THE ST. JAMES, WHITEHAVEN WORLD WAR 2 MEMORIAL
1.JOHN CARRUTHERS
Gunner Carruthers (907157) of the 51 (Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry) Field Regiment died on 17th June 1941, at the age of 21. 
He is buried in Grave 4A12 of the Tobruk War Cemetery, Libya where 2,283 soldiers are buried.

He was the son of John and Alice May Carruthers, and the husband of Mary Florence Carruthers (nee Calvin), of 71 Scotch Street. He had previously worked at Whitehaven Tannery. The marriage had been at St. James’ on 3rd August 1940.
2. JOHN george golightly
Second Engineer Officer Golightly (Merchant Navy) was lost at sea on the MV Athelcrest of Liverpool on 25th August 1940, at the age of 27. He is remembered on Panel 11 of the Tower Hill Memorial, London where 35,787 names of the Merchant and Royal Navy without known graves (from both wars) are commemorated.
The Athelcrest was torpedoed by U48 90 miles east by north of the Flannan Isles. She was in Convoy HX-65A, carrying diesel oil from Aruba. Thirty of the 36 crew were lost. The other six were picked up by the corvette HMS Godetia (K72) which also scuttled the wreck by gunfire.

He was the son of George and Agnes Golightly and the grandson of John (died 7th March 1935) and Jane Kerr (died 15th November 1952)- he is also commemorated on their gravestone 1X 188 at Whitehaven Cemetery. He is not on the Borough Roll of Honour.
He is also on the Grammar School Memorial and the Sanctuary Lamp above the High Altar is also dedicated in his memory.

3. john middleton kelly
Captain Kelly (78395) of the Royal Artillery 51 (Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry) Field Regiment died on 30th April 1941 at the age of 30. 
He is buried in Grave 3P3 of the Tobruk War Cemetery.
He was the son of Captain John Allison Kelly (MN) and Elinor Anne Kelly who lived at ‘Oakside’. Loop Road North.

He was married to Martina Mary Kelly and they lived at 1 Marine Terrace. They had three children- Rosemary (born 22nd June 1935) and twins John and Jennifer born 23rd November 1938.

 He is also on the Congregational Church War Memorial (now in the United Reformed Church).
4. basil weetman little
Chief Engineer Officer (Merchant Navy) was lost at sea on the MV King Lud (2) of London on 8th June 1942, aged 58. The King Lud was sunk by the Japanese Submarine I10 in the Indian Ocean at 20oS, 40oE, on passage with military stores from Cape Town  (on 31st May) to Bombay. All 39 on board were lost. This position is between Mozambique and Madagascar. 
He is remembered on Panel 61 of the Tower Hill Memorial, London.
He was the son of Moffat and Alice Ann Little, and the husband of Fanny Pearson Little. They lived at 11 Edgehill, Bransty and had two daughters (Alice Mary Little born July 1910 and Dorothy Taylor born November 1912).
5. cyril moore
Sub-Lieutenant (A) Moore of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve died at HMS Saker on 9th August 1944, at the age of 20. 
He is buried at Lot 168 of the Portsmouth Naval Cemetery. New Hampshire USA, where 19 British servicemen are interred. HMS Saker was the Fleet Air Arm accounting base in the USA, not a ship, at Brooklyn (New York).
He had joined in January 1943 as a pilot in the Fleet Air Arm. On completing his training at Christmas that year he was attached to a naval air squadron. 

He was the son of Cyril and Bridget Moore of 50 Loop Road North.. He was educated at Whitehaven Secondary School and St. Bees School, and then entered his father’s furniture, cabinet making, removals and storage business (Cyril Moore of 15 Lowther Street and Fox Lane). He was a long distance swimmer, and one of the town’s most promising Rugby players. There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ dated 17th August 1944.
He is also on the Grammar School Memorial in the South Gallery.

6. william mullen
This is William Mullen, the 2nd of 9 children of William & Florence May (nee Patterson) Mullen who married on 21st July 1911.

He was baptised at St. James’ on 9th July 1913 when the family lived at 5 Ladypit Cottages, and William senior was a Baker.

William senior had served as 2798 with the 5th Battalion Border regiment (and later the Machine Gun Corps) in World War 1, and was gassed in June 1918 which resulted in him spending time in hospital at Rouen, Eastleigh and Newcastle. At the time of enlistment he had lived at 1 Plumblands Lane. He died at 2 Carmichael Street, Whitehaven on 19th June 1955 aged 63.

Due to a lack of detail on the CWGC records there are three possible casualties- however the most likely is D/36182 of the Manchester. He died on 26th November 1940 and is buried in grave 3531 at St Teresa’s Roman Catholic Church, Moston, Manchester. 

APOLOGIES IF THIS IS THE WRONG CASUALTY.
7. oliver pim ormrod
Captain Ormrod (126773) of the Royal Artillery, died on 22nd October 1942, at the age of 26. He is buried in grave 3L14 of the Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.

He was the son of Oliver and Edith Muriel Ormrod, and the husband of Freda Kathleen Ormrod. They had one child, Oliver.

He is not on the Borough Roll of Honour.
8. leslie robinson
Flight Sergeant Robinson (622736) of the 270 Squadron Royal Air Force, died on 18th December 1943, at the age of 23. 
He is commemorated on Panel 139 of the Runnymede Memorial, Surrey. This commemorates 20,332 airmen with no known grave.

He was the son of Thomas and Mary Jane Robinson of 85 George Street. He had three brothers and three sisters
He is also on the St. Nicholas Memorial.
9. harry rothery
Driver Rothery (2347844) of the Royal Corps of Signals (11th Indian Division) died on 7th May 1944, aged 31.

He is buried in Grave VIIF2 of the Sai Wan War Cemetery, Chai Wan, Hong Kong. There are 1,505 men buried here- who died in the Japanese invasion of 1941, or as internees/prisoners of war, or were prisoners in Formosa (now Taiwan). The date of death suggests that he was a P.O.W.

He is not on the Borough Roll of Honour.

10. john russell
Gunner Russell (907192) of the 53 (Worcestershire Yeomanry) Airlanding Lt. Regiment, died on 6th June 1944 at the age of 26. Previously he had been with 203rd TA Battery of the Royal Artillery.
He was reported missing on that day, and posted presumed dead in August 1945.

He is remembered on Panel 11, Column 2 of the Bayeux War Memorial, where the names of 4,144 casualties of the D Day Landings with no known grave are remembered.

He was the son of Joseph William and Catherine Ann Russell of 68 Buttermere Avenue. Both John and his brother Russell had been employed at Whitehaven Tannery.
11. william spencer
Chief Officer Spencer (Merchant Navy) died on the SS Solon II (of Swansea) on 2nd December 1942, aged 42. 
He is remembered on Panel 99 of the Tower Hill Memorial, London.

The Solon was sunk by U508 at 7o45’N, 56o30’W while en route from Capetown to Trinidad and Baltimore with a load of manganese ore and copper. Of her 83 crew 75 were lost. This position is off the coast of Venezuela, close to Trinidad.

He was the son of John Thomas and Ellen Spencer, and the husband of Annie Spencer. He is not on the Borough Roll of Honour.
12. arthur walker
Flight Lieutenant (Nav.) Walker (85276) of the RAF Volunteer Reserve 12th Squadron died on 17th December 1943, at the age of 31, while with Coastal Command.

He was buried in Grave 5O390 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 23rd December 1943 after a funeral at St. James’

He was the son of Joseph L and Anne Walker of 2 Tangier Street, and the husband of Jean Walker of Darlington. 
He left the area in March 1937 when he took up a post with a Middlesborough shoe firm, and later became manager for Lotus & Delta at Sidcup.

He was a keen swimmer and was a principal with the Hensingham Amateur Operatic Society. He was also heavily involved with the scouts- he progressed through the 4th Whitehaven Troop from member to Troop Leader. When they disbanded he went to the 1st Whitehaven Troop and became Assistant Scoutmaster. He played the bagpipes in the band of the 1st Whitehaven rover Crew. He became Scoutmaster of the reformed 4th Troop. He was also a member of Whitehaven TocH group.
He left a widow- Jean (nee Nichol) and a two year old boy. His wife was the daughter of the one time deputy manager of Whitehaven Employment Exchange.

13. HENRY walker
Engine Room Artificer 4th Class Walker (P/MX 78919) of the Royal Navy died on HMS Hermes on 9th April 1942 aged 37. The rank is as per CWGC records, but all other records show him as a Petty Officer.
He is commemorated on Column 2 of Panel 67 of the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

HMS Hermes was the world’s first purpose designed Aircraft Carrier when commissioned in 1923. From September 1939 she had been based at Dakar with the French navy, but in July 1940 had collided with a merchant vessel, the AMC Corfu and had to be repaired at Simonstown, South Africa, After that she was reassigned to the Eastern Fleet in the Indian Ocean. She was undergoing further repairs at Trincomalee, Ceylon when ordered to put to sea due to an air raid warning. Her fleet of 12 aircraft were ashore at the time (she was built for 20 planes, reduced to 15 in 1934). She was therefore defenceless when attacked near Batticola by 70 Japanese bombers. She was hit 40 times and sunk, along with the HMAS Vampire, HMS Hollyhock, the Athelstane and the oiler British Sergeant. A total of 307 men were lost, but 590 were saved by the Hospital Ship Vita, and landed at Colombo, other vessels saved a few other men who were taken to Kandy.

His daughter, Mildred (born 27th August 1927) is still alive (as of 2005) and living in Leicester. She was the middle one of three children. From her entry on the People’s war website (ID A 7464297) we know that he was involved in fighting a fire in Portsmouth Dockyard when it was bombed on 10th March 1941, and the fire threatened Nelson’s flagship, Victory. This article gives a vivid and personal account of the immediate impact on the family of a war casualty, particularly the waiting (for eight weeks in this case) for news.
He was the son of Wilson and Maggie Walker of Whitehaven, and the husband of Maggie Walker (nee Close, married 1924) of Bransty. His wife, Maggie, died in 1987 aged 84 “with his name on her lips”. He had previously been the engineer of the Whitehaven Institution. There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the Whitehaven News dated 14th May 1942. The family lived at 11 Countess Road. There were two other children: Eric Victor (born 5th December 1933) and Henry (born 2nd April 1925)
Another local sailor, Dick Faughey (D/60371 of Royal Naval Reserve) was injured and died of his wounds on 12th April- he is buried at Colombo.

14. cyril whitelock
Wireless Operator/Air Gunner Sergeant Whitelock (1146149) of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 50 Squadron died on 4th May 1944, aged 22. 
He is buried in Collective Grave 24-34 of Poivres Churchyard, one of 34 men buried here, who all died on the same day. Poivres is in the Aube Department, 45km north of Troyes. 
He was the son of Dennis Trainor and Mary Russell Whitelock, of 4 Peter Street.
15. reginald wigham
Gunner Wigham (1130593) of the Royal Artillery 14 Anti Tank Regiment died on 8th May 1943 aged 20.

He is buried in Grave II J2 of the Massicault War Cemetery, 30km SW of Tunis, Tunisia. There are 1,576 men buried here.

He was the third child of William & Esther Jane Wigham (nee Fisher), and was living at 63 Bransty Road.  He was the Assistant Organist of St. James Church and a memorial service was held for him on Thursday 27th May 1943. He was also a linotype operator at the Whitehaven News. He had served in the army for eighteen months and been in Africa for 8 weeks. His 21st birthday would have been on 30th May 1943.
He attended Workington Technical School on a scholarship. He was a member of the Whitehaven Philharmonic Society.

His father died on 1st September 1959 aged 69, and his mother on 1st January 1962 aged 68. He also had a sister, Phyllis who had died on 23rd August 1918 aged 14 months. His parents belonged to the Salvation Army. His sister, Phyllis was born in 1917 and his brother Leslie in 1919.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone Ward 6H 85 at Whitehaven Cemetery.
The borough book of remembrance (DH 7/3) is held by Whitehaven record office.
The FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL NAMES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED:

FRANK BEARDMORE

Private Beardmore (D/37291) of the Border Regiment died after discharge on 31st March 1946 aged 52.

He was buried on 4th April 1946 in grave 5O211 at Whitehaven Cemetery from St. James’.

He was then a labourer and lived at 78 George Stret.

He was the son of John and Martha Beardmore (born in Staffordshire where his father was a House Painter) , and the husband of Mary Jane Beardmore (nee Armstrong who he had married at St. James on 17th October 1919). They had twelve children, all of whom were baptised at St. James
WILLIAM ALBERT BERRY 
Able Seaman Berry (D/JX 198536) of the Royal Navy died when the Black Swan Class sloop HMS Kite was sunk on 21st August 1944, aged 26.

He is commemorated on Panel 85, Column 3 of the Plymouth Naval Memorial.

He was the son of William James and Winifred Berry, and the husband of Kitty Armstrong Skelton who he had married on 29th August 1942 at Holy Trinity, when he was living at Gorseinion near Swansea.
Kitty remarried James Kinsella in 1945, and died in London on 31st March 2012. Her funeral was at St. Begh’s Church on 12th April 2012, followed by cremation. There was one child from this marriage in 1946.
HMS Kite (U87) was adopted, while still being built, by Braintree (Essex) on 7th March 1942 during “Warship Week”. In 2004 a general memorial was installed to the ship in Braintree & Bocking Public Gardens. The vessel entered service on 1st March 1943. She was escorting Arctic Convoy JW59 when struck by two torpedoes from U344 off the coast of Greenland. She sank at 0730 and just 14 survivors of her 227 crew were picked up. Five of those 14 later died and were buried at sea.
The next day U344 was sunk by depth charges dropped from Swordfish aircraft from HMS Vindex, also part of the convoy escort.

In 2004 Kitty posted a poem to the BBC People’s War website:

“Tears that flow,

For what our hearts retain.

And still in days to come,

Shall flow agsin.

Yet says the sacred song.

We shall meet in Heaven.

It will not be long.” 

PERCY EDWARD BROWN 



Corporal Brown (2116272) of the 1st Glider Pilot Regiment A.A.C. died during Military Exercises on 4th September 1942, aged 28.

He was buried in grave 5P74 of Whitehaven Cemetery on 9th September 1942 from Holy Trinity Church.

He was the son of Percy Edward and Sarah Frances Brown, and the husband of Martha Dryden Brown (nee Kevern) who he had married at Bermondsey, London in 1938. Their only child, Robert Edward, was born on 4th July 1942 at 25 Chapel Street, Whitehaven and baptised at Christ Church on 26th July 1942.

Martha never remarried and died in Surrey in 1970. Robert Edward died in Surrey in 1992.
CHARLES EDWARD CARSON


Sapper Carson (2014756) of 54 Field Company, Royal Engineers died in Libya on 13th March 1941 aged 25.

He is buried in grave 3A2 of Ismalia War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.
He was the son of Richard Routledge and Esther Carson of 5 The Close, Bransty and the Husband of Miriam Florence Carson (nee Elliott, married in 1939 at Bath) of Larkhall, Bath, but was born at Whitehaven.  He was baptised at Holy Trinity on 12th July 1916 when the family lived at 13 George Street, and his father was a Coal Miner.

JOHN GILBERT CARSON


Sergeant Carson (T/61640) of the 28 L of C Brigade Company, Royal Army Service Corps, died on 29th June 1943 in a Japanese Prisoner of War Camp in Thailand, aged 25.

He is buried in grave 6A19 of Kanchaaburi War Cemetery, Thailand.

He had joined the Army in 1936, and had previously worked at Maxwell’s mineral water works after education at the National School.

He was the son of Richard Routledge and Esther Carson of 5 The Close, Bransty, and had married Winifred M Harris at Reading in 1939, they were now living in Newport, South Wales. He was baptised at St. James on 19th June 1918, when the family were still at 13 George Street.

ALFRED CLARE




Craftsman Clare (14307511) of the West African Army Ordnance Corps, attached to 3 Base Workshop died from internal injuries on 22nd November 1943 aged 19 years and 9 months.

He is buried in grave 5D16 of Freetown (King Tom) Cemetery, Sierra Leone.

He was the son of Alfred and Hanna (nee Kinnish) Clare, and was baptised at Holy Trinity on 27th February 1924. The family then lived at 5 Key’s Place, Michael Street and his father was a Blacksmith at Whitehaven Docks. He had an older sister, Isabel who was also baptised at Holy Trinity. The family then lived at 8 Newtown. By 1943 they lived at 6 Wellington Row.

He had joined the Army in 1944 and had previously been a joiner. There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ of 2nd December 1943.

JAMES COULTHARD

Captain Coulthard (251627) of the Border Regiment, but attached to 1st Battalion The King’s Liverpool Regiment died on 28th March 1944 in Burma, aged 34.

He is buried in grave 7F23 of Taukyan War Cemetery, Burma.

He had previously served with the Coldstream Guards, and had been a policeman from 1935 until he joined the Army. He was mentioned in despatches in Flanders in June 1940.

He was born at 4 Woodville Terrace, Whitehaven and had married Hilda Dixon of 10 High Road, Thornhill at Beckermet St. John’s on 1st July 1939. She was working with Ennerdale Rural District Council. He was then living at 14 Cross Street, Whitehaven.

THOMAS WILLIAM COWLER 
Stoker 1st Class Cowler (P/KX91343) died from the lifeboat of HMS Sturdy on 30th October 1940 aged 23.

He is buried in Soroby Burial Ground, Balemartine Isle of Tiree, Outer Hebrides, Scotland. A memorial on the beach was dedicated on 30th October 2010 by Commodore Charles Stevenson CBE (Naval Regional Commander for Scotland).

He was the 2nd son of James and Catherine Cowler (O’Neil) of 15, The Gardens. He was baptised at Christ Church on 20th September 1917. His parents had married at Christ Church on 21st May 1907. His older brother James was born in 1908.

HMS Sturdy (built in 1919) ran aground at Sandaig on Tiree in thick weather at 56o29’N, 6o59’W and became a total loss. The crew took to the lifeboat but that too was wrecked, and the men had to be physically rescued from the sea by the men and women of Tiree. The wreck was broken up in 1970. In 1939 she was prepared for duty in Hong Kong but was diverted en route to join an anti-smuggling flotilla in the Mediterranean.In 1940 she was deployed in Atlantic convoy defence and on 18th October 1940 she joined Convoy HX73 from Halifax, Nova Scotia to the UK, sailing between 18th and 23rd October.

This was a convoy of 49 merchant ships, escorted by two destroyers (Whitehall and Sturdy), four corvettes (Hibiscus, Heliotrope, Coreopsis and Arabis), the minesweeper Jason, 3 anti-submarine trawlers (Lady Elsa, Blackfly and Angle).The convoy was spotted early on, on 19th October, by U-47, commanded by the most famous of the U-boat commanders, Gunther Prien and with another of the major U-boat aces  – Joachim Scheppke in U-100, in the same wolfpack.In total, 12 of the 49 ships were sunk and 2 damaged, with Prien in U-47 accounting for four of the sinkings and the two damaged ships; Scheppke in U-100 sinking three ships; Engelbert Endrass in U-46 and Heinrich Liebe in U-38 sinking two each; and Heinrich Bleichrodt sinking one.

Five of the ships were sunk and one damaged on 19th October; with seven sunk and another damaged on the following day.Ten days later, after helping to shepherd 75% of Convoy HX73 safely through such a highly skilled and determined wolfpack and after doing escort duty again (Convoy OL 009),  Sturdy was off on night passage to meet an incoming convoy. This was a slow one from Halifax again -  Convoy SC 008.

Weather conditions were dreadful and Sturdy was driven well off course in a full gale and ran onto rocks off Sandaig on the west coast of Tiree. The ship broke in two.The young son of the Sturdy’s Engineer, EJA Gibson – who survived the wrecking and was hospitalised with a broken knee in Oban’s Cottage Hospital – was sent to Tiree during this time, to recover his father’s belongings. Now a retired Royal Navy Lieutenant Commander himself, MJ Gibson remembers that the bow of the Sturdy was on the grass on the shore while the stern was 40 yards offshore – so severe was the storm.

Note: The five sailors who died when HMS Sturdy ran on to the rocks off the west of Tiree on 30th October 1940 were Able Seaman PR Cornford; Stoker 1st Class TW Cowler; Able Seaman F Greenshields; Ordinary Seaman JH Rivett; and Leading Stoker A Trahearn.
RONALD CRADDUCK

Ordinary Seaman Cradduck of the Merchant Navy died from typhoid fever on 21st November 1942, in Hospital in Madras. He was aged 18.

As he was in the Merchant Navy and died of illness he does not appear to be commemorated on any War Memorial, even the Tower Hill monument in London.

He was the oldest of five children of Thomas William and Rhoda (nee Curtis) Cradduck of 7 Marlborough Street, Whitehaven. The others were William (born 1927 at Easington, County Durham), Robert (born in 1930), Agnes born in 1931 and Josephine born in 1928. Ronald (or Ronnie) was born on 14th April 1924 at Easington, County Durham.

There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘Whitehaven News’ dated 3rd December 1942. His documents are at the National Archives- BT 372/360/84 and BT 382/397 for his CRS 10.

At the time of his death he was serving on the Empire March. This 7,040 grt vessel of Headlam & Son was sunk by the German commerce raider Michel on 2nd January 1943. She was loaded with tea, peanuts and jute and was sailing independently to the UK via Durban and Trinidad. In the evening, south west of St. Helena, she was intercepted by the Michel, coming under shellfire and being hit by a torpedo. He Michel then launched her motor vessel, Esau, which fired another two torpedoes. She sank at 22o 35’ S 8o30’W, with the loss of 33 of her 57 crew. The survivors were picked up by the Michel, taken to Singapore and handed over to the Japanese as Prisoners of War.
One of the casualties was Robert Broatch McCartney of Whitehaven- see separate entry.

Ronald’s father had also been a war casualty three weeks earlier, see the next entry. Josephine was baptised at St. Nicholas on 5th September 1928.
THOMAS WILLIAM WALTERS CRADDUCK


Able Seaman Cradduck of the Merchant Navy died on the SS Empire Leopard on 2nd November 1942, aged 41. 

He is commemorated on Panel 43 of the Tower Hill Memorial, London. The Empire Leopard was carrying 7,410 tons of Zinc Concentrates and Munitions, and was one of 45 merchant ships in Convoy SC-107, when she was sunk by U-402(commanded by Siegfied von Forstner in Vielchen [Violet] pack) , on her 6th convoy. At 08.03 she was sunk in oceanic waters 500 miles north east of Belle Isle at position 52o26’N 45o22’W. Of the crew of 35 merchant men and seven gunners just 3 men survived, they were rescued by the Stockport and landed in Reykjavik, Iceland on 8th November.

The convoy had sailed on 24th October 1942 from Botwood, Newfoundland via St. Johns bound for Belfast, Avonmouth and Liverpool on 30th October.

She had been built in 1917 as the USS West Haven, and had also been known as the West Flame, the Marian Otis Chandler, and the Onomea, and had a grt of 5,520.
There were three other Whitehaven casualties- the others being George Acton and William Henry Acton (brothers) and William Scott Truett.

There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘Whitehaven News’ dated 3rd December 1942. For other family details see the previous casualty, his son, Ronald who died just 19 days later. He had been baptised at Holy Trinity Church on 1st September 1901.

He had married a Rhoda Curtis in 1926 when they lived in County Durham. In late 1943 she remarried James Vaughan.

TELFORD FIDLER



Private Fidler (3602545) of 1st Aurborne Battalion Border Regiment died on 23rd September 1944 aged 29.

He is commemorated on Panel 4 of the Groesbeek Memorial, Netherlands. This is in the Canadian Cemetery and is 10km South East of Nijmegen.

He was the son of Telford and Diane Fidler, and the husband of Edith Mary Fidler of Workington. They lived at 31 Cliff Road.

He was baptised at Christ Church on 22nd October 1924 and educated at Holy Trinity School. There is a photograph of him on page 4 of the ‘News’ of 9th November 1944.

JOHN BROWN FLEMING



Private Fleming (3601799) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died of enteric fever in India on 10th August 1944 aged 25.

He is buried in grave 1 C10 of Maynamati War Cemetery, Bangladesh.

He was the son of Jackson and Helen Fleming and the wife of Jane Fleming.(nee Metcalf), married in 1938. They had one son, Allan, born on 7th June 1941 and baptised at Christ Church on 20th June 1941. They also had a daughter, Joyce K in early 1945.

The family lived at 9a Hamilton Place, Queen Street, although the Baptism of his son gives the address as 24 Dalzell Street, Moor Row.

JACOB GLAISTER

This casualty has been identified from the Cemetery Register which gives his occupation as ‘Discharged Soldier’. Thus his military career is not yet known.

Jacob Glaister was buried in grave 6E375 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 15th January 1944, from Christ Church, having died at Whitehaven Hospital.

His gravestone reads: IN/LOVING MEMORY OF/JACOB GLAISTER/DIED 1944/AND SISTER/JEAN GLAISTER/DIED 1947. However this wording is somewhat misleading, as explained below.

Jacob was baptised at Holy Trinity Church on 1st June 1910, the son of Joseph and Elizabeth (nee Newgreen) Glaister, who had married at Holy Trinity on 23rd May 1897. In 1910 the family lived at 1 Mitchell’s Court, Irish Street and Joseph was a miner. He had three younger brothers-Kenneth (1917), John (1919) and Henry (1921). Details of his older siblings are not currently available. Joseph died in the September quarter of 1911, and his mother married a Joseph Marsh in the December quarter of 1915.
Jacob married Sarah Ann Cartmell at Holy Trinity on 10th August 1931, when the family were still living at Mitchell’s Court. With his new wife he then moved to 4 John’s Lane. There they had two daughters- Marjorie, in 1932 and Jean on 12th January 1936, baptised at Holy Trinity on 23rd February 1936. Sadly Jean died at Whitehaven Hospital and was buried beside her father on 27th January 1947 aged 11. From the wording and condition of the gravestone it is presumed that Marjorie had the gravestone erected some years later.
 WALTER HARRISON



Chief Butcher Harrison (1131290) of the Naval Auxiliary Personnel (NAP) died on 4th July 1940 on the HMS Foylebank.

He is commemorated on Column 1, Panel 13 of the Liverpool Naval Memorial. He is also commemorated on the gravestone of Mary Parr, 6E279 at Whitehaven Cemetery. Liverpool was the ‘home port’ for the NAP.

The Foylebank was a Merchant vessel converted to anti-aircraft duties. At breakfast time on 4th July 1940 she was attacked by a squadron (20 to 30) of Stuka bombers while in Portland Harbour, Dorset. In just eight minutes she was hit by 22 bombs and 176 of her 298 crew were killed. One Victoria Cross was won for trying to defend the ship while that man was mortally wounded. She took on a heavy list to Port and sank the following day. 

He was the husband of Mary Elizabeth Harrison (known as Maisie), whom he had married at Liverpool in 1926. They had one son-Walter. Mary Parr was the daughter of Mary and Thomas Parr of 57 Church Street, Whitehaven. Thomas had died at sea in World War 1.

The Parr family were Church of England, being associated with Holy Trinity Church. Neither Holy Trinity or Christ Church ever had a WW2 Memorial, hence his inclusion here.

JACOB HINDE

Stoker 2nd Class Hinde (D/KX 118400) died on 16th February 1942* at HMS Sultan, Singapore, aged 34.

He is commemorated on Panel 102, Column 1 of the Plymouth Naval Memorial.

He is commemorated on the family gravestone 5H145 at Whitehaven Cemetery which * gives the date, incorrectly, of death as 13th April 1942. This would have been the date that the family were notified of his death after people’s whereabouts were resolved amidst all the confusion.

He was baptised at Christ Church on 25th October 1906 and lived at 41 Basket Road.

HMS Sultan was the on-shore Naval Accounting Base at Singapore from 1941 to 1942 which was destroyed at the fall of Singapore. The records show a steady stream of casualties at Sultan in the days leading to the fall, although the 16th was by far the worst with over 150 casualties. This means people based at Sultan lost rathe than physically being killed at the Base.

His father, a Boiler Cleaner, died on 31st July 1921 (aged 45) when the family lived at Mitchells’s Court, a sister Doris on 6th June 1921 aged 5, his mother on 3rd February 1948, aged 73 (when they lived at 62 High Road), and a brother John in Canada on 15th January 1949.

HENRY CASSON JOHNSTON
Sapper Johnston (VX24295) of 2/8 Field Company Australian Imperial Forces died of injuries in Colombo, Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) on 28th May 1942, aged 45.

He is buried in Plot 6B Row 13 Grave G1 of Colombo (Kanatte) General Cemetery, Sri Lanka.

The 2/8 Field Company were part of 17 Brigade, 6 Division. After active service in Libya, Greece, Crete and Syria they were garrisoned in Ceylon in transit back to Australia between March and July 1942. It is understood that Sapper Johnston suffered head injuries in a motorcycle accident while at AIF Headquarters, Ceylon at Matugama. There was an interesting entry in the regimental diary of the same date reinforcing the need to wear head protection following a number of injury accidents on motorcycles.

There was a parade through Melbourne upon their return, on 28th August 1942.

He was born on 19th February 1897 at Whitehaven, the son of George and Margaret Johnston and was baptised on 29th April 1897 at Christ Church. The family then lived at Monkwray and his father was a stone mason
He attended St. James’ Schools and married Isabella Wallace Keir at Christ Church on 15th September 1925 (herself baptised at Christ Church on 25th November 1900, living at Arrowthwaite and her father was an Iron Moulder).  By the time of marriage George Johnston was deceased and the Kier family lived at 5 Meadow View.
He had previously served in WW1. On 9th November 1914 he enlisted with the 10th Battalion Border Regiment as 10/167101. He transferred to the 6th Battalion to go to Gallipoli on 23rd September 1915. He was seriously injured there, and was in Hospital at Suvla from 30th October 1915 to 5th February 1916. On 3rd March 1916 he transferred to the Machine Gun Corps as 16740, and served in France from 28th June 1916 to 16th March 1918. After a period on Home service (with the 27th Reserve Company) he returned to France with the 14th Battalion (now as 39253) on 6th July 1918 until he was discharged on 26th January 1919. When he enlisted he over-stated his age by two years. On 31st July 1915 he went AWOL for one day, and did so again from 6th to 11th June 1918. For that he forfeited 5 days pay and received 10 days Field Punishment 2.

He became a miner, and first went to Fernie, British Columbia, Canada in 1923, when he went to join a friend, John Chester arriving at Quebec on 21st May 1923 (departed Liverpool on 11th May) on the MV Montclare.

Soon after marriage the family emigrated. They arrived at Albany, Western Australia from London on the SS Sophocles on 6th March 1926 (having sailed from London on 28th January 1926), with his wife. Their destination was shown as Melbourne, some 2,400 miles away overland across the Nullarbor desert. They lived at Whittlesea, Melbourne after emigration and he enlisted at Caulfield, Victoria (another suburb of Melbourne). His wife died in 1981 at Heidelberg, Victoria.
MOSES JONES

Sergeant Jones (3594293) of the Border Regiment died at Banbury, Oxfordshire at just after 11pm on Saturday 10th May 1941 aged 33 (not 34 as stated on his gravestone, or 32 as in the Newspaper report).

He was buried in grave 2G25 at Whitehaven Cemetery on Friday 16th May 1941, following the inquest held at Banbury the day before.
There is a full account of the inquest into his death in the “News” of 22nd May 1941. Briefly he shot himself deliberately in the head with a service rifle due to domestic difficulties with his wife.

He was the son of Moses and Elizabeth Ann Jones (nee McCartney), and was baptised at Holy Trinity Church on 19th February 1908, when they lived at High Queen Street and his father had become a Labourer. He was the husband of Rose Jones. At the time of the 1911 census the family of 2 parents and 4 children were living in a 2 roomed house at 2 Kelswick Lane. The older children were William Edward (9) and Joseph (7) and there was a sister, Daisy, aged 10 months on Census night, 2nd April. Moses senior was a Bricklayer’s labourer working on a new Bank in the town. 
On Census night his mother, Elizabeth Ann and brother Joseph were two of eight patients in the Bransty Infectious Hospital. The Caretaker and Matron of this establishment were husband and wife, it also employed 3 nurses and two domestic servants.

Elizabeth Ann Jones was one of twelve children of Jane McCartney, who was living at 2a Kelsick Lane in 1911, aged 71 and a widow. 

When William Edward was baptised at Holy Trinity on 13th September 1903 the family lived at 2 College Buildings, and Moses was a tanner. By the time Joseph was baptised on 20th December 1905 they were living at 2 Dunn’s Court, Howgill Street. When Daisy was baptised on 16th June 1910 (at Christ Church) they were living at Nicholson’s Lane. His parent’s marriage was in the December quarter of 1902 in Whitehaven, but the location of it has not been traced.
Alexander Nichols Kaighan

Private Kaighan (13056467) of the Pioneer Corps died as a Prisoner of War in Borneo on 28th July 1945 aged 25.

He is buried in grave N B5 of Labuan War Cemetery, Malaysia.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5C8 at Whitehaven Cemetery.

He was the son of Alexander Nichols and Sarah (nee Storey) Kaighan of 28 The Gardens, Coach Road. His father was baptised at Christ Church on 29th August 1897, his parents married at St. James’ on 9th February 1920, and he was baptised at Christ Church on 30th June 1920.

William Russell Kelly


Flying Officer (Pilot) Kelly (45729) of the Royal Air Force died in an air accident at Kemble, Gloucestershire on 10th April 1942 aged 32.

He is buried in Roydon (St. Remigius) Churchyard, Norfolk where the family were then living.


He was the son of William Russell and Mary Jane Kelly (of Scragill, Inkerman Terrace) and the wife of Jessie Maud Kelly (nee Brown). In 1947 his widow lived at 35 Denmark Street, Diss. There were two children from the marriage, Patricia Jean born on 19th January 1937 and William Russell born on 22nd April 1942 at Entry House Hursing Home (Diss), just 12 days after his father’s death. The marriage was in 1937 in Norfolk.

F/O William Russell Kelly was baptised at Christ Church on 20th February 1910 and his parents lived at 66 Central Road in the War Years. He was educate at Irish Street School, and took part in the first daylight raid on Kiel. He also took part in the RAF Film “The Lion Has Wings”. He joined the RAF at the age of 18. 

George Lancaster



Sergeant Lancaster (B/23030) of 29 Field Company, Royal Canadian Engineers died on 25th July 1944 aged 37.

He is buried in grave XIV F6 of Benu-sur-Mer Canadain War Cemetery, Reviers, France.

He was the eldest son of George & Mary Ann Lancaster of Town Head, Sandwith. He had emigrated to Canada in 1929, and had been employed for seven years before the war at lumber camps. There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ dated 31st August 1944. The family were Church of England

He is also on the Sandwith War Memorial, in St. Bees Priory.

Procter Lucas



Private Lucas (3602659) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 13th February 1945 aged 28.

He is commemorated on Face 13 of the Rangoon Memorial, Burma.

He lived at Basket Road, and was a pigeon fancier who had previously worked at the Beacon Mills, Whitehaven. He had been baptised at Christ Church on 3rd August 1916, and had married an Elizabeth Nightingale Bailey there on 9th October 1943.

Lindsay Claude Lyons


Petty Officer Writer Lyons (P/MX 47044) died on HMS Grenville on 19th January 1940 aged 30.

He is commemorated on Panel 43, Column 1 of the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

HMS Grenville (H03) was sunk by a mine 23 miles off the Kentish Knock Light Vessel at 51o45’N, 2o30’E. There were 77 men lost and 118 saved.

He was the son of Hamilton and Elizabeth Howard Lyons and the husband of Mildred Lyons (nee Moore), who he had married at Christ Church on 24th December 1934. They had one son, Hamilton. He was born at Portsmouth but Lindsay’s widow returned to Whitehaven after his death to live at 2 Solway Avenue and Hamilton jnr attended Bransty School.

Donald McDonald

Private McDonald (4131123) of 14th Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) died on 15th March 1944 aged 28.

He is buried in grave VII G9 of Beach Head War Cemetery, Anzio, Italy.

He was the son (born in Middlesex) of Kenneth and Williamina Macdonald (nee Golightly)-they had married at St. James on 19th May 1913, and the husband of Elsie MacDonald (nee Pickthall, from Egremont)) of Whitehaven. His wife was from the White Bull Hotel. His parents were from the Royal Oak Hotel. He was baptised at St. James’ on 16th February 1916.

There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ of 13th April 1944. He had married in 1940 and they had a baby boy (also Donald) aged eight months. His father died in WW1 in 1918 while serving with the 11th (Lonsdale) Battalion, Border Regiment, during the 5th Army retreat.

He had joined the Army in 1940 but only went abroad three months before his death. He had worked at Stalker’s grocers of King Street, and had latterly been a traveller for them. 
Harold  McMean

Private McMean (3602481) of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment died at Blencathra Sanatorium on 9th March 1945 aged 25.

He was buried in grave 5O382 of Whitehaven Cemetery on 13th March 1945 from St. Peters Church, Kells.

He was the son of John and Maud McMean of 34 Devon Road.

Harold Miers

 

Driver Miers (14347139) of 284 Assault Squadron Royal Engineers died on 25th October 1944 at Antwerpaged 33.

He is buried in grave III G2 of Schoonselhof Cemetery, Belgium.

He was the son of Thomas Dixon and Alice Miers, and the husband of Elizabeth (Cissie) Leech Miers (nee Levason).  They had married at Christ Church on 20th July 1936. The two children were baptised there on 26th April 1939 and 19th October 1941.

They had two children- Mildred born on 10th April 1939 (attending Bransty School in 1947) and Betty (born 28th September 1941, attending Irish St. Infant School in 1947). The family lived at Snaefell Terrace, but his widow moved to 4 The Gardens after his death.

He had been in the Army for two years. He had previously been a Sergeant in the Home Guard and had been a joiner with the Lowther Estates. There is a photograph of him on page 4 of the ‘News’ of 16th November 1944.

THOMAS TUBMAN

Seaman Tubman (D/1227E, formerly X347) of the RNVR died of illness (as opposed to an accident) on HMS Capetown at Gibraltar on 16th November 1939 aged 46.

He is buried in grave 2A19 at Gibraltar (North Front) Cemetery.

He was baptised at Holy Trinity Church on 25th June 1893, the son of William Patterdale and Elizabeth Tubman. He married Annie Henderson (aged 31) at Holy Trinity on 15th October 1915. He lived at Bardy Steps, and Annie at 15 Bardy Lane. After marriage they moved to White’s Lane, West Strand and had four children- Annie Isabella in 1927, John in 1920, Isabella in 1921 (died in infancy) and Ethel May in 1923.
Ethel May married Thomas Wakeling at Christ Church on 14th October 1944, and Annie Isabella married Tyson Thompson at St. Nicholas on 27th March 1948.

On 14th October 1943 there was a plane crash on Kells Brows, of a training flight (an Avro Anson plane, Serial Number R9780) from RAF Millom, No. 2 (Observer) Advanced Flying Unit. The men who died were 8 weeks away from completing training.
Flying Officer (Pilot) Henry Joseph O’Gara, 29, Glasgow. He is buried at Chester (Blacon) Cemetery Section A Grave 857. He was the son of Michael and Mary O’Gara and the Husband of Mary O’Gara
Sgt (Nav.) (1615489) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve Cyril Johnson, 33, Cheshire. He is buried in Grave 48 at Nantwich (All Saints) Church Cemetery. He was the son of Harold and Constance Johnson and the husband of Mabel Kenyon Johnson of Wistaston, Cheshire. 
Sgt (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner) (1239963) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve Thomas Inman, 20, Silsden Yorkshire. He was the son of John Thomas & Violet Inman and is buried in Grave 263 of Silsden (Howden Road) Cemetery, Yorkshire.
Sgt (Pilot) Vincent James Dunnigan (R/152072) of the Royal Canadian Air Force, aged 26, Buffalo, USA. He is buried in Section A Grave 812 of Chester (Blacon) Cemetery. He was the son of Daniel & Agnes Dunnigan and the Husband of Elizabeth MaryDunnigan.
Sgt (Nav.) Rene Harold Murphy (R/153121) of the Royal Canadian Air Force, 20, Ontario, Canada He is buried in Section A Grave 767 of Chester (Blacon) Cemetery. He was the son of John and Nolia Murphy of Chapleau, Ontario. 
Blacon was a new cemetery in 1940. Plot A was set aside for airmen who died in Cheshire and other northern counties. Plot H was used for Commonwealth burials and those from numerous Polish hospitals and camps in the area. There are 461 Commonwealth burials, and 97 of other nationalities (86 of whom are Polish). Although the numbers of the three are not in sequence, the three graves are next to each other.
See the Whitehaven News dated 18th September 2008 page 27.
The Memorial seat on Monkwray Brows was erected by the Whitehaven Heritage Remembrance Group, and unveiled by Mary Greenwood, the sister of Sergeant Inman (of Silsden) and Sue Hollinshead (the daughter of Sgt Johnson) of Kelsall, Cheshire with Glynn Griffith, the Curator of the then RAF Millom Museum. This Museum was closed in 2010.
A Service of Remermbrance & Dedication was led by Revd Chris Casey of St. Andrews, Mirehouse, who was then also the Chaplain to the Air Training Corps in Cumbria & North Lancashire.
There were more details of the accident in the RAF Millom Museum, but those were dispersed when the RAF Millom Museum was closed.

GERMAN CASUALTY

On 26th November 1945 a German Soldier, Fritz Reich, was buried in Ward 2G at Whitehaven Cemetery from Egremont Prisoner of War Camp. The register is hard to read but his service number appears to have been 66W536168.

He was exhumed on 19th June 1962 and removed to the National German War Cemetery at Cannock Chase, Staffordshire where he is buried in Block 3, Grave 224.

Egremont was a billeting hostel from Moota Prisoner of War Camp, for those working on local farms. Other such hostels are known to have existed at Nethertown and Distington. Further details of the latter are in a Whitehaven News article published in July 2009.

The Egremont camp was directly behind the Railway Station, where Rowntree’s factory was later, and there is new housing now. This means that there is now no trace of the camp, unlike the two others. It is believed that the use of the camp was short lived, probably for about a year at the end of the War. The site had previously been the local base for the National Fire Service Auxiliary appliances.
WHITEHAVEN ARMED FORCES DEATHS SINCE WW2, and in peacetime
This list will not be comprehensive, but reflects those whose deaths have been found on Gravestones at Whitehaven Cemetery.

JAMES BURNEY

Corporal ‘Bish’ Burney (24140774) of C Company 1st Battalion King’s Own Royal Border Regiment died on 19th December 1978 aged 26.

He was shot in the Chest while searching houses for arms and equipment. He was the eleventh British casualty in Northern Ireland that year. The bullet went through his chest and wounded Sgt David Annal, of Carlisle behind him. Two brothers Edward and William also served in the Army, and his mother Catherine served with the W.A.A.F. His grandfather, James, also known as ‘Bish’ served in World War 1 and his father, James, in World War 2.
He had joined the Army on leaving Overend School eleven years earlier.

He was buried in grave 6A99 at Whitehaven Cemetery from St. Andrew’s Church, Mirehouse on 28th December 1978. He was the son of James (died 24th August 1997 aged 80) and Catherine (Kay) who died on 

There is a full account on page 1 of the Whitehaven News dated 21st December 2011.

He lived on 78, Newlands Avenue (born 5th July 1952). His brothers were Edward and Billy, his sisters Ella Holdsworth (of Maryport) and Ethel and he was engaged to Christine, from Preston.
VICTOR WILLIAM MARIO CASSON

Trooper Casson (23936384) of the 4th/7th Battalion Royal Dragoon Guards died at Netheravon, Wiltshire on 25th July 1968 aged 23.

He was undertaking a parachuting exercise when his ‘chute failed to open, but was based in Northern Ireland at the time.

He lived at 62 Tomlin Avenue (born on 8th May 1945) and was buried in grave 6R33 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 30th July 1968 from St. Benedict’s Roman Catholic Church, Mirehouse.

He was the husband of Philomena. 
JOSEPH CONERY
Trooper Joseph Conery (23875238) of the 4th/7th Battalion Royal Dragoon Guards died from a brain tumour at the Queen Alexandra Hospital, London on 26th October 1965 aged 25. He had been serving in Aden when he was taken ill.
He lived at 95 Calder Avenue (born on 26th October 1965) and was buried from St. Begh’s Church. 

The family gravestone is 5K47 at Whitehaven Cemetery. His father, Joseph Frederick, died on 19th September 1984 aged 67, and his mother, Isabella on 5th November 1996 aged 79. He also had two brothers Thomas and John.

GEORGE CROSBY

Sapper Crosby (14080317) of 143 Field Park Squadron, Royal Engineers died in Biryhacoy Military Hospital in Palestine of infective hepatitis on 31st July 1947 aged 19.

He is buried in grave 9K1 of Ramleh War Cemetery, Israel.

He was the son of Biggins and Martha Ann Crosby (nee Lewthwaite) of 36 Brayton Road, Bransty.

He had joined the forces in 1945, was sent to Italy in 1946 then Palestine six weeks before his death. He had worked in the Whitehaven Colliery Offices for two years then briefly for the Romsey Perambulator Company. He had belonged to the Sea Cadets and the Murray Boys Club.

MACALISTER COOPER ERSKINE
Flying Officer Erskine (4089538) of the Royal Air Force, based at RAF Scampton, died when the Canberra aircraft WJ579 of 27 Squadron which he was navigator in crashed into a hillside at Eastnor, near Ledbury, Herefordshire on 17th June 1954 while on a training flight-all 3 crew were killed. He was aged 22.

He is buried in grave 2001G at Cowpen Cemetery, Blyth, Northumberland, which is where he was born, but he was living in Whitehaven when he died.
He was born on 14th June 1932.

The cause of the accident is believed to have been oxygen starvation of the pilot. More details are in BT 233/214 at the National Archives, Kew

JOHN HUGO

This is a Colonial Services death, not armed services, but is still worthy of Commemoration.

Police Lieutenant Hugo of the Malayan Police service received fatal injuries in a motor accident and died on 31st May 1951 aged 29. He was buried at Penang on 1st June.

He was the only son of John and Margaret Ann Hugo of 94 Queen Street. John senior died on 23rd May 1966 aged 75, and Margaret Ann on 3rd November 1980 aged 88. He is commemorated on the family gravestone in Ward 5K of Whitehaven Cemetery. 

RONALD HURST

Sapper Hurst (24135580) of 50 Field Squadron Royal Engineers died on 17th May 1972 aged 25.

He was serving in Northern Ireland and was shot outside Crossmaglen Police Station.

He was the son of Walter and the late Annie Mary (nee Gill), and was one of nine children of the family- 7 sons and two daughters. Several of the other sons were also serving in the Armed Forces at the time. More detail is on page 1 of the “Whitehaven News” dated 25th May 1972.

He was buried on 22nd May 1972 from Mirehouse St. Andrew’s Church in grave 6R57 of Whitehaven Cemetery and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. He was born on 5th November 1946 and had been baptised at St. Peter’s Church, Kells when the family lived at 57 Lakeland Avenue.
Before joining the army he had been an Apprentice Joiner in Wiltshire and North East England.

His brother, Walter was the last Mayor of Whitehaven Borough Council from 1973 to 1974 (following Local Government reorganisation it joined with the other councils to become Copeland Borough Council). He was the youngest ever Mayor of Whitehaven at the age of 28. He had married Sheila Wilson in 1965 and they had a 2 year old son, Jason Alexander. The Mayor’s Chaplain was the Parish Priest of Kells St. Mary, but the service on 3rd June 1973 was at St. Begh’s, the closing Mayoral Service on 31st March 1974 was at St. Mary’s.
His brothers and sisters were: Thomas (born 14th June 1941), Winifred (born 20th December 1942), Margaret (born 3rd June 1944), Walter (born 19th June 1945), Geoffrey (born 11th November 1948), Michael (born 1st January 1950 and baptised at Christ Church), Terence (born 18th June 1953 and baptised at Christ Church) and Philip (born 5th October 1956). All except the two noted were baptised at St. Peter’s, Kells. The family were living at 57, Lakeland Avenue except for the period of the two Christ Church Baptisms when they were at 15 Esk Avenue.
JOHN MOONEY

Corporal Mooney (22563792) of the King’s Liverpool Regiment died on 21st April 1953 on active service in Korea aged 20.
He is buried at the United Nations Memorial, Pusan, Korea, at Section 39 Row 6 grave 3379. 

He had joined the Army, because of the Korea conflict, in September 1951 along with two friends/workmates from Haig Pit.
He lived at Gameriggs Road, Greenbank and was a keen boxer. He was the eldest of a family of eight (born on 6th December 1932), three sons and five girls.

There is more detail on page 7 of the Whitehaven News of 30th April 1953. His mother, Margaret, died on 15th October 1960 aged 49.

He is commemorated on the family gravestone in Ward 5E of Whitehaven Cemetery. 
ROBERT MITCHELL

Sergeant Mitchell of 217 Battery, 79 Regiment died in March 1951 in his bunk at the Royal Artillery Barracks, Knutsford, Cheshire.

During World War 2 he was released from the Army for work in the local pits but went back again in 1946 when direction of labour ceased.

He was a well known local swimmer and won several diving awards. He was the son of Mr & Mrs T Mitchell of 3 Duke Street.
LESLIE LEONARD RUSSELL

Private Russell (22251827) of the RAOC died of wounds on 18th August 1951 in the Korean War, aged 35

He is buried in grave Section 24, Row 6, Grave 1763 of the United Nations War Cemetery, Pusan, South Korea.

He was the husband of Mrs Joan Russell of Addison Street, Whitehaven.

He had served in WW2 and been a POW for most of the war, and rejoined the Army in 1949. He had been in Korea for 10 months.

His wife carried on her mother’s business of Archard’s Jewellers on Lowther Street. They had two sons.
ROBERT MAHONE SHIELDS

Lance Corporal Shields of the Royal Army Medical Corps (Territorials) (24410169) died of a heart attack while on exercises near Mulheim, Dusseldorf, Germany on 3rd October 1989.

He was buried in Grave 6L207 at Whitehaven Cemetery after a funeral at Cleator Moor St. John’s.

He was a fitter at Sellafield and was originally from Greenbank, Whitehaven (born 3rd May 1956, the son of Hugh and Mary Shields). He married Barbara Middleton (of Longbarrow, Cleator Moor) on 6th March 1982 at Cleator Moor St. John’s. The family made their home at 20 Martindale Close, Richmond Hill, Whitehaven.  They had two children-Adele on 30th September 1983 and Martin on 9th February 1986.

By the time of his death the family had moved to Patterdale Close, Richmond Hill.

JAMES EDWIN OLIVER (1904)
There is an article in the Whitehaven News of 4th February 1904 headlined “A Whitehaven Soldier’s Fatal Fall”. Although not a combat death it is worthy of note here for completeness.

Early on Saturday morning James Oliver, a soldier stationed at Leith Fort, and a native of Whitehaven, was admitted to Edinburgh Royal Infirmary suffering from injuries received by falling through the roof of Waverley station. Oliver who was a private in the Royal Garrison Artillery, had been crossing the North Bridge, when his cap was blown over by the wind on to the top of the glass roof of the station. With the object of getting his cap, it is believed, he went round Jeffrey Street, and by means of the bridge then climbed on to the roof, which is made of glass fixed into iron frames. When half way round the roof one of the sheets of glass gave way, and he fell a distance of fifty feet on to the rails of the main up line, where he was discovered by a shunter. After his arrival at the infirmary it was found that Oliver had sustained severe internal injuries in addition to a compound fracture of thr wrist and a fractured rib. He succumbed on Saturday evening.
The parents of deceased, Mr & Mrs Thomas Oliver, reside at 3 Atkinson’s Buildings off Rosemary Lane, Whitehaven. Deceased was the youngest son of a family of two and joined the army four years ago. He was home on furlough for six weeks and returned to Headquarters a fortnight ago, and anticipated going to India during the present month. Before deceased joined the army hr was employed at Croft Pit. The funeral took place at Edinburgh on Tuesday.

He was aged 20.
THE BOER WAR

There are no Boer War memorials in Whitehaven. However there is a scrapbook of Newspaper cuttings kept by the Vicar of St. Nicholas- Revd C.B.S. Gillings- which gives an excellent general account of the war, and what led to it (reference DH/241 at Whitehaven Record Office). The lack of memorials and the lack of newspaper reports in the Scrapbook does strongly suggest that Whitehaven had no losses in this conflict.
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