.
This is NOT the soldier of the same name who is additional casualty 83 on Holy Trinity War Memorial.
60. grears thomas


Private Grears (2682) of 1st/5th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds at the XV Corps Main Dressing Station on 17th September 1916, aged 30.

He is buried in grave II C 14 of Dartmoor Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt. There are 768 burials here, 2.5 km south east of Albert, France

He lived at 3 Cross Green, Harras Moor- the son of the late George and Ann Grears (nee Casson), and the husband of Elizabeth Ann Grears. The wedding was on 1st October 1910 at St. James.
61. gregg robert


Private Gregg (2687) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 16th September 1916, aged 26.

He is commemorated on Pier and Faces 6A and 7c of the Thiepval Memorial.

He lived at 3 Selby Court, Michael Street, the son of James and Agnes Gregg.
62. gribben edward


Private Gribbin (in CWGC and local records) (30100) 1st Battalion Border Regiment was killed by a shell on December 8th 1916, at the age of 30. 
He was buried at the front, but is now buried in grave X G10 of the Guard’s Cemetery, Lesboeufs.  This is 16km north east of Albert, France. Of the 3,136 men buried or commemorated here all but 40 are concentration graves from the battlefields or other local cemeteries.
He lived at 47 Scotch Street, and was the rural postman for Low Moresby.
He had joined up in May 1916. There is a photograph of him on page 7 of the “News” of 18th January 1917. 

He is also on Hensingham Liberal Club Memorial in Hensingham Cemetery.

63. gunson, Leslie Robert Schrader

He lived at Inkerman Terrace, the only son of John Robinson (a Draper’s Accountant) and Clara Jane (nee Schrader) of Ghyll Bank.  He was a lieutenant with the Royal Garrison Artillery 31 Heavy Battery, 4th Division, 3rd Army Corps (number not known). He died at the age of 20, on 18th of July 1916, in the Somme, while searching for his missing men. 
He is buried in Grave VI D4 at the Quarry Cemetery, Montauban. There are 598 men buried here, which is 10km east of Albert in France. There is a photograph of him on page 7 of the Whitehaven News dated 27th July 1916 and page 8 of 4th March 1915.
While returning from observation duty a bullet caught him in the back, and he died ten minutes later. He was educated at Kent House, Whitehaven and St. Bees School (1907 to 1913), where he was in the Officer Training Corps. In 1912 he won the Col. Dixon cup for shooting. He studied medicine and surgery at Edinburgh University, and was in the OTC there with the Field Artillery, as well. He immediately joined up on the outbreak of war (leaving his studies). He was given his commission as 2nd Lieutenant on September 19th 1914, being stationed at Fort Picklecombe, Plymouth. On 9th February 1915 he sailed with the British Expeditionary Force from Southampton to France, and had been on the Western front for around 18 months. He was promoted to temporary lieutenant in September 1915.
There is a photograph of him opposite page 60 of the St. Bees School Roll of Honour, 36 STB at Whitehaven Record Office. He also had a younger sister, Joyce Surtees Gunson, born 26th December 1899. She moved to Hythe, Kent in 1934 after the death of their mother in May of that year (to live with a Dr Dickson and his wife, but died, a spinster, at Worthing in 1995. Their father had died in April 1923. Both are buried in grave 5A41 at Whitehaven Cemetery. John Robinson was from Whitehaven, as was his father, Jeremiah, (Leslie & Joyce’s grandfather) but Clara was from Hackney, London where they had married in 1894. Of interest is that in 1891 at the age of 27 John Robinson was a boarder at the Corporation Road Craiglands Hydropathic Establishment, Ilkely, Yorkshire- recovering from an illness.
There is also a Brass memorial plaque to him on the south wall of the nave. He is also on the Hensingham St. John’s Church War Memorial.

64. hall ernest frederick


Private Hall (13738) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment died on 10th July 1917, aged 21.

He is commemorated on the Nieuport Memorial, Belgium. All 547 men commemorated here have no known grave. 

There are 547 men commemorated here who died in operations on the Belgian coast and have no known grave.

He was the son of John Hall of 29 Senhouse Street. He had two older brothers John of 66 Middle Row, Newhouses and Tom of Beckbottom, Hensingham and two sisters Ada and Jane.

65. hanlon christopher j


Private Hanlon (51402) of 7th Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment died on 18th September 1918.

He is buried in Grave VIII B6 of Fins New British Cemetery, Sorel-le-Grand, near Cambrai, France.

There are 1,289 men buried here- many (including Private Hanlon) have been moved here from other smaller local cemeteries.

He lived at 7 Countess Terrace, Bransty.

He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

66. harker william george

Sergeant Major Harker (9360) of 9 Platoon C Company 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 21st August 1915, aged 27. He had served for 7 years in India but died in the Gallipoli campaign. He had landed in Gallipoli on 25th April 1915, and was injured on 7th June. At the time of his death he was a Company Sergeant Major.
He is commemorated on Panels 119 to 125/222 and 223 of the Helles Memorial, Turkey.
He had enlisted with his two brothers (Richard, number 240261 of 5th Borders and Ernest, number 11080 of 6th Borders who was discharged due to wounds on 1st October 1918 having first been wounded in Gallipoli on 9th August 1915) and was the son of George and Elizabeth Harker of 4 Countess Terrace. It is known that he was wounded and was carried away on a stretcher, but not if he died and his grave was lost, as he was subsequently reported as simply missing, presumed killed.
67. harrison william


Private William Harrison (20033) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 4th September 1916.
He is remembered on the Pier and Faces 6A/7C of the Thiepval Memorial, his grave having been lost in the course of the war. He was hit by a machine gun bullet, death was instant.
He lived at 9 Hamilton Place, Queen Street. There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 12th October 1916.
He is also on the St. Nicholas and St. Begh’s Memorials.
68. hodgson isaac harvey



Gunner Hodgson (186327) of 261st Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery died on 27th August 1918 aged 25 while unloading ammunition. Another ten men died in the accident when a German shell fell among them.
He is buried in grave XXV A27 of Lijssentheok Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium.
He was from Keswick and had enlisted on Good Friday 1918. He was the seventh son of George and Elizabeth Hodgson of Windsor House, Harras Moor, and had previously worked at Moresby Colliery.

69. hodgson william james

Private Hodgson (6322) of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 24th May 1915.

He is buried in grave I H31 of Wimereux Communal Cemetery, Boulogne, France. There are 2,847 Great War Burials here, + 5 French & 170 Germans. There are also 14 Second World War Burials.
He lived at 5 Burley Court. 
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

70. hughes thompson


Gunner Hughes (9195) of Number 5 “C” Reserve Brigade, Royal Field Artillery died at 7.30 pm on 18th October 1915, at the age of 31.

He was buried in grave 6H146 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 24th October 1915 from the County of London War Hospital, with the death registered in Epsom. He had had his right hand amputated and had injuries to the right leg, which turned poisonous.
He was the husband of Edith Cameron Hughes (nee Crossley) and lived at 47 Peter Street. The wedding had been in the December quarter of 1905. He had two brothers (James and William) and three sisters (Sarah, Mary Ann and Margaret), and was the son of James and Margaret Hughes.
They had five children, and he had previously worked at the William Pit Coke ovens. He attended the Kirk Mission.
71. hully francis james


Sergeant Hully (301021) of the 6th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery was killed in action on 30th September 1918, aged 29. He was with his battery west of Haynecourt firing in a barrage. Shortly after they had commenced firing the enemy opened shell fire and Sergeant Hully, who was servicing his gun, was instantly killed by a shell fragment.
He held the Belgian Croix de Guerre (awarded in February 1918 by the King of the Belgians for bravery at Paschendale when he was mentioned in despatches ), and is buried in grave I C1 of Bourlon Wood Cemetery, 6km west of Cambrai, France. There are 244 men buried or commemorated here. 
He lived at 5 Charles Street (the son of the late William and Mrs Elizabeth Shearman Hully). He had been in Canada from 1910 to 1916, and was a member of the YMCA before emigration. Before going to Canada he was employed by Messrs Dixons and Shippen.
For his brothers see numbers 72 and 73 below.
72. hully hugh adair

Bombardier Hully (122394) of the 22nd Reserve Battery Royal Field Artillery died of wounds incurred on 11th March 1916 at the age of 29 on 7th August 1916. 
He was buried in grave 1X97 in Preston Quarter Cemetery on 13th. August from the Military Hospital at Cambridge Street, Barrow-in-Furness. He had previously been leading seaman J/42886 with the Royal Navy.
He lived at 5 Charles Street (the son of Mrs Elizabeth Shearman Hully). 

For his brothers see below. 
73. hully john thomas


 Lance Corporal Hully (2733) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 1st October 1916, aged 20 years and 5 months.
He was struck in the heart by shrapnel and  “slept peacefully away”.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He was a fireman on the locomotive engine at William Pit before enlisting in July 1915.

For his brothers see above.

74. hully mATTHEW


Private Hully (2415) of 1st/5th Battalion Border Regiment was killed on 30th June 1916 (having enlisted in November 1914), aged 18. 
He had left Barrow 3 weeks earlier, on Whitehaven Fair Day and was wounded by a shell within five minutes of joining his battalion. He died a short time later and was buried in Grave II A28 at Le Clytte Military Cemetery, 8km west of Ypres, Belgium. Five others were wounded in the incident.

He belonged to the Kirk Methodist Mission. A memorial service was held there on Sunday 16th July 1916. Over 50 members of that church served in the war.

He lived at 34 George Street. 
There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the Whitehaven News dated 20th July 1916.
Before the war he was a member of the Borough Air Rifle Club, based at the Shakespeare Hotel on Roper Street, and was a washer at William Pit.

75. hurst albert


Private Hurst (202717) of 9th Battalion Border Regiment died on 30th August 1917, aged 27.

He was buried in grave VI J2 of Doiran Military Cemetery, Greece (near the Macedonian border). There are 1,338 men buried or commemorated here
He was the husband of Mary Elizabeth (nee Southward, born 1881) Hurst of 17 Beckbottom, Hensingham who he had married in 1906, but the family home was 9 Mossop’s Buildings, Church Street by 1917 (27 Quay Street in 1911 to at least 1914, 6 Quay Street in 1891 and 1901). They had two children-Hewitson baptised at St James’ 10th July 1907 (when the family were living at 2 Gore’s Buildings) and Margaret (born 22nd March 1914 and baptised at St James’ 6th May 1914). He was a carter at Preston Street Goods Depot, and was the son of Hewitson Hurst of 6 Quay Street (a clog maker who had been born in Cockermouth but married at Whitehaven Holy Trinity on 5th October 1872) and his wife Hannah. He had a sister Mary (born 1892, there had been an earlier sister Mary 1884-July 1891) and 3 brothers-

Hewetson (born late 1879 and not to be confused with a Hewitson Hurst of a different branch of the family born in 1877), the 1879 one, Albert’s brother married Francis Allen Wilson at Carlisle in 1901 when he was serving with the Border Regiment at Carlisle, but a Hospital Porter at the Cumberland Infirmary by 1911, died at Carlisle in 1930- no children traced. 
William James (born 1873, moved to Maryport, married Margaret Diamond in 1897 where he died in June 1923 aged 49, no children but adopted a child Nara or Nora in 1910) 
and Robert (born 1876, married Elizabeth Haney at Barrow in 1898, who also had a son Hewitson in 1912, died at Meadow View House but formerly of 68 Esk Avenue on 2nd April 1950 and a Colliery Mission worshipper. They returned to 10 Mossops Buildings, Whitehaven in 1909 and had 10 children in all, at least 3 of which died in infancy). 
Mary is thought to have married a James Cairns in 1919.

His mother died in May 1902 and his father on 17th February 1923 at 4 Schoolhouse Lane. His son, Hewitson, died unmarried aged just 47 in October 1954 and is buried at Hensingham Cemetery, he cared for his mother. His wife died suddenly in her chair on 25th March 1959, aged 74, a “frail old lady” at 17 Beckbottom and was buried at Whitehaven Cemetery on 31st March. His daughter Margaret died unmarried in early 1993. 
It would seem that it was the 1877 Hewitson Hurst who took over the clog business following the death of Hewitson senior in 1923, as the business can be traced at 20 Ginns until 1934. He died on July 1956 at 73 Windermere Road, having been predeceased by his wife Janet on 26th February 1944. One of his children was also a Mary Hurst (born 4th December 1909, died 1984) who married in 1929 and became Gates-they had 3 children.
76. irving jOHN

Lance Corporal Irving (97920), of the 55thBattalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) died on 24th March 1918, at the age of 25, from inhaling shell gas on the 20th. He had joined the army in February 1917.
He was buried in Grave IX A16 at the Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, France.

He had joined the army in February 1917, and had been back in France from leave for 5 weeks before his death.

He had been employed in the tanning trade at Bootle, Liverpool. When John joined up his wife Agnes (nee Ellwood) and young daughter (Lillian) returned to Whitehaven at 4 Dixon’s Place, Michael Street. He was also a well known local footballer, and had attended Crosthwaite School. He was the son of George and Esther Irving. He had married in the September quarter of 1914.
See also the feature article on page 57 of the Whitehaven News dated 9th October 2014 which includes a photograph.
77. jackson alfred dale


Private Jackson (23958) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment died on 18th November 1916, aged 28.

He was buried in grave VI E7 at Serrre Road Cemetery No. 1, 11km NNE of Albert, France. He was originally posted missing presumed killed and his grave was not located until early 1928 (see West Cumberland Times 4 Feb 1928).

He was the son of Henry and Ann Charlotte Jackson of 14 Church Street. He had assisted in his father’s joinery business before joining up as Foreman and Book-keeper.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1Z2 38 at Preston Quarter Cemetery. His father died on 24th December 1939 aged 88, and his mother on 16th April 1919 aged 73.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
78. jackson joseph leonard
Driver Jackson (103375) of the 10th Battalion Canadian Engineers died on 7th September 1918 aged 35 (born 9th October 1882). He had been sitting in the wagon lines South East of Vis-en-Artois eating his supper when a high explosive shell landed nearby, killing him instantly.
He was buried in grave F28 of Upton Wood Cemetery, Hendecourt-les-Cagnicourt. This is 16km SE of Arras, France. There are 226 men buried here, all of whom died in August to September 1918.
He was the son of Henry and Elizabeth Jackson, and the husband of Jennie Jackson (nee Ellwood) of Ducks Range, Ducks, British Columbia, Canada where he was a rancher. He left £141/4/9 entirely to his wife. His father, Henry, had died on 29th July 1893 aged 46, his mother, Elizabeth, died on 4th June 1920 aged 67, he had siblings James, Louisa and John Henry who died in infancy, and Hilda Dixon Jackson who had died on 27th June 1907 aged 19 years 6 months (not actually buried here). Louisa was buried in Ward 4F unnumbered on 12th November (family then living at 20 High Queen Street), John Henry in 4L507 on 16th December 1883 (family living at 79 High Scotch Street) and James in 4F381 on 7th October 1875.
In 1901 he had been a horse keeper at Laverie Katone House, Aikton, Cumberland, and emigrated in 1906, arriving at Montreal from Liverpool on 8th June, initially bound for Winnipeg. The family lived at 74 Duke Street. 
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial. He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1T52 in Preston Quarter Cemetery.
79. jenkinson leonard


Private Jenkinson (3330) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st October 1916 aged 23.
He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial. His grave was lost in the course of the war.
He had enlisted with his older brother (John Taylor who was in the Friends’ Ambulance Unit at York) and lived at 2 Henry Street, Bransty, the son of John Jenkinson.
He enlisted in November 1915, and had been on active service since Easter 1916.

He was a grocer working for Alderman Davis. He was captain of the St. Nicholas School football team, and played for the town. He belonged to the Primitive Methodist Church, was the secretary of the Men’s Bible Class, and was planning to become a local preacher.
There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 19th October 1916. His father was Chairman of the Whitehaven Board of Guardians.
His father, John (who was a J.P.) died on 17th September 1922 aged 65, and his mother, Mary Ann, on 20th February 1919 aged 61.

He is also commemorated on the Primitive Methodist War Memorial for the Circuit, now in Cleator Moor Methodist Church, and on the family gravestone 6I29 of Whitehaven Cemetery.
80. johnston alexander james
Lance Corporal Johnston (144737) of 171st Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers died on 19th May 1916, aged 21. He had previously been 12522 in 8th Battalion Border Regiment.
He is buried in grave III A59 of Berks Cemetery Extension. This is 12km south of Ypres, Belgium. There are 876 burials here. L Cpl Johnston was transferred from the nearby Rosenberg Chateau Military Cemetery in 1930.
He was the son of John and Alice Maud Mary Johnston of 31 Victoria Road. He had been educated at St. Nicholas Boy’s School then St. Bees School on a scholarship. He then served his articles with Captain Blair D.S.O. (St. Nicholas Casualty No. 11), as surveyor to Whitehaven Colliery Company and entered the mines to get the experience needed for his manager’s ticket just before the outbreak of war, and his enlistment. He was returning from the cook house after tea when a shrapnel shell burst, killing him.
There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 8th June 1916.

He is also on the St. Nicholas and Methodist Church Memorials.

81. joyce jOHN


Private Joyce (39700), of the 7th Battalion (Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry) Border Regiment was killed in action, on 18th September 1918, at the age of 24. 
He is buried in grave 46 of Gauche Wood Cemetery, Villers-Guislain. This is 16km SW of Cambrai, France. There are 48 men buried or commemorated here.

He was the husband of Elizabeth (nee Clark) and lived at 17 Ladypit Terrace. The marriage had been in the December quarter of 1916. 
82. kelly herbert

Sergeant Kelly (14505) of the 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 22nd March 1918, aged 32. He was killed by a shell which exploded in the trenches, and died instantly. The body could not be recovered and he was buried in that trench. 
He is commemorated on Bay 6 of the Arras Memorial, with 34,794 other soldiers, as the grave could not subsequently be located.
Initially the “Pals” went to Boscombe (Hampshire) for training. In February 1915 they went to Codford, Salisbury, and by May of that year they were at Winchester.

He was one of the “Whitehaven Pals”, who enlisted together on the night of 29th August 1914, after a meeting at the YMCA. He was wounded on the Somme in 1916 and returned to France in August 1917. He had been recommended for the Military Medal.

He lived at 14 Albert Terrace, and was known by all as Bert. Prior to the War he had assisted his mother in managing Whitehaven Baths. He was married, and had one sister.
He is also on the St. Nicholas and Presbyterian (now URC) Church Memorials.

83. kemp joseph


Private Kemp (62119) of 2nd Battalion, Manchester Regiment died on 10th August 1918, aged 31.
He is remembered on Panel 9 of the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, France.

He was the son of John and Ellen Kemp and the husband of Sarah Ellen Kemp (nee Pearson) of 4 Storey’s Court, High Queen Street. The marriage had been in the December quarter of 1910.
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.
84. kendall charles


Driver Kendall (98227) of C Battery, 34th Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 30th September 1917.

He is buried in grave VIII E15 of Dozinghem Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium.

He was a doctor in civilian life and lived at 47 Scotch Street.
85. kendall ralph thomas


Private Thomas (8011) of 1st Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers died of wounds on 1st July 1915, aged 38.

He is buried in grave I J5A of Wimereux Communal Cemetery.  This is 5km north of Boulogne, France and was used for burials from various field hospitals in the area. All headstones lie flat here because of the sandy nature of the soil.
He was the son of Thomas Kendall, and the husband of Katherine Kendall of 25 Crackley Bank, Shifnal, Shropshire. His sister, Marian Gertrude Kendall, taught at St. James Infant School.
86. kennedy leonard russell


Private Russell (W/667) of 13th Battalion, Cheshire Regiment died on 8th October 1916, aged 20.

He is buried in grave III B3 of Contay British Cemetery. This is between Amiens and Arras, France. There are 1,133 burials here, mainly from the 9th and 49th Casualty Clearing Stations.

He was the oldest son of Hannah (died at Cockermouth Cottage Hospital March 9th 1968 aged 98) and the late John Russell Kennedy of 2 Solway View (died 26th October 1909 aged 40). He had enlisted at Liverpool because he was in the grocery trade at Birkenhead, having originally served his time at the shop of Peter Leech, Whitehaven. His 22 year old sister Margaret (Madgie) died at Garlands Asylum on 2nd February 1917. 
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1X155 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.
87. kennedy james


Lance Corporal Kennedy (4809) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 30th March 1917, aged 23.
He is commemorated on Bay 6 of the Arras Memorial- his grave having been lost in the course of the war.
He was the son of Mrs Elizabeth Kennedy (a widow) of Market Place.

He was a reservist who was called up in August 1914 and sent to France on 16th November 1914. He was wounded in 1915, when he lost a finger. He was involved in eight actions. His eldest brother enlisted in 1915, but was wounded early in 1916 and discharged.
He is also on the St. Nicholas and Holy Trinity Memorials.
88. kirk james


Private Kirk (16056) of the 1st/8th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (originally 9th Battalion KORL until transfer on 2nd March 1916) but further transferred to 175th Company Labour Corps (478509) died on 15th November 1918 aged 46 although censuses and his own enlistment form indicates 42 or 43. He had enlisted on 12th September 1914 and transferred to the Labour Battalion on 16th October 1917.
He is buried in grave VI D14 of Tincourt New British Cemetery, France. He had been severely wounded by an enemy mine at Peronne and died a few hours later.
He lived at 64 George Street and had also served with the Border Regiment for 10 years including in the Boer War (whether before or after 1901 is not clear). He had also worked at William Pit. He was the eldest son of Ann and the late James Kirk and was born at Distington (although the GRO indexes do not substantiate that). He had three brothers-Walker, William (working in County Durham) and Isaac and a sister Sarah Ann. At the date of his enlistment his mother lived at 47 Middle Row, New Houses. In his army papers is a bastardy order dated 11th May 1911 in respect of a child he fathered with one Margaret Crowe (of 2 Townley’s Court, George Street but 26 New Street when born)- the child (Henry Tyson) was born at the Workhouse on 15th November 1910 and payment of 2/6 per week had to be paid until the child was aged 23. In fact Henry had died in September 1911 aged 10 months, but the mother had not stopped the order. In 1881 the family lived at 3 Gores Buildings Inside Upstairs Left Hand (!!) and in 1901 at 7 Miles Court, Howgill Street. His father James, a platelayer, had died in January 1900 aged 40 and is buried in grave 4J2151 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.
89. kirkpatrick john william

Private Kirkpatrick (24602) of 15th Battalion Durham Light Infantry was killed in the trenches by a shell or mortar bomb on 9th June 1916, aged 22.

He is buried in grave I E39 of Dartmoor Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt, France, 3 km south east of Albert, France

There are 768 men buried here. It was named Dartmoor Cemetery because it was mainly used by the 8th & 9th Battalions of the Devonshire Regiment.

He was the only son of Richard & Mary Kirkpatrick of 3 Watson’s Yard, George Street. He enlisted in April 1915, and had previously been a platelayer on the Lowca to Harrington railway. He was a boxer and showed great promise in the sport.
He is also on the Holy Trinity Memorial.
90. kitchin harold


Private Kitchin (19551) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 29th September 1918, aged 27.

He is commemorated on Panel 6 of the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, France

He was the son of Thomas Fisher and Hannah Kitchin of 35 Peter Street.

91. kitchIn wILLIAM


Lance Corporal Kitchin (23962) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died at 0330 on 13th August 1917 (killed outright), at the age of 24 and was a nephew of H Kitchin (90 above). He was called up in early 1916, and had been wounded in the back in August 1916. He recovered and returned to the front in June 1917. 
He is commemorated on Panel 35 of the Ypres Main Gate Memorial.

He was a Quaker and had been employed by Mr Kennedy, Grocer in Queen Street. He lived at 4 Williamson’s Terrace, Tangier Street, the son of the late William and Mrs  A.J. Kitchin.

92. Kneen alfred tyson


Private Kneen (19809) of 11th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers died on 10th August 1917 aged 22.

He is commemorated on Panel 33 of the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.

He was the third son/fourth child of Mary Eleanor and the late William Kneen. When he joined up he was living in Hale, Cheshire. When he was baptised at St. James on 2nd May 1895 his father was a grocer, and the family were living at 21, George Street. When the first child was born in 1887 his father was a railway clerk. He was a grocer by 1892 when Elizabeth Barr was born.
93. leece robert


Private Leece (760828) of the 7th Battalion Canadian Infantry (British Columbia Regiment) died on 10th November 1917, aged 31. While with some comrades in a shell hole taking shelter from the heavy enemy bombardment, during the attack on Passchendale, he was instantly killed when an enemy shell burst in the shell hole he was occupying. He was reported missing, believed wounded. That was later corrected to killed in action.
He is remembered on Panels 18/28/38 of the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.

He was married to Mary Alice, and had emigrated to Vancouver. His parents lived at Middle Church Street. He was educated at St. Nicholas School, regularly attended the United Methodist Church and apprenticed with Joseph Craig, hairdresser of Lowther Street, where he worked for eight years. He emigrated in 1908.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
94. lewis alBERT


Territorial Private Lewis (1673) of A Company, 5th Border Regiment died on 24th May 1915.

He was buried at the front by the Borders and Seaforth Highlanders that night, and is remembered on Panel 35 of the Ypres Main Gate Memorial, his grave having been lost in the course of the war.

He joined up with his brother James, lived at 91 Queen Street (the son of Alexander and Maria of 22 George Street) and belonged to the Kirk Methodist Mission. He was hit in the forehead by a sniper, while the line advanced. 
He had been a ticket collector at William Pit.
He is also on the Colliery Mission Roll of Honour.

95. lewthwaite william percy


Private Lewthwaite (15604) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 5th July 1916, aged 24.

He is buried in grave VII K7 of Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres, France. This is on the Amiens to St Quentin Road. There are 1,860 men buried or commemorated here, all from the battlefield or other cemeteries in the area.

He was one of the sons of Richard and Hannah Jessie Lewthwaite of 8 York Terrace. Their other son, Joshua Bowe Lewthwaite, served as 79482 with the 6th Welsh. He had been fighting within the 75th Infantry Brigade of the BEF. He fell close to a German trench while in “no-mans land” and behaved with “the greatest coolness and courage”.
He had worked as a stonemason for Mr H. Kitchin of Corkickle.

He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
96. lister thomas


Private Lister enlisted as number 4915 with B Company 2nd Battalion Border Regiment 7th Platoon 7th Division (per the memorial). However he transferred to the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 20th Company where he was promoted to Lance Corporal (number 18205). This may have occurred in September 1915 when the 6th Battalion went to Belton Park, Grantham (the home of the MGC) for training.
He died on 1st July 1916 and is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 5C/12C of the Thiepval Memorial, France.

He lived at Davy Pit House, Harras Moor.  

See also Casualty 47 above.
97. little thomas


Private Little (306789), of the 2nd/8th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, was killed in action on 9th October 1917, at the age of 20. 
He is commemorated on Panel 54 to 60 & 163A of the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium.

He was from 5 Union Terrace, Peter Street. He had joined the army in May 1916, and was posted to France in March 1917.

Previously he had been a shiftman at William Pit. His parents were the late Joseph and Isabella.
98. lumley robert kilvington
Rifleman Lumley (267255, formerly 5113) of 2nd/7th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales’s own) died on 11th April 1917, aged 32. 
He is commemorated on Bay 4 of the Arras Memorial.

He was the fifth son of William and Mary Ann Lumley of Goldsboro’ Villa, Victoria Road, and the husband of Emma Jane Lumley (nee Will) of 6 Granville Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester but living in Birmingham at the time of his death. The family had previously lived at 28 Mill Street, Whitehaven. His father was a Solicitor. Robert’s marriage had only been in the June quarter of 1916 so there were no children when he died.
He was a traveller for a photographic firm in Birmingham. His sister taught at St. James Infants School from 1904.

99. mcfarlane john JAMES SIDNEY


Private McFarlane (9272) of 6 Platoon B Company 1st Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 3rd July 1915, aged 28 during the Gallipoli campaign.

He is buried at grave XI B7 of Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery, Helles, Turkey

He lived at 4 Low Harras Moor. His brother James is entry 100 below. James and John were sons of John McFarlane (an old soldier with the Seaforth Highlanders) and his wife Jane of 15 Sandhills Lane.

Before the war he was in India for 8 years and had been born at Maryhill, Lanark, Scotland.  There are photographs of him, his brother and his father on page 8 of the “News” dated 15th July 1915.

He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

100. macfarlane james


Private MacFarlane (1897) of B Company 5th Battalion Border Regiment died at 1745 on 23rd June 1915, aged 20.

He is buried in Grave IV B9 at the R.E. Farm Cemetery, Heuvelland (9 km south of Ypres) Belgium where 179 men are buried.

He lived at 4 Low Harras Moor. His brother John is entry 99 above. James and John were sons of John McFarlane (an old soldier with the Seaforth Highlanders) and his wife Jane of 15 Sandhills Lane. He had worked in the Iron Ore Mines and for Whitehaven Corporation. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” dated 15th July 1915.
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

101. manford william

Private Manford (17634) of the 1st/5th Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 31st August 1918 aged 27, from one of the Casualty Clearing Stations in the area. (Note the Memorial states that he was a Lance Corporal). He was a Bomb Instructor at the time of his death.
He is buried in grave VI D30 of Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt

He lived at 5 Wellington Row. He was the husband of Sarah Manford of 25, Norway Street, Waterloo, Liverpool. His brother was in the 5th Border Regiment. They had only married in the June quarter of 1918 in the West Derby district of Liverpool.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

102. maratTy william 


Private Maratty (6212) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died at sea on 1st September 1915 aged 34 from wounds sustained on 21st August 1915 in the Gallipoli campaign, having arrived there on 10th June 1915.

He was therefore buried at sea and he is now commemorated on Panel 119 to 125/222 & 223 of the Helles Memorial.

He lived at 44 Queen Street, and was the son of Joseph and Sarah Jane Maratty of 53 Queen Street.
He was married to Mary Ann (nee Glaister) and they had three children.

He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

103. martin george


Private Martin (18166) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 19th April 1918 aged 21.

He is buried in grave VG 765 of Meteren Military Cemetery, 17km south west of Ypres, in France.

All 768 burials and commemorations here are concentrated from other cemeteries in the area. In the case of Private Martin he was moved from Le Roukloshille Military Cemetery, Meteren.

He lived at 2 Thompsons Court, Senhouse Street. He was confirmed in France, by the Army Chaplain on 28th April 1916, when he was serving with the 15th West Yorkshire Regiment.
He had previously worked Mr D. Kerr of Burton High Farm.

104. mason tHOMAS 


Gunner Mason (645) died on 17th June 1915 while serving with the Howitzer School, 645 Trench, Royal Garrison Artillery 24th T.M. Battery. 
He is remembered on Panel 9 of the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, which contains the names of 54,391 servicemen without known graves.

He worked at Wellington Pit and had lodged then with a Mrs Garroway on Senhouse Street. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” of 22nd July 1915. 
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
105. matthews arthur


Chief Engine Room Artificer 2nd Class (271000) died on 26th October 1916 aged 36 when the Fawn Class Destroyer HMS Flirt (VI) was sunk.
He is commemorated on Panel 15 of the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

For some reason the memorial quite incorrectly states Border Regiment. In July 1915 he was mentioned in despatches by the Admiral of the Dover Squadron. The Flirt was attacking four German vessels when last seen. This followed an attack on the Dover Barrage by 12 German Torpedo Boats. The Flirt was shelled at point blank range just after 10pm and sunk by a German Torpedo Boat, 60 men were lost out of a crew of 69. Those who survived had been lowered in her whaler to pick up men from the attacked seven drifter patrols, who were in the water. The whaler was then depth charged by a British destroyer, thinking it was a German submarine- they were very lucky to survive. Overall that night 130 lives were lost, 7 vessels lost and four others damaged.
He was the son {born 12th January 1880)  (second of six children of whom three were born at Rosario, Argentina) of Joseph and Hannah Matthews (of St. George’s Terrace, Bransty) and the husband of Caroline Matthews of 100 Lyndhurst Road, North End, Portsmouth. He was born in Rosario, but came to Whitehaven when young. He apprenticed at Lowca Engineering Works before joining the navy on 15th April 1903. They had two young children. He was an old scholar of the Congregational Sunday School. He had served on many vessels and joined the Flirt on 24th June 1915.
106. mcardle arthur


Private McArdle (42584) of 2nd Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment died on 24th October 1918, aged 20. He had formerly been 266157 with the King’s Own Royal Lancashire Regiment.
He is buried in grave II C 14 of Delsaux Farm Cemetery, Beugny, from the 29th or 46th C.C.S. There are 495 burials or commemorations here, which is 19km SW of Cambrai, France.

He was the son of Hugh & Jessie McArdle of 1 College Arch, College Street. Hugh died at Lovell, Arizona on 25th June 1916 aged 58 and Jessie died on 19th December 1913 aged 52.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone in Ward 6O of Whitehaven Cemetery.
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

107. mcconvey edward


Private McConvey (73939) of 28th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Saskatchewan Regiment) died on 6th June 1916 aged 28, in an attack north of Zillebeke. He was initially posted as missing, but that was subsequently corrected to presumed dead, therefore he never had a known grave.

He is commemorated on Panel 18/26/28 of the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial.

His birth on 8th April 1888 was registered in Whitehaven, but Canadian immigration records (on crossing from the US at Niagara Falls, and completed by himself) suggest that he was born at Blackpool. His father, Peter, lived at 12 Peter Street. 

In the 1901 census he was living with his grandfather at 1 Burnyeat Terrace, and is a Post Office Messenger Boy.

He had arrived at Quebec, Canada from Liverpool on the Lake Manitoba on 19th June 1911. The ship’s manifest states that he is a farmer going to live at Ripley, Ontario. However by November of that year he is a seaman living at Goderich.

He enlisted on 23rd October 1914 at Fort William (presumably Canada, rather than Scotland). He was 5’7” tall. He had previously served for a year with the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment.

He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial, which incorrectly cites his surname as McConvery.
108. mccullocK william alexander
Corporal McCullock (14808) of 7th Battalion Border Regiment died on 20th April 1917, aged 22.
He is buried from the 19th C.C.S. in grave II N16 of Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun, France.
He was one of 7 children of Richard and Martha McCullock of 31 Peter Street, and was a miner before joining up. The other children were Richard, Hugh, Tom, Annie, Maggie and one other.
He was the husband of Eva McCullock (nee Hamilton) of 26 Main Street, Parton and had one child. The marriage had been in the March quarter of 1915. He enlisted on 19th September 1914 and was employed on the locomotive at William Pit.
Various documents refer to him either as McCulloch or McCullock.

His brother, Richard, died in October 1917 and is on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

He is also on the Presbyterian (now URC) Church War Memorial.

109. mccutcheon william James

Private McCutcheon (S/8499) of 1st Battalion Seaforth Highlanders died of wounds (incurred on 9th November) on 15th November 1917 aged 25. He had initially joined the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment but was discharged after six weeks due to his eyesight. He joined the Seaforth Highlanders in 1915. He was wounded in France in 1916, but recovered and was sent to Mesopotomia in April 1917.
He is buried in grave XII F6 of the Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iraq. There are 4,160 burials or commemorations here.

Due to the political situation the cemetery is not currently open and the records are in the U.K.

He was the husband of Elizabeth McCutcheon (nee Gill) of Telfer’s Court, Brackenthwaite, who he had married in the June quarter of 1911. He had been a miner at Wellington Pit. They had one boy, William who was aged 2 at the date of his father’s death, and had been baptised at Holy Trinity on 3rd February 1915 when the family lived at 84 George Street.
They had had a little girl, Jessie, baptised on 16th April 1913, when they lived at 24 Duke Street. She died in March 1915 and was buried from Holy Trinity on 22nd March in common grave 4N186 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
He is also on the Holy Trinity Memorial.
110. McDonnell William


Private McDonnell (24224) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 24th November 1917, aged 30.

He was buried from Number 5 Casualty Clearing Station in grave P III T 2B of Rouen St Sever Cemetery Extension, France.

He was the son of William and Margaret McDonnell of Lancaster. The family had previously lived at 13 Church Street, Whitehaven and William still lived there when he enlisted on 12th December 1915. He was a bookstall manager. He was sent to the front on 2nd July 1916 from Folkestone, and made up to Lance Corporal on 12th September, but returned to a Private on 30th October for being late on parade.
He was a Roman Catholic, as can be seen from the rosary returned with his personal effects after his death, and is also on St. Begh’s Memorial.

111. McGill Robert

Private McGill (1045052) of 20th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) died on 28th August 1918, aged 29. While with his platoon in the Sunken Road, during an attack South of Haucourt, he was shot through the head by an enemy rifle bullet and was instantly killed. (The memorial incorrectly states that he was a Sergeant).
When he joined up he was living at 71 Sandwich Road, Walkerville, Ontario- a machinist. His next of kin was his brother, James- of 58 Lincoln Road, Barrow in Furness. He had enlisted at Ontario on 21st July 1916.

He is buried in grave I B34 of the Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, Haucourt, France.
He was the son of Abraham and Catherine McGill and had been born on 27th July 1889 and had worked at William Pit before emigration in 1910 or 1911. His father was a builder and contractor.
He is also on Holy Trinity Memorial

112. mcguffie william  james


Private McGuffie (20394) of 8th Battalion Kings Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) died on 2nd March 1916, aged 21.

He is buried at grave Enclosure 4 XI B44 of Bedford House Cemetery. This is 2km south of Ypres Belgium. As enclosure 4 was not constructed until 1918 he must have originally been buried either on the battlefield or from other cemeteries. Between the 6 enclosures there are 5,139 men buried or commemorated here.

He was the son of John and Mary Ellen McGuffie of 75 Scotch Street, and was a member of the Kirk Methodist Mission.
113. mckenzie hugh
MM


The memorial shows him as serving with the East Lancashire Regiment (Service number 486).
However a combination of CWGC and Parish Records indicate that this is Sergeant McKenzie (715043) M.M. of D Battery, 210th Brigade Royal Field Artillery. He died on 3rd May 1918 aged 35. He was killed instantaneously by a shell that came into his dug out. He had joined the Cumberland Artillery on 20th February 1906.He was a Roman Catholic.
The military medal was awarded posthumously in October 1918, at a full parade of A company at the Drill Sheds, Whitehaven.
He is buried in grave XV C11 of Bienvillers Military Cemetery, France. His brother, James, served in the same battery and was present at the funeral
He was the husband of Eli.zabeth McKenzie (nee Tuite) of 5 Countess Terrace, Bransty, and the son of Mr & Mrs J. McKenzie of 1 Newtown.
He had been a deputy at William Pit and was one of the rescuers at the Wellington Pit 1910 disaster, for which he was awarded the Edward Medal 2nd Class.

He was mentioned in despatches in August 1917 and awarded the Military Medal in February 1918. He had originally joined the Cumberland Artillery on February 20th 1906.

He is commemorated on the family gravestone in Ward 6O of Whitehaven Cemetery, and on the St. Begh’s memorial.

114. mclAughlin john 
Private McLaughlin (3/11030) of 2nd Battalion Durham Light Infantry died on 9th August 1915, aged 35. The memorial incorrectly spells the surname as McLoughlin.
He is commemorated on Panels 36 and 38 of the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial.

He was the husband of Eliza (nee Conery): they married in the June quarter of 1902. She remarried in the September quarter of 1917and became Eliza Westgarth (wife of John) of 10 Iris Terrace, Crawcrook, Ryton, County Durham.

His brother Robert is number 115 below.
115. mclAughlin robert

Acting Bombardier (984) of the 2nd Cumberland Battery, 4th East Lancashire Brigade Royal Field Artillery died of wounds on 12th March 1916 aged 37. The memorial incorrectly spells the surname as McLoughlin.

He is buried in grave B20 of the Suez War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt. There are 513 Great War casualties buried here. As the cemetery was not opened until 1918 Bombardier McLaughlin would originally have been buried in the Protestant Cemetery, and subsequently relocated here. That Cemetery had only been consecrated the day before the funeral.
He lived at 18 Windmill Brow, the son of John and Elizabeth McLaughlin (of 29 George Street). His brother John is number 114 above. Two other brothers, William and James also served.
He left a widow and four children, and had previously worked at William Pit.

116. metcalf thomas stanley


Private Metcalf (8/1575) of the 1st Battalion Otago Regiment, New Zealand Expeditionary Force died at Flers on 17th September 1916, aged 26. 
When the war broke out he was farming in New Zealand.
His battalion went to Egypt and then the Dardanelles. He had a lucky escape once when a bullet passed through his hat. He then had to be invalided home in the summer of 1915 due to dysentery, but soon went back abroad.

He is buried in Grave II B25 of the Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension, 3km south of Albert, France. There are 2,162 men buried here- most were wounded men who died here at a number of Casualty Clearing Stations and Hospitals that were established in the immediate area. From the date of death he would have died at either the 45th or 56th Casualty Clearing Station or the XV Corps Main Dressing Station.

His parents William and Mary lived at 22 Victoria Road. His parents received messages of support from the New Zealand Minister of Defence and the Private Secretary of the Governor of New Zealand. His father (a wholesale grocer) died on 2nd March 1933 aged 77, his mother on 26th February 1931 aged 76, his sister Florence on 29th September 1934 aged 49 and another sister Muriel Victoria on 4th May 1959 aged 62.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial, and a stained glass window to him in St. James’ Church (the one nearest to the disabled door). He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1V190 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
117. middleditch john HENRY

Acting Sergeant Middleditch (56752) of D Battery 105th Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 8th August 1916 aged 37.

He is buried in grave VIII G 4 of Flatiron Copse Cemetery, Mametz, France. Of the 1,572 men buried or commemorated here over 1,100 were reinterred here from battlefield graves or smaller local cemeteries.
He lived at 4 Watsons Court, Tangier Street and was married (September quarter of 1901 to Lizzie Morris). He had worked at William Pit and lived in Whitehaven since 1901, but was born in Swansea. He was well known locally for his football and had played with Parton Northern Union Club. They had two children- William Henry (baptised at Holy Trinity 24th January 1906 and buried from St. James on June 3rd 1907 in grave 4F221 at Preston Quarter Cemetery- a common grave, one other child buried there on May 13th) and Mary Elizabeth baptised at Holy Trinity on 4th March 1915, died aged 3 days and buried from Holy Trinity on March 8th 1915 in  grave 4U184- a common grave, three other children buried there.
He is also on the Holy Trinity Memorial.

118. morton william Gunson
Lance Corporal Morton (240603) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died of fever on 13th September 1918, aged 21.

He was buried from the 9th Casualty Clearing Station in Plot 1, Row F Grave 10 of the Dueville Communal Cemetery, Extension, Italy. This is 12km north of Vicenza. There are 134 burials here.

He was the son of William Crowther and Jane Morton .
He is also on Holy Trinity Memorial.
119. morton, Eric

Lieutenant Morton (no service number because he was an Officer) of 247th Field Company, Royal Engineers died on 26th August 1918, aged 26. The memorial gives his rank as Lance Corporal.
He is buried in grave VE3 of Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, France.

He was the son of Joseph Crisp and Fanny Morton of “Summerfield”, Hensingham Road, but lived at 9 Tangier Street.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

120. mossop, Ralph

Flight Cadet Mossop died aged 19, on 30th October 1918, while based at RAF Waddington, Lincolnshire. 
His engine failed, leading to an awkward, forced landing, after first hitting a tree with tremendous force.
He was buried in grave 1H54 at Preston Quarter Cemetery, on 2nd November. 
He lived at 55 Church Street and was the youngest of three sons of Mr.  & Mrs J.S. Mossop. He won a scholarship at Irish Street School where he joined the Cadet Corps then went to St. Bees School from 1912 to 1915. He worked at Union Hall, under Mr E.B. Croasdell. He belonged to the Congregational Church, and had been in their Sunday school and Lad’s Brigade.  
There is a photograph of him opposite page 136 of the St. Bees School Roll of Honour, 36 STB at Whitehaven Record Office.

He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church).

121. mulcaster-beck henry wallace


Private Mulcaster-Beck (9284) of the South African Infantry (a South African Citizen) died at Fampoux on 12th April 1917, aged 20.  The date of death tells us that at the time he was fighting with the 9th Scottish division in the first, abortive, attempt to retake the village of Rouex.
He is buried in grave I B1 of the Browns Copse Cemetery, Rouex, France, which is 8km east of Arras. The village of Rouex is built around a cave system, which made it very challenging to retake. There are 2,029 men buried here- the vast majority of which are concentrated here from initially battlefield burials.

He was the son of Mrs Y L Beck, of Benfield Cottage, Heynike Street, The Strand, Cape Province, South Africa.

The stained glass window tells that there were still grandparents in Whitehaven (Henry and Margaret Ann Mulcaster).

His niece, Isabella, taught at St. James Infants School for many years.

He was the only son of Mr W. Mulcaster, mining engineer whose father, Henry Mulcaster, was manager of the Whitehaven Collieries. W. Mulcaster had been in Africa for many years and Henry Wallace was born in Africa.
The easternmost stained glass window (by the Lady Chapel) on the south wall of the nave is also dedicated to him.
122. mullen robert


Private Mullen (32651) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 20th November 1917, aged 19.

He is remembered on Panel 7 of the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, France- his battlefield grave was lost in the course of the war. Private Mullen died on the opening day of the Battle of Cambrai.
He was the son of Robert Carrow and Sarah Ann Mullen of 21 Brackenthwaite. He belonged to the Town Mission and the Sons of Temperance, and had worked at the coking plant of Ladysmith Pit (including at the building of the plant). In 1901 the family lived at Burnyeat’s Passage and his father was a Tanner’s Labourer. His father died at 11 Church Street on 11th July 1937, aged 66, and his mother at 13 Church Street on 1st April 1944 aged 67. He had two brothers- John who died on 14th September 1941 aged 37 (buried in 6E385), and Reuben who died on 28th February 1984 aged 67.
He is also on the Town Mission Memorial. He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 6F49 of Whitehaven Cemetery.
123. murphy john


Private Murphy (11609) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 23rd October 1916, aged 21. He had served in Gallipoli with D Company 6th Battalion
He is commemorated on Pier and faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He lived at 5 Peter Street, and was the son of Alexander and the late Mary Murphy of 1 Peter Street. There is a photograph of him on page 7 of the “News” dated 16th November 1916. 

There was a memorial service for him and other members of the church killed in the war at the Kirk Methodist Mission on 19th November 1916.
124. nichol robert hartley


Private Nichol (17491) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment was killed in France on 27th January 1917, at the age of 31.
He is buried in grave II J19 of Auchonvillers Military Cemetery, France. This is 20km south of Arras. There are 528 burials here. Private Nichol was among the last to be interred here.
He lived at 105 Queen Street before marriage, and was the husband of Sarah Jane Nichol (nee Dixon) of 13 Guard Street, Workington. They had moved to 10 Langholm Street, Newcastleton, Roxburghshire. The marriage cannot be traced, so presumably occurred in Scotland. He was the only son of Isaac and Elizabeth Nichol, originally of Hensingham- he had six sisters.
He is NOT on Newcastleton War Memorial. The Robert Nichol on that memorial of the Royal Scots Regiment is confirmed to be a different casualty. He is, however, also on Hensingham Village and Church War Memorials. 
125. nicholson john edward


Private Nicholson (18132) of 7th Battalion Kings Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) died on 10th March 1916 aged 34.

He is buried in grave II S5 of St. Vaast Post Military Cemetery, Richebourg-L-Avoue, France. This is 9km NE of Bethune. There are around 800 burials here, many (like Private Nicholson) from the Field Dressing Station situated here.

He was the husband of Ruth Nicholson (nee Hunter) who he had married in the September quarter of 1901. They lived at 5 Senhouse Lane.
He is also on the St. Begh’s Church War Memorial.
126. nobLe george


Lance Corporal Noble (58664) died instantly of shrapnel wounds at Langemarch on Oct 24th 1917, at the age of 26. The memorial does not give a rank.
He had enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery on 2nd May 1916, later transferred to the Northumberland Fusiliers, and then to the 170th company of the Machine Gun Corps.

He is buried in Grave III D19 of the Cement House Cemetery in Langemarch, which is North of Ypres. There are 3,592 men buried here- a concentration from other cemeteries and battlefield graves.

As well as belonging to the Young Men’s Bible Class, he was also a sidesman at Christ Church. A memorial service was held for him there on Sunday 11th November.

He lived at 19 Brackenthwaite, and was a miller at Pattinson’s Beacon Mills. He had a younger brother, William, also serving in the Forces (India at the time of George’s death), and was the son of George & Fanny Noble. His father died on 15th May 1926 aged 68, his mother on 8th February 1932 aged 77, and older sister Ethel on 9th January 1932 aged 46.
His name is also on the Christ Church Young Men’s Bible Class Memorial. He is additionally commemorated on the family gravestone 5A27 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
127. nugent william


Private Nugent (358696) of the 1st/10th Battalion The Kings Liverpool Regiment died of wounds on 9th April 1918 aged 36.

He is buried in grave I M34 of Chocques Military Cemetery. This is 4km NW of Bethune. There are 1,801 men buried here, many (like Private Nugent) from C.C.S. No. 1.

He was born at Cleator Moor but living at Wigan when he enlisted at Ashton-under-Lyne. At both the 1891 and 1901 censuses he was living with his grandparents at Bowthorn Road, Cleator Moor.
128. parker john


Private Parker (33223) of the 10th Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment died on 9th April 1917 aged 36. He had initially joined the Border Regiment but transferred to the LNL Regiment.
He is buried in grave B19 of Beurains Road Cemetery, Beurains, France.  There are 331 men buried or commemorated here.

He lived at Bowes Court, Senhouse Street, and was married with five children. He had been a miner at William Pit.
129. pearson john


Private Pearson (30107) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 21st May 1917 aged 21.

He is commemorated on Bay 6 of the Arras Memorial, France.

He lived at 17 Victoria Road, the son of Daniel William Pearson. His brother, Gilbert, served in the Black Watch Regiment (number 265331) and his brother Frank served in the Border Regiment. He had apprenticed at Whittles as an ironmonger. There are photographs of the three brothers in the “Whitehaven News” of 30th September 1915.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
130. pearson william frears


 Sapper Pearson (WR/327160) of the Royal Engineers (Inland Waterways and Docks) died on 30th October 1918, at the age of 29.  He had originally joined the Westmorland & Cumberland Yeomanry at Penrith on 17th September 1914. He subsequently joined the Royal Engineers at Bristol. The Burial Register says that he was serving with the Labour Battalion at the time of death.
In the 1891 census he was living at 20 Crescent, Cleator Moor (which matches with his enlistment papers which say born Cleator Moor), and at 94 Queen Street, Whitehaven in 1901. At enlistment he gave his occupation as a carter.

He was buried on 4th November 1918 in Grave 4N281 at Preston Quarter Cemetery. The death was registered at Chepstow, and he was buried from Pidenham Camp, Gloucestershire.
He was the son of Mrs Mary Hannah Pearson of 20 Michael Street, and the husband of Mary Ann Pearson of 12 Hilton Terrace. The marriage had been in the June quarter of 1913.
This is believed to be the same casualty as W.L. Pearson on the Cleator Moor Methodist War Memorial.

131. pepper walter


Private Pepper (240733) of A Company, 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 25th April 1917, aged 21. He was killed by a shell in the trenches, and initially buried to the rear of the trenches
He is buried in grave IV A36 of Wancourt British Cemetery. This is 8km SE of Arras. There are 1,936 men buried or commemorated here. 

He had married Maudland Maria Myers at St. James on 26th February 1915. They lived at 3 Charles Street. He was the son of a Slate quarryman from Seatoller, but originated from Vale View, Coniston, where his mother still lived at the time of his death. He had worked at William Pit from Summer 1914 to November 1916.  He had enlisted early in 1914 but was discharged later that year for ill health, then re-enlisted in 1916. He was the third of four children of Edward and Margaret Ann Pepper (both 43 in 1901)- the others being Hannah, James and Albert.
Walter Pepper was cousin to the grandfather of Anthony Pettendrup, Matt Pepper (1860-)). Many of the German PoWs at Moota PoW camp near Cockermouth in World War Two were out-posted to farms. One of these was a Carl Pettendrup (1924-2004) He was sent to Low Nest Farm (the farm first appears on maps from about 1680 when it was called Pyets Next) to work with the Pepper family. He fell in love with the farmer’s daughter, Elsie (1922-2006), and married her and stayed on for the rest of his life as a Cumbrian farmer. They had three children, Anthony, Angela and Alison. Alison True still lives there and runs a B&B business at the farm, as did her parents and her grandparents. 

Joseph Sidney Pepper (-1918), cousin to Matt Pepper, also died in Flanders in 1918. He was born in Stonethwaite, Borrowdale, died of wounds and buried at Longuenesse on the southern outskirts of St Omer, France.

He is also commemorated on Coniston War Memorial.

132. raby james


Private Raby (3789) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 11th March 1915 at the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, aged 24. He was shot in the head.
He is remembered on Panels 19 and 20 of the Le Touret Memorial, his battlefield grave having been lost.
He lived at Back Row, Newhouses and was married with one boy (The marriage to Margaret A. McGee was in the June quarter of 1911). He had worked at William Pit. His mother lived at 2 White’s Lane, Quay Street.
133. richardson leonard


Private Richardson (442770) of 54th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) died on 10th November 1916, aged 19, in No. 13 General Hospital Boulogne Hospital from a gunshot wound to the head on 25th October 1916.

He is buried in Grave VIII D171 of the Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France. There are 5,743 burials here.

He lived at 80 Morris Avenue, Fernie, British Columbia, Canada- the son of William Edward and Mary Alice. There is a photograph of him on page 7 of the “News” dated 21st December 1916. He had enlisted in the Canadians in 1915. Other family details are in the next entry, for his brother.
134. richardson william edward


Gunner Richardson (40871) of 1st Brigade of the Canadian Field Artillery, died on 16th August 1917, aged 24. Towards dusk, during the Hill 70 operations, his battery was subjected to a heavy bombardment and while responding to an S.O.S. call from the Infantry, an enemy shell burst in the gun pit in which he was on duty, killing him instantly.
He is buried in Grave IV E14 of the Bully-Grenay Communal Cemetery (British Extension), which is 20km north of Arras, France. There are 803 men buried here.

He lived at 80 Morris Avenue, Fernie, Kootenay district of British Columbia, Canada- the son of William Edward and Mary Alice. His father died on 21st June 1939, at the age of 72 having emigrated to Canada, from Whitehaven, in 1903. It seems that he left to the Klondike goldfields, and his wife followed him in 1905, on board the Parisian from Liverpool, arriving on 22nd September 1905 at Montreal. His father had arrived on the same vessel at the same port on 5th September 1903. According to the 1911 Canadian Census there was another brother, George, 2 years older than William, and a sister Josephine who was 2 years younger than Leonard. In 1911 they were living at 8 Jeffrey Avenue, Fernie. Mary was 8 years older than William senior, who was listed as a coalminer then. In Whitehaven the family had lived at James Pit.
He is also on the St. Nicholas  Memorial.
135. robertson john cyril lESLIE

Lance Corporal Robertson (14411), of the 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards died on 6th March 1917, of his wounds, at the No 10 General Hospital, at Rouen (removed there from the no 34 Clearing Station). He had received gunshot wounds in the back and thigh. He was 21.

He is buried in grave O VII I 6 of the St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen. 
He was the son of Mr and Mrs J W Robertson of 40 Roper Street, and had assisted in his father’s printing and stationery business. He enlisted in December 1914. His older brother Percy W served with the Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry C squadron and broke his leg in action in early 1917.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
136. sanderson robert henry  
Bombardier Sanderson (715338) of D Battery 210th Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery died on 28th August 1918 aged 20. He was killed by a German shell as he was on his way to rejoin his battery on return from his wedding leave.
He is buried in Grave VII J 6 at the Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont (14km NNE of Albert, France), where 3,186 men are buried.

He lived at 7 Henry Street. He had married Nellie Garner at St. James on 17th August 1918 and was awarded the Serbian Gold Medal by King Peter for services rendered.. 
He had been a Clerk at the City of Carlisle Electricity Works. He had served in Gallipoli and had served in France for 13 months before his wedding.

137. shackley henry


Private Shackley (9730) of 11 Platoon C Company 1st Battalion Border Regiment died of wounds on 27th August 1915 in the Gallipoli campaign. His wounds had been sustained on 9th June 1915, having landed there on 25th April 1915.
He is buried in grave III D9 of Hill 10 Cemetery, Turkey. There are 699 men buried or commemorated here, in what is purely a concentration cemetery.

He lived on Duke Street but was born in Workington, which was also where he enlisted.
138. sharpe isaac


Private Sharpe (68153) of the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) died on 31st December 1917, aged 19.

He is remembered on the Chatby Memorial, Alexandria, Egypt.
It is probable that he was one of the 76 men who died when the HT Osmanieh was sunk by a mine entering Alexandria that day. HT stands for Hired Transport, merchant on fleet support duties. The mine had been laid by UC34 at 31o 10’N, 29o 48’E. The same submarine had sunk two other HT’s the previous day in much the same location, by torpedoes.

He was the son of James and Mary A. Sharpe of 3 Low McGarry’s Buildings.

139. shepherd albert thomas


Sapper Shepherd (7826) of 9th Field Company Royal Engineers died at Mailly-Maillet (Somme) on 21st December 1915 aged 31.

He is buried in grave III F10 of Sucrerie Military Cemetery, Colincamps, France. There are 1,103 men buried or commemorated here, which is 16km north of Albert.
He was responsible for repairing water pipes, and lived at the pumping station. He died of a haemorrhage after violent vomiting during the morning of the 21st December. There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 10th February 1916.
He lived at 10 Countess Terrace, Bransty, and was the son of John Cooke and Isabella Shepherd.
140. shimmin harry


Private Shimmin (S/11515) of 2nd Battalion Seaforth Highlanders died on the Somme on 14th October 1916 aged 20.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Face 15C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He was the son of Philip and Sarah Ann (nee Blainey) Shimmin of 21 Senhouse Street and had previously been wounded in June 1916. The parents married at St. James on 26th February 1881. His father died on 9th October 1928 and his mother on 11th February 1935.
His older brother, also Philip Shimmin (born 1886) emigrated to Cle Elum, United States in 1907, arriving at Albany, Vermont on 2nd November 1907. He then moved to Fernie, British Columbia in 1910 entering Canada at Cascade City, British Columbia on 21st October 1910. He died in Canada on 3rd March 1973.

He is also on the Furness Railway Memorial at Barrow-in-Furness Station. He is also commemorated on the gravestone, 6A10, of his brother, William, who died in 1918 at Workington aged 35, and of his parents, 6A12.
141. skinner robert henry


Private Skinner (14662) 2nd Border Regiment enlisted on 5th September 1914 at the age of 20 years and 3 days. He was sent to France on 24th September 1915, and was injured in the head and back on 27th April 1916. He was initially treated at 30 Casualty Clearing Station but was later transferred to the 1st Canadian General Hospital, Etaples where he died at 1015 on 28th May 1916, aged 21.

He is buried in grave V D12A at the Etaples Military Cemetery, France. There are 10,771 Great War casualties buried here, 119 WW2 men, 662 other (mainly German) casualties from WW2 and 5 non World War military burials. It is the largest CWGC cemetery in France. The CWGC state that he was 8th Battalion.
He lived at 34 Duke Street. He had two brothers who also served in the war.
He is also on the St. Nicholas and Presbyterian (now URC) Church Memorials.
142. sloan dANIEL


Pioneer Sloan (292918) of the 705th Labour Corps died on 27th October 1917, at the age of 44. He had been no. 123081 of the Royal Engineers. He was killed by a bomb dropped on the camp by an enemy bomber at 0530. 
He was buried in grave IP13 of La Brique Military Cemetery No. 2, Ypres. La Brique is named after the former brickworks that was here until the Great War.
He was born at Bigrigg. He had been in the army for two years and had previously been employed on the sinking of Haig Pit. He had married Ellen Weighman just 14 weeks before his death. They lived at Burley Court, Duke Street. He had previously been married to a Catherine Howlett, and had one daughter, Maggie, by her.
143. SMITH, alfred
Third Engineer Smith of the Merchant Navy was lost on the SS Clan Murray (2) when she was sunk on 29th May 1917. He was aged 26. She was torpedoed without warning 40 miles west by south from Fastnet, Ireland with the loss of all 64 on board.

As with all Merchant Navy men without a known grave, or lost at sea, he is commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London.

There seems to be a remote possibility that he may have been saved, and taken as a P.O.W., where he later died. Refer to the National Archives File MT 9/1166 (Folder M35086 dated 10th August 1917, memorandum to the Netherlands Minister (British section at Berlin) and the Spanish Ambassador at Vienna).

He was the son of Charles James and Mary Smith of 1 High Street.

He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church).
144. stainton william james


Private Stainton (2504) of 5th Battalion, Border Regiment died on 7th February 1916.

He is buried in grave IM25 of the Railway Dugouts Burial Ground. This is 2km south east of Ypres, Belgium.. There are 2,459 men buried or commemorated here- of which around 700 were concentrated in from elsewhere.
He lived at 57 Peter Street.
145. stewartson thomas wATSON

Lance Corporal Stewartson (13557) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 5th October 1916 aged 27.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A/7C of the Thiepval Memorial- his grave having been lost in the course of the war.

He was the son of Mr Tom and Mrs Margaret Stewartson of 5 Addison Street. For the eleven years before enlisting he had been a sawyer at Jackson’s Timber yard, had been a member of the Borough Brass Band and a member of the Rocket Brigade. He had been baptised on 21st July 1889 at Holy Trinity.

His nephew, John, died on 20th October 1916, in the 4th Kings Liverpool.
He is also on the Holy Trinity Memorial.

146. stitt andrew

Lance Corporal Stitt (266354) of 2nd Battalion South Lancashire Regiment died of head wounds on 14th April 1918 aged 23.

He is buried in grave X D2 of Wimereux Communal Cemetery, near Boulogne, France.

The memorial states Corporal in the 5th Battalion Border Regiment, which is whom he had started the war with. On the Cleator Moor Primitive Methodist Memorial he is correctly listed as a Lance Corporal. His service number in the Border Regiment was 1585. He had also been 5570 in the Monmouthshire Regiment.
He lived at 2 Brayton Terrace and held the Mons Star.
He had served his time at the Cash Clothing Stores on King Street.

He is also on Cleator Moor Primitive Methodist War Memorial, now in the Methodist Church on Cleator Moor Square.

147. storey alexander


Private Storey (4673) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 1st July 1916, aged 20. 

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He had previously served in the Gallipoli campaign with the 2nd Battalion from 25th November 1914, and was wounded on 16th May 1915. He was transferred to the 1st Battalion on 24th August 1915.

He lived at 10 Todhunter’s Buildings, and his brother, Matthew, died in the 1931 Haig Pit Disaster. Matthew is buried in grave 5C7 at Whitehaven Cemetery, which also commemorates Alexander.
He was the son of Matthew and Margaret Ann Storey- his father died on 11th February 1947 aged 75 and his mother on 18th January 1930 aged 55.

148. swailes joseph


Private Swailes (204344) of 4th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers died on 13th May 1918 aged 19.
He is buried in grave VII C 11 of the Contay British Cemetery, Contay, France. This is between Amiens and Arras. There are 1,133 men buried here- mainly between August 1916 and March 1917 from the 9th and 49th Casualty Clearing Station.

He was the son of James and Rebecca Swailes of 87 George Street. His father died on 18th July 1938 aged 65, his mother on 23rd October 1957 aged 83, his sister Frances on 23rd November 1909 aged 18 months, and another sister Frances on 25th December 1917 aged 7.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1J2 14 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.

He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
149. tallentire frederick william


Private Tallentire (54363) of 108th Field Ambulance Royal Army Medical Corps died at Deerlyck on 24th October 1918 aged 22.

He is buried in grave I Q11 of the Divisional Collecting Post Cemetery Extension. This is just outside Ypres, Belgium. When closed in January 1918 it contained just 86 graves. Between 1924 and 1926 it was considerably enlarged by concentrations from other smaller local cemeteries and the battlefields. Private Tallentire comes under this heading.
He lived at 3 Lonsdale Street, and was the son of Mrs Jessie Gradwell of 31 Church Street, Barrow-in-Furness.
He is also on the Presbyterian (now URC) Church War Memorial, and a separate Brass Plaque to him.

150. taylor JOHN sidney


Assistant wireless telegraphist Taylor (number J/29016) died on the auxiliary cruiser Bayano on Thursday 11th March 1915, aged 17 (born 10th June 1898), when she was torpedoed and sunk off the SW coast of Scotland, with the loss of all hands. 
He had been in the Navy since 24th January 1914 and had previously served on the Powerful, Impregnable and the Vernon and had been on the Bayano since 12th December 1914. He is on Panel 10 of the Chatham Naval Memorial, which lists 18,615 sailors without a known grave.
He was the son of John Joseph Taylor (the Chief Officer of an East Steamer) and the grandson of Mr J.W. Taylor (hairdresser of Tangier Street) with whom he had, in George Street. He had visited his grandmother, on leave, a fortnight before his death. He had been in the Scouts, and became an assistant patrol leader with them before going to sea. There is a photograph of him on page 8 of The Whitehaven News dated 27th May 1915. He had been a Post Office telegraph messenger boy.
There was a tribute published to him in “The Wireless World”. The Borough Roll of Honour incorrectly lists him twice.
He is also on the Presbyterian (now URC) Church War Memorial.
151. thomas fred


Private Thomas (9351) of the 1st Battalion Border Regiment died in the Gallipoli campaign on 28th June 1915 aged 28. The memorial incorrectly shows him as the 3rd Battalion, as he was originally with “A” company of the 2nd Battalion. He landed in Gallipoli on 26th May 1915.
He is commemorated on Panels 119 to 125/222/223 of the Helles Memorial, Turkey.

His next of kin is shown as his wife Sarah Abrams (after her remarriage to Albert in the September quarter of 1917) of 26 Barwise Nook, Willow Holme, Carlisle. The earlier marriage had also been in the Carlisle area in the September quarter of 1914, and her maiden name was Macfarlane.
He was born at Cowan’s Terrace, Charles Street but was living in Carlisle when he joined the army (enlisting at Workington). There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 19th August 1915.
152. thompson frank


Private Thompson (240086) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 14th April 1917 aged 24. 
He has no known grave but is commemorated on Bay 6 of the Arras Memorial, France. He was buried on the battlefield but the grave was lost during the war. He was shot by a machine gun and died within five minutes.
He had been in the Territorials for some years, and had progressed to Sergeant but reverted to the ranks when he went to France. He had been wounded three times since going to France in April 1916. He had worked at William Pit and then the Eskmeals Gun Works.

He was one of the sons of Councillor John and Emma Thompson of 27 Tangier Street, and the husband of Hannah Sarah Thompson (nee Hudson) of Herbert House, Ravenglass (who he married on 18th December 1915 while training at Barrow). His brothers George and Wallace are entries 153 and 157 below.
153. thompson george gordon


Private Thompson (19097) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died at the 4th General Hospital in France on 1st March 1917 of a blow by a dummy grenade some days previously. He was 25.

He is buried in grave XXI K 4A at Etaples Military Cemetery, France

He had been wounded five times, since joining in January 1915and had only been back in France for three weeks 

He was the one of the sons of Councillor John and Emma Thompson of 27 Tangier Street. One brother, Frank, is entry 152 above & the other, Wallace, is 157 below.
He apprenticed with Mr Preston, sculptor. He was at home, on leave, when his father died on 2nd August 1916 aged 55. His funeral service was held on 6th August 1916 at the Congregational Church. After the funeral the coffin was carried, by a relay of miners, to the Cemetery because he had worked at William Pit for 40 years- for much of that time as checkweighman.
His sister, Belle, served as a Red Cross nurse with the Women’s Imperial Service League at Antwerp, Cherbourg and Serbia (at the Stobart Field Hospital, Kragujevatz)  and was decorated for her work. There is a photograph of her on page 8 of the “News” dated 8th July 1915. Their other sister, Laura, also trained as a nurse.
He is also on the Presbyterian Church Memorial, now in the United Reformed Church.

154. thompson wILLIam


Private Thompson (264) died on 22nd August 1919 as a civilian.
He had served with the 5th Battalion Border Regiment as a Territorial from 8th April 1908. He had attended camps at Conway (1909), Barrow (1910), Dolphinholme (1911), Skipton (1912) and Barrow in 1913. He was then posted to France in October 1914 where he served until 24th June 1915. He was then admitted to hospital with Pyrexia and Bronchial Cattarah, but then sent to Bagthorpe Military Hospital, England where he was found to have Articular Rheumatism and was discharged.

When he joined up he was living at 12 Michael Street, Whitehaven and was a saddler at 15 Roper Street.

On 15th October 1913 he married a Mary Stewart at Gosforth Church. He died at Newton Cottage, Gosforth and was buried on 24th August at Gosforth Churchyard. He left his entire wealth of £263 to his wife.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.

155. thompson john


Private Thompson (S/9673) of 1st Battalion Seaforth Highlanders died of wounds on 22nd April 1916 aged 18.

He is buried in Grave XXI B18 of Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. There are 4,621 burials here- over 3,000 of whom are concentrated from elsewhere. In 1933 all gravestones were removed, as salts on the soil were causing them to deteriorate. All names are instead commemorated on a screen wall.

He lived at 8 Mark Lane. His father, also John, had predeceased him in December 1901 aged 46, and his mother Sarah Ann had remarried a John Sanderson in 1903. Before enlisting, on the night of the bombardment of Whitehaven, he had been a farm servant with Mr Miller of Wigton, in 1911 he was a Pit top labourer. Before his father’s death the family had lived at the Granary Yard. 

He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
156. thompson  william


Lance Corporal Thompson (27/1268) joined the 27th Battalion B Company of the Northumberland Fusiliers, but later transferred to the 16th Batallion. He is the brother of entry 155. He died at 9pm of a severe shell wound to the left arm on 3rd December 1917 aged 29. 
He is buried in grave VI AA48 at Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Belgium, where 2,391 men are buried, all of whom were buried from Casualty Clearing Stations.

He was the brother of John (see entry 154 above), and one of three sons of John & Sarah Thompson of 8 Mark Lane. At the time of William’s death his mother (his father had died by then) was living at West View, Bransty. She had remarried a John Sanderson in the September quarter of 1903.
He had previously worked at Moresby Colliery.

157. thompson wallace 


Private Thompson (5948) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment died on 21st August 1915 at Sulva Bay in the Gallipoli campaign, having landed there on 26th May 1915.
He was missing in action and was not formally presumed dead until September 1916.

He therefore has no known grave but is commemorated on Panels 119 to 125/222 & 223 of the Helles Memorial, Turkey.

He was the eldest son of the late Councillor John and Emma Thompson and his wife of 27 Tangier Street. His brothers Frank and George Gordon also died in the war- see entries 152 and 153 above. 

He had enlisted at the outbreak of war and had previously worked at William Pit as a miner.
158. thompson william james


Private Thompson (305456) of 8th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment died on 1st July 1916 aged 23 on the first day of the Battle of the Somme. 
He is buried in grave I H13 of Serre Road Cemetery No. 2, France. He is also commemorated on the family gravestone  1I.131 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.
He was the second of three sons of William James (died 27th November 1940 aged 83) and Jane (nee Snoddon) Thompson (died 28th September 1948 aged 86) of 24 Ladypit Terrace, Sunnyhill. His brother is number 159 below. The third son, John Snoddon, was a Captain in the Border Regiment (transferred to the Warwicks in July 1915 after recovery from his injury) and survived the war with severe leg injuries (his first injury was at 1am on 29th May 1915)- he was a teacher in Birmingham and later the headteacher of Denham School, Buckinghamshire for many years. He married a Wilhelmina Dixon and died in 1982. There is a photograph of William James {Billie} in the “News” of 9th November 1916. He also had a sister Sarah who died on 15th August 1974-she was a dressmaker in Whitehaven..
He was an apprentice jeweller and watchmaker with his uncle, Tom Langstaff, on Lowther Street. He had a beautiful voice and was intending to pursue a musical career in London. In London he had lodged in Peckham.
159. thompson joseph isaac


Private Thompson (14679) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 22nd October 1916 aged 20. He was hit by a shell at the Battle of the Somme.
He is commemorated on Pier and Faces 6A and 7C of the Thiepval Memorial. He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 1I.131 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.

He was the youngest son of William James (who was a boilermaker at Vickers in Barrow) and Jane (nee Snoddon) Thompson of 24 Ladypit Terrace, Sunnyhill. His brother is number 158 above. There is a photograph of him in the “News” of 9th November 1916. There is a feature article on both the brothers and their letters home on pages 20 to 21 of the ‘Whitehaven News’ dated 8th May 2014. Their first sister Jessie (died 1977) later married a John Carrick Kennaugh (died 1952) and moved to Liverpool. Another sister, Sarah, never married and died in 1974 at her Victoria Road home after working as a dressmaker. Their third sister Janey [Jane Snoddon, died 1952] married a J Thompson Ray (died 1955) and was a teacher at St James’ Infant School before marriage. Thompson Ray served with the army in Egypt and Janey carried on his job as a grocery rep through the war. He had been serving his time at Lowca Pit and so was in a reserved occupation but volunteered and lied about his age to enlist.
In the Exhibition Room at St Nicholas’ there is a silver plate which was presented to Mr J Thompson Ray on his retirement in 1953. In 1974 after the death of Sarah a collection of letters from the 3 brothers at the front was found in the attic- these are now at Whitehaven Record Office.
160. torrance richard


Private Torrance (2655) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment died on 14th April 1916.

He is buried in grave II S1 of Ridge Wood Military Cemetery. This is 5km south west of Ypres, Belgium. There are 619 men buried here.

He lived at 33 Peter Street.
He is also on the St.Begh’s Church War Memorial.

161. tubman thomas


Private Tubman (62776) of 7th Battalion Royal Fusiliers died on 12th July 1917 aged 43.

He is buried in grave South D15 of the Albuera Cemetery, Bailleul-Sire-Berthoult, which is 8km NE of Arras, France. There are 253 burials or commemorations here, some of which were concentrations from battlefield graves.

He had first gone to Egypt with the Fusiliers where he was wounded after about 15 months, and sent to the Royal Victoria Hospital, Blackpool. After recovery he was then sent to France.

He was a well known local step dancer, and always entertained at the annual workhouse party held by Mr G Humphreys.

He lived at 14 Charles Street (7 Union Terrace, Peter Street in 1911). He had been married since 1895 to Margaret (nee Dewar). His son John also served and was wounded on 24th April 1917. His daughter Florence had married a John Moore in 1916- he was wounded on the same day as Thomas Tubman was killed.
162. warwick william henry

Lance Corporal Warwick (88055) died on 2nd October 1917, at the age of 29.

He enlisted with the 4th Borders on 4th January 1916, but transferred to the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 62nd Company in January 1917. On the 6th May 1917 he had sailed from Folkestone to Boulogne, and was promoted to Lance Corporal (no extra pay) on 28th September 1917. 
He is commemorated on Panels 154 to 159 and 163A of the Tyne Cot Memorial.

He attended Trinity School, and was then a traveller for Brakenridge’s. He was also a member of the Working Men’s Institution. A memorial service for him was held at Christ Church on 11th November 1917.

He left a widow (Jane Elizabeth, married 12th December 1909) and four young children, as well as his mother (of the Miners Arms, Ginns). His brother Joseph P. Warwick had died at the front not long before. He lived at 7 Albert Square, Scotch Street. 
He is also commemorated on the grave of his wife in Ward 5R of Whitehaven Cemetery- she died on 5th March 1964 aged 77, and his son, also William Henry died on 20th September 1973. He is also on the Methodist Church War Memorial.
163. wightman jOHN



Like his two brothers (see James, no 164 below), John was educated at Moresby School (and belonged to their football team and to the village team in turn). He also played for the Squadron football team. He apprenticed as a linotype operator at the Whitehaven News, and then moved to London for his career. He enlisted there to the 4th Royal Irish Dragoons at the outbreak of war, but was then drafted to the 2nd squadron of the Machine Gun Corps (number 41292). There is a photograph of him on page 8 of the “News” dated 17th June 1915. He was hit on the head by a German shell, while manning a gun and died instantly on 4th April 1918, aged 23. He was buried by his gun in Vaire Wood, and a rough cross was erected, before the attack recommenced.  
He is commemorated on Panels 93 and 94 of the Pozieres Memorial, 6km NE of Albert, where 14,699 soldiers without known graves are remembered.

Their elder brother, Sam (playing for Luton Town), was killed as a result of an injury sustained in an football  match against Brighton & Hove Albion on 8th April 1912, but he died at Bute Hospital (Luton) on 10th April 1912, aged 24.
Sam was buried at Whitehaven (in 1U119) on Sunday 14th April. On the previous day at the end of the match, the Luton Red Cross Band had played Chopin’s Funeral March on the pitch at Luton as a mark of respect and esteem. All three brothers are remembered on that gravestone. John and James had two other brothers- Tom (who died in 1960 aged 70) and Harry (who died in 1900 aged 10 weeks). 
The floor of the Choir Vestry is tiled in the memory of the two Wightman brothers- with a plaque in the SE corner of the Vestry (this area was formerly the Baptistry).

164. wightman, james dso mc

James was a son of the late James and Sarah Jane Wightman of the Hope Inn, Harras Moor and brother of John (entry 164 above). He had attended Moresby Parks School, then Whitehaven County Secondary School, and became a Pupil Teacher at St James Boys School from 1st August 1908 for two years (Minute 433 of the Borough Elementary Education Sub Committee 21/9/1908 refers). He then trained at Carmarthen College, where he excelled, and had gone to teach in South Wales. He played in the Moresby Football Teams (and held 4 medals for school footballing), and had played in several well known Welsh teams. 

He married an Eleanor G Morris in the September quarter of 1915 (in the Carmarthen area, at the time of his death she was living at 2 Tabernacle Terrace), but had no children.

At the outbreak of war he became a Private (no service number because he was an Officer) in the Irish Guards, and later received a Commission in the East Surreys. He gained rapid promotion there. He was injured in July 1916, when they were resting in an old German trench. There is a long account of the incident in the Daily Telegraph of 12th July 1916 and there is a photograph of him on page 7 of the Whitehaven News dated 27th July 1916.  He died on 9th April 1918 at the age of 25 as a Major and an Acting Lieut. Colonel. 
He is buried in Grave G12 of the Picquigny British Cemetery, 13km NW of Amiens where 138 men are buried, 126 of whom died in April 1918. 
His father (James) had died at 41 on 25th May 1904, but his mother, Sarah Jane, died in 1941, aged 78.
He is also on the Grammar School Memorial in the South Gallery. The tiled floor of the Choir Vestry is tiled in the memory of the two Wightman brothers- with a plaque in the SE corner of the Vestry (this area was formerly the Baptistry).
165. wilkinson william


Gunner Wilkinson (116226) of D Battery 91 Brigade Royal Field Artillery died on 24th April 1918 aged 22.

He is buried in Grave 38 of the Blangy-Tronville Communal Cemetery, France 10km east of Amiens where there are 42 burials.

He was living in a small dug out he had made for himself as the rule was that as few men as possible should be in a dug out to avoid heavy casualties. At around 0430 the enemy opened up a hurricane bombardment with our guns vigorously replying. A shell with a sensitive fuse landed close to the opening of his dug out, he sat up, a splinter caught him in the head and he died instantly.  His body was buried the following day when the fighting ceased.

He was the son of William and Frances Alice Wilkinson of 50 Duke Street. He was educated at Holy Trinity School, a member of the YMCA and a regular attender at the St. Nicholas Young Men’s Bible Class.

He then took up farm work at Mr J. Brown of Chapel House, Hensingham before enlisting in November 1915. He lived at 11 Albert Terrace.
He is also on the St. Nicholas and Congregational Church Memorials, and is further commemorated on the Oddfellows Society Roll of Honour.
166. williamson isaac

Bombardier Williamson (211336) of V Corps, Heavy Trench Mortar Bay died on 28th May 1918 aged 20.
He is buried in grave II K17 of Aire Communal Cemetery, 14km SSE of St. Omer, France. There are 894 men buried here.

He was the son of John and Frances Williamson of 57 Queen Street. His father died on 28th May 1927 aged 57, and his mother on 8th May 1951 aged 79.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5C46 in Whitehaven Cemetery.

167. wilson robert


Private Wilson (14694) of 8th Battalion Border Regiment died on 22nd October 1916 aged 22.

He is commemorated on the Pier and Faces 6A/7C of the Thiepval Memorial.

He lived at 12 Ladypit Terrace, and was the son of John and Margaret Pears Wilson. John died on 6th April 1933 at 95 Bransty Road aged 74, and Margaret had predeceased her son, dying on 30th January 1916 at 104 Scotch Street aged 57.
His father was a tanner and came from Liverpool. In 1881 and 1891 the family lived at Harrison’s Court, Scotch Street. His brother in law., Mr JT Wear was secretary of the Kirk Methodist Mission Sunday School. He was therefore included in their Soldier’s Memorial Service on 19th November 1916.
 He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church). He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 6H89 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
168. wilson allan stanley

2nd Lieutenant Wilson (no service number because he was an Officer) of 5th Battalion Border Regiment, but attached to the Machine Gun Corps (Heavy Branch) died on 12th July 1917 aged 21.

He is buried in grave VII A22 of the Boulogne Eastern Cemetery.

He was the eldest son of Allan W and Violet Gwendoline Wilson of 82 Lowther Street.
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
169. young thomas

Lance Corporal Young (192013) of the Russian Labour Corps but transferred from a Private with the 9th Battalion King’s Shropshire Light Infantry (22812) died on 8th July 1918 aged 24.

He is buried in grave E155 at Pembroke Dock Military Cemetery, Wales.

He was the son of John and Elizabeth E. Young of 3 St. George Terrace, Bransty but was born at Hensingham. There are 40 First War and 33 WW2 casualties buried here. At the 1901 census he was living with his grandfather at 33 Main Street, Hensingham.
The Russian Labour Corps was formed in April 1918 in Salonika after Russia withdrew from the war. It was commanded by a British Officer, and had seven Russian officers, a Priest, medical orderly and 515 men. There was discontent from the start about poor conditions and serving under the British. The Labour was mainly Jewish Russians. Two Battalions (8th & 9th) were UK based, as receiving and training units. Four battalions served in France on salvage and battlefield clearance duties. The labour corps records were destroyed in the Blitz on 8th September 1940.

To the above there should be added seven more names, who seem to have been inadvertently omitted. 
170. SMURTHWAITE GEORGE ROBERT

Corporal Smurthwaite (74673) of the Royal Field Artillery D Battery 8th Brigade died on 17th June 1918, aged 21. He had served for six years in the army (initially in the Royal Horse Artillery then in the RFA from 28th October 1915) and had been medically discharged just two weeks earlier. He had been injured three times- the last on 11th October 1917 causing shoulder, side and stomach injuries which had led to seven months in hospital at Tipperary, Ireland followed by six months at Stockport, Cheshire. He had served in France from 19th August 1914 to 16th October 1917, according to his army pension records. He was discharged as 80% disabled and was due to start receiving his army pension on 22nd June 1918, for a period of six months. This was to be 30 shillings a week for the first 4 weeks, then 22 shillings a week for the remaining 22 weeks. 
His first injury was a bullet wound in the left shoulder at Le Lates, near Mons in 1914, then at Lorce, Belgium when he was injured in the right neck.

He was buried in grave 4N284 at Preston Quarter Cemetery on 21st June 1918, by Fr. Hartley of St. James Church. There is a CWGC “Special Memorial” to him just inside the gates of the Old Cemetery- this is not his grave which is unmarked and up in the wilds in the diagonally opposite corner of the Old Cemetery. Mr Smurthwaite was the 2nd of 3 burials in this grave within the space of 12 days- the other two being from the workhouse.
He was the son of Joseph (who served in the Boer War) and Mary Ann Smurthwaite of 6 Cants Terrace and the nephew of William Smurthwaite of 3 Cants Terrace. (This is according to the Whitehaven News, the CWGC list him as the son of George Robert and Lily Smurthwaite (nee Jones) of 2 Cants Terrace). He was baptised at St. James on 15th September 1897, parents as CWGC records, of George Street and his father was a private in the Border Regiment at the date of baptism. His parents married by Licence on the same day as he was baptised (aged 20 and 19). The father of George Robert Senior was also called Robert and was an Engineer. His father had been born in Durham and was private 5000 in the 3rd Battalion Border Regiment. enlisting on 5th February 1896 and serving until 5th July 1908. His early service was in Malta then India until 1904 and then South Africa. He re-enlisted as Private 6509 on 7th September 1914 but was discharged on November 19th 1914 under paragraph 392 (iii) of Kings Regulations as not likely to become an efficient soldier due to deafness. He re-married a Mary Jane Deacon at the RC Church (almost certainly St. Begh’s) on 8th May 1913. Their address is also given as 6 Cants Terrace.
George Robert junior died at around 0200 on the 17th having been taken ill the previous afternoon while working as “boots” at the Black Lion Hotel, King Street. Cant’s Terrace was in Newtown between the foundry and the slaughter house.
The cause of death was subperitoneal haemorrhage, secondary to valvular disease of the heart, so was not actually connected to his war injuries.

He was born in George Street, played football for the St. James Junior School and was apprenticed to Y. Preston, sculptor.

See also St. Nicholas WW2 Memorial-casualty number 3.
171. BELL, WATSON

Private Bell (46630) of 17th Battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment died of wounds at 10th Casualty Clearing Station on 30th April 1918 aged 38. From 7th September to 21st December 1914 he had been Private 49765 with the Royal Engineers as an Electrical Wireman but was swiftly discharged as unlikely to make an efficient soldier. 

He is buried in grave 1E9 at Arneke Cemetery, France.

He was born in Whitehaven, at New Town and baptised at St James’ Church on 6th February 1880. He was a son of Watson (born around 1833 in Whitehaven) and Elizabeth (nee Swainson) Bell who had married at St James’ Church on 29th July 1855. By the 1881 census the family were living at the Guinea Warehouse and Watson senior was a Cabinet Maker for most of his life. There had been an earlier son called Watson who had died in August 1877 aged 20 and was buried on 26th August in grave 2O5 at Preston Quarter Cemetery. In spite of all the baptisms being Church of England all the burials are non-conformist –from Watson senior’s death we know that the family belonged to the United Methodist Free Church.

By the time of his death in February 1898 at the Guinea Warehouse Watson senior was an Electrician. He was buried in grave 2U3 of Preston Quarter Cemetery on 27th February. Elizabeth died at 41 Lowther Street and was buried on 7th September 1904. According to the Whitehaven News both Watson senior and Watson junior were instrumental in introducing electricity to Whitehaven. Watson junior served his time at the Vulcan foundry and had moved to Liverpool in around 1907 which is why he served with the King’s Liverpool and is not on any local Whitehaven war memorial. He can’t currently be traced in the 1911 census to narrow down where in Liverpool he lived and his attestation documents are amongst the “burnt documents”. At the 1901 census Watson junior and his widowed mother were living at 41 Lowther Street.

His other siblings were-

George Alfred, baptised at St James’ on 18th September 1859. News of Watson’s death was conveyed to him as next of kin. George, by then a Farmer and Engineer was living at Belle Vue, Distington. He died on 28th July 1921 and was buried in grave 2X9 at Preston Quarter on Sunday 31st July after a funeral at the Presbyterian Church.  He was also a member of Whitehaven Rural District Council, and collapsed & died suddenly at a meeting of that council. (reference the Workington Star & Harrington Guardian of 29th July 1921 and 5th August 1921).
Basil, baptised at St. James’ on 29th March 1863 when the family lived at Williamson’s Lane. He died in April 1887 aged 24, and was buried in grave 2O5 at Preston Quarter on 12th April.

Thomas Swainson baptised at St. James’ on 25th June 1865. He was to become an Electrician and Motor Engineer and died at Edge Hill Terrace, Bransty on 16th May 1934 aged 68. He was buried in grave 6J72 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 19th May.  He had married a Jane Clark who died on 17th April 1934 and was buried on 20th April in the same grave. Their first child, born in 1897, was also called Watson Bell. He also became a Motor Engineer (according to his parents’ Probate Records).

Walter, baptised at St. James’ on 6th September 1868 when the family lived at the Guinea Warehouse. He died in 1914 and was buried on 26th April in grave 2O5 at Preston Quarter.

William Henry, baptised at St. James’ on 18th January 1871 when the family were living at Albion Terrace. He died in 1872 and was buried in grave 2O6 at Preston Quarter Cemetery. None of the family graves in the Preston Quarter side of the Cemetery has a gravestone.

Janet Carr, baptised at St. James’ on 30th March 1873. She married a Richard James in 1896. In 1911 they were living at Moor Row but around 1910 had been living at Kimberley, South Africa. She died in 1954.

There was another sister, Margaret. She was baptised at St. James’ on 12th August 1855-just 2 weeks after her parents marriage, when the family were living at Tangier Street! She married a Councillor Robert Wilson in 1875. About two months before his death Watson junior had visited Whitehaven and stayed with the Wilsons at 9 Cross Street, according to the Whitehaven News. Margaret never seems to be on a census with the family, in 1861 she seems to have been a lodger with a Betty Kennedy, charwoman. She died on 18th September 1934 and her husband on 8th February 1935- both are buried in grave 1S191 at Preston Quarter Cemetery.

172. BOWNESS,  ISAAC HEAD

Driver Bowness (22174) of the Royal Engineers Training Centre (Newark) died on 4th May 1917 aged 26.

He was buried in grave 1Y98 at Preston Quarter Cemetery on 11th May from the 4th London General Hospital.

He was the son of Isaac Head and Jane Bowness of 93 Buttermere Avenue, but was buried from St. James’ Church. He was born at Durham, the second son in a family of three sons and two daughters. At the 1901 census they were living at 20 Well Lane, Maryport. By the outbreak of war the family were living at 6 Harrison’s Place, His father also enlisted as 5539 in the Border Regiment on 22nd September 1914, but was medically discharged on 16th November 1914- he had previously served for 15 years with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment. His father again enlisted on 4th January 1915, as 2716 in the Border Regiment and was again discharged on 3rd April 1915 for chronic rheumatoid arthiritis. At some stage he seems to have enlisted in the Royal Naval Reserve (655/ST), from where he was awarded the British War Medal. He finally died at 12 Well Lane, Maryport in February 1934, aged 67, and was buried in grave O136 at Netherhall Cemetery on 15th February.

173. HARTLEY, JAMES HODGSON
Lieutenant Hartley died of flu at Rondebosch, Cape Town on 27th October 1918 aged 46. It is not believed that he was then still serving in the South African Army. 
He is commemorated on the family gravestone in Whitehaven Cemetery (see below).

There is a photograph and long article about him on page 8 of the “Whitehaven News” dated 9th June 1916, and another article on page 3 of 7th November 1918.
He was the second son of Robert (a joiner) and Grace Hartley (nee Rodgerson) formerly of 20 High Street. Mrs Hartley was living in Chester by 1915. He was born on 11th June 1872 and baptised at St. Nicholas’ on 4th August 1872 when the family were living at Peter Street. His brother David had been baptised at St. James on 3rd October 1869. 

His sibling Grace was baptised at the old Michael Street Methodist Chapel on 20th January 1875, Henry on 10th March 1880 and Robert on 31st October 1877, both at Lowther Street Methodists.

He served his apprenticeship with Mr John Davis, grocer of Duke Street and married Elizabeth Ashley the eldest daughter of Mr & Mrs Joseph William Williamson of Wellington Row, on 29th September 1896 at Kirklees Queen Street Chapel, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire (as that is where his bride was then living). They emigrated in 1897.
His father died in Whitehaven on 29th December 1905 aged 62 and was buried in grave 1X152 at Whitehaven Cemetery. His mother died on 28th August 1924 aged 80 and was buried in the same grave.

In South Africa he was a JP and Commercial Agent for the Cape Government, and had been a councillor for Mowbray Town Council and also for Woodstock Council. He was also Secretary of the Aeronautical Society of South Africa. During the Boer War he was Lieutenant of the Observatory Town Guard (as was his brother Harry who served with the RGA in WW1). He was a prominent worker with various churches in Whitehaven, especially the Wesleyan Methodists. He worked on his own account as a Wholesale Tea Merchant.
As Commercial Agent he travelled to many other parts of Africa testing tobacco, coal, copper, tea and other products.

During WW1 he served with the Namaqualand Burgher Commando and was recommended for the VC for an action while serving with them on 5th January 1915. At that date he was attached to the Calvinia Ambulance when the Allied Forces were attacked at Schuit Drift and 6 men wounded. Although twice warned of the dangers he improvised a Red Cross Van and rode straight forward into the line of fire to rescue the wounded. He just escaped being shot through the head, and was shot through both the breeches, and the staff of the Red Cross flag was shot through. He remained in the zone of fire for over 8 hours tending the wounded, going without sleep for 40 hours as he then took them to the nearest hospital at Zoutop 70 miles away. All except one, a Corporal Louw, survived.
174. LITTLE, JARED

Private Little (14510) of 3rd Battalion Border Regiment died on 4th December 1917 aged 30. The CWGC records state 8th Battalion but see below for an explanation of this. The cause of death was rheumatism and heart disease.
He was buried from his home in Peter Street on 8th December 1917 in grave 4N287 at Whitehaven Cemetery (where there is no gravestone), but is also commemorated on a special memorial near the Cross of Sacrifice in the cemetery.

He was born at Ivy Cottage, Rockcliffe in 1878, and became a miner. He enlisted at Egremont on 7th September 1914 aged 27 years and 3 months. He married a Sarah Crozier in the Wigton area in the June quarter of 1915, and they had a child, Jared, in the December quarter of that year. His parents were both Scottish- John & Isabella (36 and 39 respectively in 1891), and his father was a Farm Servant. He had two older sisters- Fanny (11) and Maggie (7), and a younger brother Thomas (2). By 1901 they were living at Croft Cottage, Rockcliffe, his mother had died in the December quarter of 1895 but there was another brother (born 1894) Gavin, and Fanny (Frances) has married a Fisherman called William Bone (Sep qtr 1900) and they are at Honey Pot, Stanwix with a one year old son. Frances died in the June quarter of 1933 and her husband September 1940, both in the Whitehaven area. His father is believed to have died in the September quarter of 1903.
He served at Codford near Southampton and Shoeburyness and never went abroad because of bad teeth and dyslexia. He was moved to the non-active 3rd Battalion on 15th March 1915. His next of kin was his sister Mrs Bone of 28 Long Row, Arlecdon. The extent of his dyslexia is indicated by the fact that he spelt Arlecdon as Arlington on his enlistment form.

He had a less than exemplary service record having served at least 12 punishments. He left the army in 1917 but was recalled by the Border Regiment in 1918. Only after he had failed to report for duty (for good reasons!) and police inquiries instituted did the Army hear of his death.

The disciplinary record was: 19th February 1915 15 days Field Punishment (FP) & 2 days pay forfeited for being absent from roll call, then giving a false name when apprehended by the guard of the Somerset Light Infantry at Eastleigh Railway Station., 29th April 1915 14 days FP
11th May 1915 7 days FP
22nd July 1915 14 days FP for being late at cookhouse for breakfast when hut orderly

4th September 1915 3 days confined to barracks (CB) for Irregular Conduct

13th September 1915 3days CB Absent
22nd Sep 1915 14 days CB- drunk
29th Nov 1915 7days CB- absent

24th Dec 1915 7 days CB Absent overnight
 8th Jan 1916 7 days CB Absent from post for 45 minutes

12th June 1916 10 days FP Overstayed special pass from 12th June till he reported himself at 2200 on 16th June

14th July 1916 7days CB Absent

All told he was quite an interesting choice to be one of the Special Memorials beside the Cross of Sacrifice.
175. McDONALD, KENNETH

Private McDonald (17490) of 1st Battalion Border Regiment was reported missing on 13th April 1918, aged 26. His body was never found.

He is commemorated on Panel 6 of the Ploegsteert Memorial, Belgium.

He had been born at Strathconnan, Ross-shire, Scotland, but had married Williamina Golightly at St. James’ on 19th May 1913. 

They had two sons- Joseph Kenneth on 25th November 1913 and Donald on 5th August 1915- who was killed in World War 2. When he enlisted on 9th January 1915 the family were living at 61 Darcy Street, Workington, and he was a dentist. In 1916 they were living at 7 Albert Terrace, Whitehaven.

176. POTTS, RICHARD

Lance Corporal Potts (16303) of 11th Battalion Border Regiment died at 0650 of wounds sustained on 30th July 1916 at Queen’s Canadian Military Hospital, Shorncliffe, Kent on 1st December 1916 aged 23.

He is buried in grave 7C54 of Workington Harrington Road Cemetery.

He was the son of Thomas and Margaret Potts of 12 Yeowartville, Workington but was born at Whitehaven (baptised at St James’ on 28th May 1893 when the family lived at Queen Street). He had been promoted from Private to Lance Corporal on 11th October 1916. His father was present at the death, he had been admitted there on 22nd November 1916. 

By 1901 the family had moved to 35 Clay Street, Workington where his father was a labourer at a Brass Foundry. They had moved to Yeowartville by 1911 when Richard was an Apprentice Joiner.
The PARISH LISTS RECORD 766 no. men of the parish serving in the first world WAR.
These lists, which have provided many of the addresses, are at Whitehaven Record Office, reference YPR17/74.

On Sunday 2nd August the Whitehaven Company went to camp in North Wales, but returned home the next day to mobilise, and departed from Corkickle to Barrow on Wednesday night, 5th August, on the 20.10 train. They were sent to Walney Island & Vickerstown for billets and orders.

On Monday August 31st the 5th Territorial Battalion of the Border Regiment received an invitation to volunteer for foreign service. Over 90% did so, and 100% of the officers.

The companies were: 

A: Whitehaven

B & C: Workington

D: Cockermouth

E: Wigton

G; Egremont & Frizington

H: Aspatria

At that stage only new recruits of 19 and over were being accepted.

On that Monday evening up to fifty recruits left Whitehaven for enlistment at Carlisle. The next night fifty more recruits paraded from the Granary Yard to the station, headed by the Borough Band, with 80 more on the Wednesday. Each evening they were headed by Dr. Harris, the Medical Examiner and given a rousing send off by hundreds of family and friends. The band played Hearts of Oak, Auld Lang Syne, Rule Britannia and the National Anthem. On the Wednesday night fog signals were also placed on the line. Each evening Egremont and Cleator Moor men additionally swelled the ranks. 
On Friday 4th September there was a meeting in the YMCA to form the Whitehaven Pals Brigade led by the Cricket and Football Teams. By the end of the meeting 132 men had signed up. Each day thereafter they drilled at the Cricket Field morning and evening. On Wednesday 9th they drew their first days pay and were told they would be given 10 days notice to leave. On Sunday 13th, joined by 125 other pals from Lamplugh, Frizington and Egremont they departed from Bransty Station for Carlisle. From Monday a steady stream of new recruits started. By the next day 680 men had been recruited from Whitehaven. Together with those already in the forces, over half the available male population had signed up. 
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