ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH, WHITEHAVEN WORLD WAR 2 MEMORIAL
1. george acton
Able Seaman George Acton (a Merchant Navy Seaman) died on the SS Empire Leopard on 2nd November 1942, aged 23. 
He is commemorated on Panel 43 of the Tower Hill Memorial, London. The letter to his mother, Evelyn, confirming his presumed death was dated 19th May 1943.
The Empire Leopard was carrying 7,410 tons of Zinc Concentrates and Munitions, and was one of 45 merchant ships in Convoy SC-107, when she was sunk by U-402(commanded by Siegfied von Forstner in Vielchen [Violet] pack) , on her 6th convoy. At 08.03 she was sunk in oceanic waters 500 miles north east of Belle Isle at position 52o26’N 45o22’W. Of the crew of 35 merchant men and seven gunners just 3 men survived, they were rescued by the Stockport and landed in Reykjavik, Iceland on 8th November.

The convoy had sailed on 24th October 1942 from Botwood, Newfoundland via St. Johns bound for Belfast, Avonmouth and Liverpool on 30th October.

She had been built in 1917 as the USS West Haven, and had also been known as the West Flame, the Marian Otis Chandler, and the Onomea, and had a grt of 5,520.
He was one of the sons of John and Evelyn Acton (nee Walker). He was one of 4 Whitehaven men killed in this incident- see also William Henry Acton below. The other two (not on any Whitehaven War memorial) were William Scott Truett, (aged 22 of Solway Road) and Thomas William Walters Cradduck (married to Sarah Ann (nee Horricks in June quarter of 1934) with 5 children and aged 41, of Marlborough Street). George lived at 93 George Street.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5J44 in Whitehaven Cemetery. John Acton died on 17th December 1945 aged 77 and Evelyn (Lena) on 12th October 1956 aged 79.
2. william henry acton
Able Seaman William (known as Billy) Henry Acton (a Merchant Navy Seaman) died on the SS Empire Leopard on 2nd November 1942, aged 27. He is commemorated on Panel 43 of the Tower Hill Memorial, London.
The Empire Leopard was carrying 7,410 tons of Zinc Concentrates and Munitions, and was one of 45 merchant ships in Convoy SC-107 (commanded by Siegfied von Forstner in Vielchen [Violet] pack , when she was sunk by U-402, on her 6th convoy. At 08.03 she was sunk in oceanic waters 500 miles north east of Belle Isle at position 52o26’N 45o22’W. Of the crew of 35 merchant men and seven gunners just 3 men survived, they were rescued by the Stockport and landed in Reykjavik, Iceland on 8th November.

The convoy had sailed on 24th October 1942 from Botwood, Newfoundland via St. Johns bound for Belfast, Avonmouth and Liverpool on 30th October.

She had been built in 1917 as the USS West Haven, and had also been known as the West Flame, the Marian Otis Chandler, and the Onomea, and had a grt of 5,520.
William Henry Acton was baptised on 3rd October 1915 at Holy Trinity Church, and married Mary Nulty at St. Nicholas on 10th August 1942. They lived at 51 Church Street. 
He was the third son of John and Evelyn Acton (nee Walker) of George Street.  A cousin of George and Billy, Abraham Acton, won the Victoria Cross in the Great War. He was subsequently killed, and is on all the Anglican War Memorials. None of the three Abrahams has a known grave.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 5J44 in Whitehaven Cemetery. John Acton died on 17th December 1945 aged 77 and Evelyn (Lena) on 12th October 1956 aged 79.

3. john allan 

Sergeant Allan (3598633) of the 1st Airborne Division, Border Regiment died on 22nd September 1944, at the Battle of Arnhem aged 34. He is buried in grave 16 A4 at Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, where around 1,680 men are buried. He was originally given a battlefield burial at the place where he died- in front of the Hotel Tafelberg, Oosterbeek. In Military records the surname is spelt Allen, although Allan to the CWGC. The family advise that Allen is the correct spelling, and that the DSC (an American decoration) attributed to him by the CWGC is incorrect. There is an American of the same name who was awarded the DSC. (This information was passed on by Ray Devlin).
He was the husband of Florence Ruth Allan (nee Smurthwaite), who he had married at St. Nicholas on 24th December 1938. They had two children- William (born 11th October 1940 and baptised at St.Nicholas on 6th November 1940) and Ann Marie (born 24th August 1942 and baptised on 16th September 1942). Both children went to Irish Street Infants School.
They lived at Scotch Street. (The Borough Roll of Honour spells his name as Alan). 
Florence Ruth’s mother was Mary Jane Deacon, and her father was a miner George Robert Allan, of 144 Queen Street. John‘s father was also a miner, William, of 27 Queen Street. See also St. James WW1 Memorial number 170.
He is also commemorated on the family gravestone 6E51 at Whitehaven Cemetery, to his mother, Elizabeth who died on 6th November 1964 aged 75.

[image: image1.jpg]



4. william moore allen
Sergeant Allen (T/61417) of the 58th Division Troops Company Royal Army Service Corps died on 18th June 1944, aged 31, during the Battle of Normandy. He is buried in Grave XIV H 16 at Bayeux War Cemetery, France

He was the son of Andrew and Edith Allen, and lived at Rosemary Gardens.

There is a photograph of him on page 4 of the “News” dated 6th July 1944.

He joined the Army in 1935. He had previously served in the Middle East as one of general Montgomery’s ‘Desert Rats’. As a direct result of a suggestion of his to the Whitehaven News columnist ‘Copeland’, Sandy McPherson broadcast a special Cumberland programme from Carlisle for troops in the Middle East. Sergeant Allen’s sister had a message broadcast in that programme.

He had previously been employed by Mr Glasister, builder. One of his proudest possessions was a Certificate of Service signed personally by General Montgomery. 
5. joseph banks
Sergeant Banks (1091782) of the 83 Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, died on 3rd January 1944, aged 22. He is buried in Collective Grave 6A 18 to 23 at the Berlin 1939 to 1945 War Cemetery.

He was the son of Joseph & Elizabeth Swan Banks, and lived at 48 The Gardens, Coach Road.

6. elizabeth cowan
Leading Aircraftwoman Elizabeth Cowan, or Betty as she was known (Service No. 2096437) served with the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. She died from bomb blast injuries on 24th October 1945, aged 30. These injuries were sustained in late 1944 or early 1945. The cause of death was asphyxia, bronchial asthama and chronic bronchitis.
She was buried in Whitehaven Cemetery Grave 5J62 on 29th  October 1945, from 10 Countess Terrace, Bransty by the Vicar of Hensingham St. John, having been cared for at home since her release from hospital in London.

Betty was one of the four daughters of Walter John and Elizabeth Cowan (nee Ritson) from the Bransty district of the town. She was baptised at St. Nicholas’ on 28th March 1915.
Betty’s sister Margaret (baptised at St. Nicholas on 16th November 1913) had tried to sign up at the same time, but failed a medical so she stayed in the town, working for the local newspaper, ‘The Whitehaven News’. 
She was omitted from the Borough Roll of Honour. Her friend, Daphne Pope of London, is believed to have been killed outright in the bombing which is thought to have been a V1 or V2 bomb.
7. thomas fee
Sergeant Pilot Fee (Service No 1527088) was serving with 101 Squadron of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve at the time he died on 13th April 1943, aged 32. 
He was buried in grave 5J50 at Whitehaven Cemetery on 17th April. He had trained as a Pilot in California (after a first posting to Initial Training Wing, Newquay), and had been serving at Holme-in-Spalding at the time of his death, which occurred when the 100 Squadron Lancaster he was flying developed engine trouble on take-off and crashed, killing all onboard..
Soon after he was born the family emigrated to Pennsylvania in the United States, but returned to Whitehaven in 1925. In around 1929/1930 he spent more time with his grandmother in the USA but again returned to Whitehaven to marry. In 1934 Thomas was a bricklayer, but later in that decade he became a self employed builder and contractor, with a high reputation.

At the time of his death there were well advanced plans for him to speak at the Borough ‘Wings for Victory’ week later in 1943.

He had married Mabel Dawson (21) at St. Nicholas on 27th July 1931. By then his father (a miner) was deceased, as was Mabel’s father . The family home had been 103 Duke Street.

Thomas and Mabel set up home initially at 2, Lonsdale Street, Bransty. Their first daughter, Jean, was born there on 30th June 1934 (baptised at St. Nicholas on 25th July). By the time their second daughter, Dorothy, was born on 4th April 1942 (baptised at St. Nicholas on 16th August) they were at 4 Duke Street. By 1947 Dorothy was at St. James Infants School.
Dorothy has a stone below Thomas’s. She subsequently married a Mr Taylor, and became Dorothy Fee Taylor. She died in 2003. He was a freemason, and there is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ of 22nd April 1943. In 2005 Jean was living in Australia. Much of the following detail has come from her, which she supplied in 2005 to the grandson of Tom Forbes, a good friend of Tom Fee, who died in a separate accident on 12th July 1943.
His six crewmates who died with him were (Courtesy of Joe Ritson):

Sgt (Flight Engineer) Vernon R. Ager of Greenford, Middlesex, buried at Holme-upon Spalding

F/O (Nav) Victor Cook, buried in his home town of Chesham, Buckinghamshire.

Sgt (Bomb Aimer/Nav) Robert Brough, buried in his home town of Dunfermline

Sgt (W/O) John Smith, buried in his home town of Chorley.

Sgt (Mid-upper Air Gunner) George W.J. Davison, of Stockwell, London, buried at Wandsworth (Streatham) Cemetery.

Sgt (Rear-air Gunner) Jack Beatson, buried in his home town of Sheffield
He had been one of 60 cadets on Course No. 6 at No. 2 BFTS (British Flight Training School) based at the Polaris Flight Academy, near Lancaster in California.
The Lend-Lease agreement between Britain and America was signed in the spring of 1941 and allowed the US and Canada to provide staff and facilities to train a large number of RAF aircrew, often employing civilian instructors. There were 6 such BFTS schools in the US and many similar schools in Canada, Rhodesia, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa - all places with better weather and relatively empty airspace compared to Britain.
A course of flight training now began which would last approximately 20 weeks (200 hours flying time) from December 1941 to June 1942 across the arid Mojave Desert. Tom Fee's logbook mentions the following places: Santa Paula, Adelanto, Inyokern and Tehachapi; all within 100 miles of Los Angeles. During primary training the cadets flew PT13 Stearman biplanes, then for basic/advanced training a mixture of Vultee BT13's and North American AT6's fixed wing trainers. In January 1942 Tom flew his first supervised solo and on March 19th 1942 he flew searching for lost aeroplanes! In May he started flying the advanced AT6 and after 200 hours of Dual, Solo and Night flying - initial training was completed and Tom graduated in June 1942. 

Also enrolled in Course No. 6 was William (Bill) Reid who famously went on to receive a Victoria Cross. During this time Japan attacked America at Pearl Harbour (7th Dec '41).

On his return to England more training followed ending in a posting to 101 Squadron, a 1 Group front line Lancaster squadron, in April 1943. 

 In America he enjoyed wonderful hospitality with the Pace, Rennie, Bottomley and Bloomhurst families. Tom was close to the Pace family. Jean remembers very well her mother sending to Mr and Mrs Pace's son Alan, Tom's Polaris scroll and wallet as they had got on so well together. Jean also remembers that all families were in the war effort, children too. She made bead dolls and sold them to her mother’s friends, she also made one each for my grandfather and her father and sent them off feeling very important.
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Tom Fee with his wife Mabel and daughter Jean

8. joseph banks hayton
Wireless Operator/Air Gunner Sergeant Hayton (1119824) of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve died at 0228 on 16th November 1943, aged 34. 

He was buried at Harrington at 2pm on Saturday 20th November 1943. Local newspaper reports state that he was the son of Mrs Howie- see below for an explanation of this. He is not, however, on the adjacent village war memorial.
At around 2250 on November 15th 1943 Wellington Ic Z8799 of 28 O.T.U. [Operational Training Unit] RAF Wymeswold (near Loughborough) with a satellite airfield at Castle Donnington took off for a night navigation exercise and crashed on Anglezarke Moor, above Horwich killing all six crew. About four hours into the flight thick ice had formed on the airframe. This led to a loss of control, with the plane going into a steep dive precipitating structural failure and break up. In the last moments the dinghy came free from its storage compartment aft of the port engine and became entangled in the tail- thus dooming any chance of averting disaster.

A memorial was erected in June 1955 by Horwich Rotary Club, near the footpath once trodden by lead miners on their way to Clough. This is very near the crash site, but in an accessible location. Regrettably it incorrectly gives the date as 12th November. Even more unfortunately this date is repeated on the internet (including Wikipedia) from people who have not fully researched the matter. The stone for this memorial came from the demolished Brazley House at Horwich, and the monument was made by a local stonemason, Mr J. Dougill. It was unveiled by Wing Commander D.O. Dias OBE, DFC from RAF Padgate, Warrington and dedicated by Revd. David Dick, the President of Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland. 
Joseph had joined the Air Force in 1941 and had only recently returned from 18 months in Africa.

Previously he had been an agent for the Britannic Insurance Company, and before that at Lowca Colliery.
Although on the St. Nicholas Memorial he was buried at Harrington (St. Mary) Churchyard in the tenth grave from the East on the NE wall. The churchyard was subsequently remodelled and the original gravestone lost. There is therefore now a CWGC stone in the North East Corner of the old Churchyard (very close to his original grave) to himself and an R.C.F. [Robert Coventry] Blair (South Lancs. Regiment died 8th May 1919), which states that they are buried elsewhere in this churchyard. From the family gravestone at St. Bees this is known to be in the family vault for Private Blair (the location of this vault is unknown after exhaustive enquiries). Gunner Hayton is on the St. Nicholas Memorial because his mother was living at 83 George Street at the date of her son’s death. On the Whitehaven Borough Roll of Honour he is incorrectly spelt as Heyton.
The CWGC listings incorrectly state that his parents were Amos and Arm Hayton- that should read Amos and Ann.

Amos Hayton and Ann Banks married at Distington on 8th June 1898. Amos died in 1909, and was buried at Moresby, in grave 136, on 30th March. Ann Hayton then remarried a widower (miner) William Howie at Harrington on 11th May 1912, when he was aged 47. She lived at 9 West Row, Lowca and he at 10 West Row. William then died and was buried at Moresby in grave 227 on 6th February 1913. Ann remained a widow for the rest of her life and died at 93 Queen Street, Whitehaven aged 75. She was buried at Moresby on 16th June 1949 and is buried in grave South XV 26.
Joseph was baptised privately by Moresby Church on 30th March 1909, when the family were living at Lowca Cottage. As the birth was registered in the June quarter this was probably also his date of birth. 
He had one brother from the 2nd Marriage- William Howie, baptised at Moresby on 22nd November 1912 (born 14th October). Children from the first marriage baptised at Distington Church were- Celia (28th August 1898), Mary (20th December 1899), Thomas (6th October 1901, when they were living at Castle View, Distington), Robert Banks on 7th June 1903 (now living at Sunny Brow, Distington), Jane Elizabeth (30th October 1904) and Amos on 1st September 1907.
The other members of the crew who were lost were Pilot Flt Sgt Joseph Barnes Timperon (417249, from Ardrossan, Australia), Co-Pilot Sgt Eric Ray Barnes (1429176, from Nottingham), W.Op/Gunner Sgt Robert Sidney Jackson (1807141 from Wandsworth/Earlsfield, London), Navigator Sgt George Ernest Murray (990575 of Harton/South Shields) and Air Gunner Sgt Matthew Mouncey (1593475 of Leeds).

A letter written by Police War Reserve Constable C.H. Swift (Deceased) from Chorley in 1955 to a relative of one of the crew members of Z8799 is reproduced below. PC Swift witnessed the final moments of the stricken aircraft and was one of the first at the scene of the crash:

"That night was not a very dark one, neither was it stormy, yet for several nights previous, it had been intensely cold, with frost up to 15 below zero. I was on night-duty; it was a starry night, with white culimnous cloud, hiding a 3/4 full moon. I had been given 1.30am as my supper period, which we had in the Chorley Police Station. It was a 1/2 hour break and I remember the heavy drone of an aircraft at what seemed overhead, as I entered the station. Half an hour later, I left again in company of a Police Patrol Driver, to resume a given area 
of patrol. Strange it seemed, the noise of the aircraft was still hanging around. My friend remarked how cold it must be up there, we could not see anything of course. For ten minutes or so, I had his company, he was finishing his night's duty and I was alone, making my way to a Police point expecting a visit there from the Sergeant of Inspector. It so happened that I was passing a branch of Leyland Motor Works, when the noise of an aircraft, increased tremendously. I looked up, there descending almost over my head was an aircraft. It bore a yellow and green light on each wing tip, and I could see two engine cowlings on each at the front. My personal feelings at that moment was, Enemy aircraft - bombing the Leyland Works, but the plane was then only 2 or 3 hundred feet above with both its engines running at-full throttle, when over the houses in front of me, it disappeared. Two or three seconds later a crash came, it shook the ground where I stood, though the crashed plane was found 5 miles away, from that point. The time I shall never forget was 28 min. past 2 in the morning.
I ran to the telephone kiosk 30 yards ahead of me, when I heard running feet approaching, it was the Police inspector and the Sergeant. They had heard all, but did not see anything. I confirmed a plane crash, and rang for a car. By 2.30AM, along with the Inspector and Sergeant, we were on the way to the countryside. The inspector asked me for an area likely to contain the crash, so we arrived at the edge of Anglezarke Moor, and proceeded to search the woods, but had to give up. We returned to the Police Station for reinforcements and left again at 7am with a party of 6. I was given the lead so I made immediately for the Moors again and with coming light, continued the search. I discovered a rabbit dead, but not frozen, so we alerted all, and ahead of me was seen something unusual. It was a turret (rear gunner) and a petrol tank, 20 yards to my left was a Wellington Bomber lying on its back. We recovered five bodies, a sixth was later found beneath the front of the bomber. We had to search for identification purposes, discovering the first to be an Australian, another if I remember rightly came from Sheffield, the rest from the South of England. They had in their possession identity cards; this proved to us that the bomber had not been over enemy territory. I remember to one of the crew had a long envelope, on the front was printed 'your photographs' one 1/2 dozen - inside was on 1/2 dozen photographs of the airmen and a pretty young lady. That must have been one of the last things he did, collect his photographs, for none had been 
taken out. You can have my opinion for what it is worth. The crash was not due to engine failure, for at no time did I hear any unusual noise from the engines. I would say the icy conditions forced the plane to crash. I had to make a report and plan of the crash, but that was the last I heard of the incident, I was not called to any Air Force enquiry. One of the Bomber's engines was missing, but recovered 12 months after in a wood, some 10 miles away in the Darwen area, Lancashire"
9. david william hopkin
Lance Corporal Hopkin (3709228) of the Royal Corps of Military Police died from injuries incurred in a motor accident on 8th June 1941, aged 33. 
He is buried in grave XXIX J 21 at El Alamein War Cemetery.
He was the son of Ebenezer and Elizabeth Hopkin and lived at 8 Windermere Road, Woodhouse. He was educated at St James’ School. He worked first for a Butcher in town then at the Ice Plant but joined the Army in 1929, in the King’s Own Regiment serving in Palestine, India and Egypt. In 1937 he was transferred to the Reserves but re-enlisted in the same regiment in 1938. He was sent straight out to Palestine to deal with terrorism there and then to Cairo at the outbreak of war. Some time later he transferred to the Royal Military Police.

He played football, hockey and billiards. There is a photograph of him on page 2 of the ‘News’ of 26th June 1941.

There is also a Prayer Book in his memory in the Church
10. william joseph martin
Gunner Martin (852437) of 51 (The Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry) Field Regiment of the Royal Artillery, died on 16th June 1943, age unknown.  
He is now buried in Grave I G 8 at Ranchi War Cemetery, India. Ranchi is primarily a concentration cemetery from numerous smaller ones, and 705 men are interred here. It is 419 km North West of Calcutta. He was then serving with 203rd Field Battery, 51st Field Regiment
He was the son of Nicholas and Mary Isabella Martin. He lived at 46 Bransty Road. He had a brother (Nicholas). 
11. richard morgan
Able Seaman Morgan (Service No P/JX 26800) was serving at HMS President III, Royal Navy when he died on 19th April 1946 aged 25. 
He was buried on 23rd April 1946 (from 71 Bransty Row) in grave 5H115 at Whitehaven Cemetery. The headstone is a private one, not a CWGC white one. He is not on the Borough Roll of Honour.
HMS President III was a land facility, not a ship, and was the headquarters for personnel serving on defensively equipped merchant vessels.
He was the son of Margaret Morgan who had died on 7th December 1924, aged 27. She was the daughter of Richard & Isobel Coward. Margaret Coward had married Moody Morgan at St. James on 18th November 1918. Moody Morgan was born in the Cockermouth Registration district on 9th June 1889. Richard was baptised at St. James on 1st September 1920. All available evidence is that he was unmarried.  At baptism the family home was 35 Queen Street. He had two brothers-Tommy and Joseph (who served in the RAF).
12. stanley thompSon park
Lieutenant Park (Service No. 72565) of the 5th Battalion (at the start of the war), 7th Battalion at time of death Border Regiment died of pleurisy at “Derwent”, Langdon Road, Folkestone on 3rd June 1947, aged 29. 
He was the eldest of three sons of Mr and Mrs William Thomas Park and the husband of Nancy Lena Park (nee Perry), of Mellguards, Southwaite, Carlisle and is buried at Wreay (St. Mary) Church Cemetery, St. Cuthbert Without, Cumbria. From his School records we know that he was born on 17th July 1917 (at Gateshead), the family lived at Kimpston House, Whitehaven, his father was the Manager of the Midland Bank and his primary education was at Ghyll Bank School, Inkerman Terrace (until going to Grammar School in September 1929). After leaving the Grammar School (apparently without passing exams) in July 1933 his further education was at St. Peter’s College, York. His brothers were John and Joe.

The marriage had been on 14th April 1942 at All Saints Church, Cockermouth with the reception at the Castle Inn, Bassenthwaite. They lived at Rosehill, Moresby after marriage, but his widow moved to 3 Towers Lane, Cockermouth (the family home). They had one child- Patricia Ann who had been born on 17th January 1944. Nancy did not remarry and died at Blackpool in October 2004.

He was wounded in May 1940 at Dunkirk, losing his right eye and the hearing in his right ear. He was discharged and subsequently became Captain Adjutant of the Whitehaven Home Guard. Towards the end of the war he was able to rejoin the Border Regiment. After the war he worked at the Folkestone branch of the Midland Bank.
His sword and swagger stick was sold at Mitchells Auctions in June 2008 (Lot 560).

He is also commemorated on the Grammar School Memorial (now on the South Gallery of St. James Church) and on Cockermouth War Memorial. Wreay does not have a WW2 memorial. See also page 23 of the Whitehaven News dated 18th April 2013.
13. gilbert ellwood pearson
Lance Corporal Pearson (3607258) of the 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died on 5th June 1944, aged 27. He is buried at Imphal War Cemetery, India in grave I B4. Imphal is near the Burmese border, and around 1,600 men are buried here.

He had served his time as a joiner with Metcalf’s, and had worked on the new Hensingham Estates (for Whitehaven Borough Council) before joining up.  

He was one of three sons of Ernest and Margaret Pearson (of 9 Scotch Street), and was both a pal and a workmate of John Richardson (next entry), who died on the same day and at the same place, and is buried in the adjacent grave. His brothers were Ralph and John.
A joint memorial service for Pearson and Richardson was held at St. Nicholas Church on 25th June 1944.

14. john richardson
Lance Sergeant Richardson (3607262) of 2nd Battalion Border Regiment died accidentally in Burma on 5th June 1944, aged 27. He is buried at Imphal War Cemetery, India in grave I B5. 

He worked on the new Hensingham Estates (for Whitehaven Borough Council) before joining up in August 1941, and had gone abroad in June 1942, three months after his marriage (which was not at any of the town Anglican Churches). He had also been a volunteer member of the National Fire Service.

He was a founder of the Hensingham Cycling Club, and was both a chorister and bell ringer at Hensingham St. John Church.
He was the son of Joseph and Ada Richardson (of Corkickle Lodge) and the husband of Lillian Richardson. The CWGC give Lillian’s address as Hornsey, Middlesex but the family home was 2 Cart Road, Preston Street. They had a child, Robina, who attended Bransty School.
There was a memorial service for him at St. Nicholas and Hensingham St. John rang a peal in honour of him.
15. leslie robinson
Flight Sergeant Robinson (622736) of the 270 Squadron Royal Air Force, died on 18th December 1943, at the age of 23. He is remembered on Panel 139 of the Runnymede Memorial, Surrey. This commemorates 20,332 airmen with no known grave.

He was the son of Thomas and Mary J. Robinson of 85 George Street. He had three brothers and three sisters.
He is also on the St. James Memorial.
16. ernest edward shepherd
Private Shepherd (14658301) of the 2nd Battalion, The Kings Regiment (Liverpool) died at Fusehill Military Hospital (Carlisle) on 2nd January 1946, aged 37. 
He was buried at Whitehaven Cemetery (from St. Nicholas) on 5th January 1946 in grave 6E69, by the Vicar of Hensingham. As this area is Roman Catholic/Nonconformist his denomination is therefore unclear. 
He apprenticed as a printer with Mr Burlington. In 1939 he had joined the Whitehaven News as a compositor. He was also an instructor at a Whitehaven gymnasium and a member of the YMCA gym team. In 1941 he became an instructor to the Egremont flight of the Air Training Corps, and joined the army in late 1943. He was seriously wounded in fighting in Italy. Internal troubles developed, and he was invalided home. In late 1945 he was admitted to Fusehill Hospital for tests, but the death was unexpected.

He was the husband of Maggie Shepherd (nee Bowes) whom he had married on 8th April 1939 at St. James’ Church, at the age of 31 (and Maggie was 29).. At the date of marriage his address was Brook Cottage, Hensingham and hers was 15 Brackenthwaite- this became the family home. There were no children. He had enlisted on 5th July 1944.
He was one of 4 sons of Mr J. Shepherd (his mother predeceased him). 

17. robert stables
Lance Corporal Stables (7882897) of the 7th Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps died in an Italian prisoner of War Camp on 6th December 1942, aged 30. He had been taken prisoner at Tobruk.

He is buried in Grave III A 13 at Ancona War Cemetery, Italy
He was the son of William and Margaret Ann Stables, and the husband of Josephine Stables. He is not on the Borough Roll of Honour, but lived at 28 Church Street. They had a son, Ronald born 18th May 1941.
There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ of 28th January 1943.

18. robert thomas
Sergeant Air Gunner Thomas (1681745) of 51 Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve died on 18th December 1944 aged 20, as the result of an operational flight.

He is buried in grave I C4 of Venray War Cemetery, Netherlands.

He was the only son of the late Robert and Mary Clelland Thomas, of Whitehaven, Cumberland and the grandson of Mr and Mrs Gill of 136, Queen Street. 
He was the husband of Lilian Thomas (nee Todhunter) of 42, High Road, Kells, who he had married at Kells Methodist Church on 22nd November 1944, just 4 weeks earlier.

He had been in the RAF for two years and had previously worked at Stout’s Garage, Roper Street. He was a choirboy at St. Nicholas’ Church and also belonged to the Church Scout group. He had been baptised at St. Nicholas’ on 6th July 1924, having been born on 25th May. The family then lived at 76 Duke Street. His father had died in October 1923, and was buried on 6th October 1923 in grave 5C84 of Whitehaven Cemetery aged just 29. He was one of two men involved in a roof fall at around 0315 on the morning of Tuesday October 2nd at the Ladysmith Pit. He was recovered but died at the Infirmary at 0630.
19. harold todhunter
Sergeant Todhunter (1523611) of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (based at Lossiemouth, Scotland) died in an Air Crash aged 22 on 14th August 1944. He was buried on 19th August at Whitehaven Cemetery in Grave 5P10 (from St. Nicholas), together with his mother who died on 15th October 1944, aged 63. His father died on 10th March 1941 (aged 62), and was also buried in 5P10 on 14th March 1941 from Holy Trinity Church. 
He was the 6th son/ 8th Child of George and Jane Todhunter (nee Beck) who lived at 14 Solway View at the date of Harold’s death.  George was the innkeeper at the Indian King Hotel on Roper Street. His parents had married at Holy Trinity on 3rd February 1902. George was then a Miner of Tangier Street (father, John was a Barber) and Jane’s father was a Ship’s Plater of Albion Street. At the 1901 census George and his brothers John, Edward, Henry and Alexander were living with their older sister Lilian and her two children while John was living on his own at 105 Main Street, Parton.
From School Records we know that he was born on 20th January 1922 (and baptised 19th February 1922 at Holy Trinity). He was on a 100% County Council ‘Article 15’ grant, having previously attended St. James C of E School. He passed the JMB School Certificate in 1938 in the Lower 6th form. At School he was the Captain of both the Rugby and Cricket teams, later playing for the town teams in both sports. He worked at Whitehaven Laundry as a Clerk, then in the offices at High Duty Alloys.
Older brothers and sisters (all baptised at Holy Trinity) were William (born 1904) and John (born 1905) both at 5 Williamson’s Lane; Martin Beck (1907) and Lillian (1909) both at 4 Torrentine’s Lane; Alexander (1913), Margery (1914) and Leonard (1917) at 32 Strand Street, as was Harold. Interestingly George’s brother Henry was also an Innkeeper for many years and also had a large family.
Lossiemouth (built in 1938/1939) was mainly a training base for 20 Operational Training Unit (Training on Wellington night bombers) although occasional operations were undertaken from there, like 617 (Dambuster) Squadron’s raid on the Tirpitz a few months later. By 1944 it was part of 91 Training Group. He was one of 6 aircrew, who also died, in Wellington III HF816A of A Flight. They had departed Lossiemouth  for an evening cross-country, but the plane dived at very high speed at around 2230 and crashed into the ground exploding not far from Methy Bridge, which is about 5miles SSW of Grantown-on-Spey.
The other crew were:

P/O Philip Lionel Bennett Paterson, buried at the nearby Elgin New Cemetery

Sgt James Michael Downey, buried at Leytonstone RC Cemetery, East London

Sgt Stephen Fraser, buried at Lossiemouth

P/O Denis Henderson Rankin, buried at Carnmoney Cemetery, County Antrim, Ulster

Sgt Robert Arthur George Bailey, buried at Bungay, Norfolk 

There is a photograph of Harold Todhunter on page 3 of the “News” of 31st August 1944.

He is also commemorated on the Grammar School memorial (which he attended between September 1933 and June 1939), now on the South Gallery of St. James Church.
20. clifford roger williams
Lieutenant Williams (72170) of the Nottinghamshire Yeomanry, Royal Armoured Corps died on 26th March 1943 aged 43. He had joined the 5th Border Territorial Battalion in 1936 and became an instructor at the Carlisle Infantry Training Centre. He then became the Small Arms Officer at Battalion HQ, and was then seconded to the Royal Armoured Corps (as a Temporary Captain). He reverted to the rank of lieutenant on leaving for Tunisia in August 1942.

He died commanding three tanks at the El Hamma attacks with the 8th Army.

He has no known grave, but is commemorated on Face 5 of the Medjez-El-Bab Memorial, Tunisia

He was the only son of John Roger and Sarah Helen Williams (of Shrublands, Corkickle) and the husband of Mary Williams (nee Peel). 

They married on 7th October 1939 at Hensingham St. John and set up home at “Hartfield”, Sneckyeat Road, Hensingham and had a daughter (Jennifer Mary born 1st February 1942 , baptised at St. Nicholas on 1st March 1942 and attended Hensingham Infants School). He was educated at Ghyll Bank then the Secondary School. On leaving there he became a pupil in the Mercantile and Commercial Departments at the Whitehaven News, working for his father who was the Manager and Secretary. His father was also the Secretary of the Constituency Liberal Association.

He is also on the Grammar School Memorial.
The borough book of remembrance (DH 7/3) is held by Whitehaven record office.
Much of the above information has been supplied by Joe Ritson, to whom the Parish acknowledge their thanks.

Omitted from the Memorial are the following:

21. WILLIAM BELL



Aircraftman 2nd Class Bell (104078) of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve died in a Japanese Prisoner of War Camp on 29th November 1943 aged 33.

He is commemorated on Column 429 of the Singapore Memorial.

He was the son of John and Ann Bell, and the husband of Margaret Bell (nee McLaughlin) of Senhouse Street, who he had married at St. Nicholas’ Church on 8th January 1938. He had been taken prisoner in 1941. He had previously been a labourer with the LMS Railway at Corkickle Station. His widow had received a letter from him on January 1st 1943 that he was fit and well, indicating how slow the post could be. They had one four year old child, Margaret, baptised at St. Nicholas on 22nd March 1939. 

On 2nd December quarter 1944 Margaret remarried William Coglan at St. Nicholas’ Church.

The Borough Roll of Honour incorrectly states that he lived at 20 Back Ginns, and the CWGC listing for his wife of Woodhouse is a post war address.

22. REGINALD CARR
Gunner Carr (894312) of 28 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery died in Burma after a short illness on 16th September 1944 aged 24.

He is buried in grave 2E6 at Imphal War Cemetery, India.

He was the son of George and Margaret Carr of 37 The Gardens.

He joined the Cumberland Artillery in 1938. He served in Norway, North Africa, East Africa, Ceylon, India and Burma.

He was previously a Clerk at the Whitehaven Coal Company and had belonged to the St. Nicholas Choir before moving to Christ Church where he was often Organist. He also belonged to the Congregational Badminton Club and Young Men’s Society.

There is a photograph of him on page 4 of the ‘News’ of 28th September 1944.

He is also commemorated on the family gravestone in Ward 5O of Whitehaven Cemetery.
23. FLORENCE MAY HUNTER

Leading Aircraftwoman Hunter (2027408) of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force was found dead on 7th April 1945 after being missing from her base at Scarborough. She was aged 37. The cause of death was found to be haemorraghic erosion of the stomach and exhaustion from sleeping out rough near Scarborough for reasons unknown. She had lain dead unfound for 3 days. 
She was buried in grave 1F49 at Hensingham Cemetery on 12th April 1945 from St. Nicholas Church.

She was the daughter of Mr and Mrs Henry Hunter of 31, Rosebank, Hensingham. Before her wartime service she had spent 10 years as a cook at Seatoller House, Borrowdale.

In the WAAF she had worked as a medical orderly at bases across the North of England and was based at York at the time of her death

24. GORDON SIMON MCAULLY
Leading Seaman McAully (P/J102728) died when the HMS Esk sank on 1st September 1940 aged 34.

He is buried in grave 5J9 of Kiel War Cemetery, Germany.

He was the son of James and Edith Annie McAully (nee Simons, married Cockermouth 1889) and the husband of Olive (nee Brown). He was baptised at St. James on 26th February 1906, and the marriage was at St. Nicholas’ on 20th May 1929. He attended Trinity School. In 1932/1933 the family moved to Portsmouth, where the CWGC record them as living, across the water at Gosport. They had two children, Frank at 24 Dalzell Street, Moor Row on 24th April 1931 (baptised at St. Nicholas on 17th June 1931) and Jack K in Gosport in 1933.
At the time of their marriage Gordon was living at 16 Schoolhouse Lane (a seaman) and Olive at 3 Henry Street, Bransty. There is a photograph of him on page 3 of the ‘News’ of 19th September 1940. He won many prizes in all kinds of athletics and attended Trinity School. He had joined the Navy in 1922 aged 16, and at one time was a Petty Officer on the Royal Yacht
HMS Esk was the replacement for another ship of the same name, sunk on 31st August 1940. On 31st August 1940 the destroyers Esk, Icarus, Express, Intrepid and Ivanhoe escorted by the Kelvin and Vortigern had sailed to lay mines off the coast of Northern Holland. The Express was the first to strike a mine and was badly damaged, the Esk went to her assistance, struck another mine and sunk immediately. The Ivanhoe then went to the assistance of both vessels. She struck a third mine, and was so badly damaged that she had to be sunk by the Kelvin.

HMS Whitehaven (J121)
HMS Whitehaven was a Bangor Class Minesweeper, built at Dartmouth by George Philip & Sons Ltd. Her keel was laid down on 24th July 1940, she was launched on 29th May 1941 and commissioned on 14th November 1941. She was of 640 g.r.t., had a top speed of 16 knots and was armed with one 3 inch anti-aircraft gun, one two pounder anti-aircraft gun, two 20mm anti-aircraft guns and four machine guns.
The vessel was formally adopted by the town during ‘Warship Week’ in February 1942, when the town raised £197,000. The town motto Consilio Absit Discordit (Conciliation without discord) was displayed on her quarterdeck, and letters & parcels from the ‘Comforts fund’ of the town were sent out to her ship mates. The crew reciprocated by sending sweets and fruit for the town Schoolchildren.
After completion in November 1941 HMS Whitehaven was allocated to the 14th Minesweeping Flotilla (Mediterranean Fleet). She left Greenock on 1st March 1942 and arrived at Alexndria, Egypt on 6th June 1942. She was the senior officer’s ship of the convoy escort group on the region. Malta was then under siege and she assisted the Arethusa when she was torpedoed on 18th November 1942 while on a mission to Malta.
There was a Service of Thanksgiving, Prayer and Dedication in St. Nicholas’ Church at 3pm on 3rd September 1944 (the fifth anniversary of the war), when the ensign which had flown on her mast throughout the “Longest [Mine]Sweep on Record” from Alexandria to Sousse (via Mersa Matruth, Bardia, Tobruk, Benghazi, Tripoli and Sfax), was laid up. 
It was placed on the altar during the service, and then hung in St. George’s Chapel. 
In March 1943 General Bernard Montgomery visited the vessel. Following the end of the siege of Malta HMS Whitehaven assisted in clearing mines around Malta in May/June 1943, and escorted the ‘Aurora’ which was conveying King George VI.

On 12th July 1943 she broke the boom into Syracuse Harbour, Sicily thus facilitating a naval landing party.
She then undertook further convoy escort duties returning to Benghazi on 27th October, then to Port Said on 13th November, before sailing for home waters on 1st December 1943.

She arrived at Plymouth on 7th January 1944, for a three month refit before assisting with Force U of the U.S. Navy in the Normandy Landings, around Varreville. She was then employed until January 1945 in minesweeping around Cherbourg, Brest and in the general western Channel approaches.

The 14th Flotilla was dissolved in February 1945 and she was then deployed to the 15th Flotilla based on the Humber estuary. After VE day on 8th May 1945 she cleared channels to Germany and Holland.

The Order of Service is at Whitehaven Record Office, reference SMBWH 1/3/192. The service was conducted by the Vicar of the Parish (Reverend Charles Euston Nurse M.A.) and the Mayor’s Chaplain, the Methodist Minister (Reverend J. Angell James M.A.).

In that file there is the card which was to be displayed alongside the ensign.

The collection taken at the service, amounting to £11, was divided between the HMS Whitehaven Welfare Fund and the Border Regiment Benevolent Fund.

The address given by Revd. Nurse, on the text Isaiah 43:16 and 57:14 is also in the envelope. The Church of St. Nicholas was chosen because St. Nicholas is the patron saint of seafarers.

Some months earlier, on 25th May 1944 a photograph of the ship was provided to the town. The ensign and the photograph were passed to the Sea Cadets (T.S. Bee) in 1948, upon the arrival of the new Vicar of St. Nicholas- Revd. Leslie Derrett, and are still there along with the ship’s bell.
Also in the envelope there is a complete crew list during the goodwill and thanksgiving visit by the vessel to the town on 15th to 20th October 1945. HMS Whitehaven was decommissioned and scrapped at Briton Ferry (Wales) in 1948.

The crew list is reproduced below:

Haughton, W.J.  D.S.C. & Bar
Lieut. Cdr. R.N.V.R.

Redruth
Moritz, G.A.


Lieut., R.N.V.R.


Glasgow
Kilshaw, W.M.


Lieut., R.N.V.R.


Blundellsands
Girvan, J.S.


Lieut., R.N.V.R.


Derby

Moss, S.D.


Surg. Lieut., R.N.V.R.

Streatham
Morrow, C.L.


Sub Lieut., R.N.V.R.

Killyleagh, Co. Down
Taylor, J.W.


Warrant Eng., R.N.R.

New Orleans, U.S.A.
Janiak, C.


Midshipman, Polish Navy

Stanislawow, Poland
Allport, G.T.


Leading Cook


Barbourne
Brooks, H.A.  D.S.M. & Bar
Chief Stoker


Bristol
Bryant, H.C.


Stoker 1st Class


Rhondda
Bootle, W.


Able Seaman


Wigan
Bodesson, J.M.


Ordinary Seaman


Liege, Belgium
Bouyer, A.


Ordinary Seaman


Houdeng Goegnies, Belgium
Briggs, C.L.


Leading Seaman


Alton
Beddoes, R.F.


Able Seaman


Bridgnorth
Clarke, W.E.


Able Seaman


Salford
Cook, C.



Leading Stoker


Inverary
Court, A.J.


Stoker Petty Officer

Aldershot
Davie, G.S.


Coder



Brixham
Davies, T.C.


Able Seaman


Cardiff
Drew, P.F.


Leading Stoker


Plymouth
Dobney, P.


Able Seaman


Torquay
Davey, O.C.


Able Seaman


Carboldisham
Daniels, C.


Able Seaman


Manchester
Evans, F.W.


Able Seaman


Rugby
Evans, W.T.


Stoker 1st Class


Neath
Fletcher, W.


Stoker 1st Class


Great Harwood
Gregory, A.L.


Able Seaman


Birmingham
Hanby, W.S.


Steward



Barrow-in-Furness
Hilton, J.O.


Engine Room Artificer

Timperley
Howells, E.


Stoker Petty Officer

Ynyshir
Hill, J.



Able Seaman


Standish
Jones, J.



Ordnance Mechanic

Bethnal Green
Jones, J.R.


Engine Room Artificer

Plymouth
Joyner, W.


Stoker 1st Class


Birmingham
Keenan, T.


Leading Stores Assistant

Whiston
Kerr, R.W.


Signalman


Kilmarnock
Kirkham, B.


Stoker Petty Officer

Stockport
Monaghan, J.A.


Leading Stoker


Manchester
Mann, F.J.


Able Seaman


Chiswick
Moore, S.


Able Seaman


Liverpool
Marlow, J.


Leading Seaman


Bradford
Moger, K.


Stoker 1st Class


Bradford
Morton, F.W.


Stoker Petty Officer

Plymouth
McArthur, W.


Leading Telegraphist

Glasgow
McCord, A.


Stoker 1st Class


Belfast
McPherson, A.


Able Seaman


Edinburgh
McGinley, D.


Able Seaman


Dumfries
McKinley, G.H.  D.S.M.

Chief Petty Officer

Polruan
Nobbs, D.V.


Stoker 1st Class


Crayford
Phipkin, S.A.


Stoker 1st Class


Walsgrave
Potter, F.


Officers’ Cook


Liverpool
Pursglove, J.G.D.


Canteen Manager


Peterborough
Purcell, J.


Able Seaman


Prescot
Raby, F.



Sick Berth Attendant

Preston
Richards, D.W.


Telegraphist


Bristol
Rowland, D.W.C.


Able Seaman


Dunstable
Ruddock, W.


Petty Officer


Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin
Roberts, R.T.


Petty Officer


Liverpool
Salter, W.


Steward



Weymouth
Sheridan, P.


Stoker 1st Class


North Cheam
Spellman, M.


Stoker 1st Class


Keighley
Sykes, R.C.


Able Seaman


Stratford (London)
Scull, S.



Able Seaman


Leeds
Tait, J.R.


Engine Room Artificer

Castle Douglas
Taylor, K.


Engine Room Artificer

Blaenavon
Templeton, A.


Engine Room Artificer

Middlesborough
Thomson, B.


Able Seaman


Lemington-on-Tyne
Tyler, J.S.


Telegraphist


Chesterton
Walters, G.


Stoker 1st Class


Sturminster Newton
Webber, G.W.


Able Seaman


Truro
· He had been on board since she was commissioned, and was his only ship. He then returned to work at the Post Office.

Whalley, D.


Stoker Petty Officer

Doncaster
Whitfield, R.M.


Able Seaman


Willington Quay (on Tyne)
Williams, R.G.


Stoker Petty Officer

Pontypridd
Wills, F.G.


Leading Steward


Plymouth
Webb, J.D.


Signalman


Greenford
Watson, J.


Able Seaman


Aberdeen
Warrey, W.J.


Stoker 1st Class


Plymouth
The programme of events for the 1945 visit was as follows:

Sunday 14th 1900 Ship arrived. After darkness the crew gave an impromptu fireworks display.

Monday 15th 1050 Sea Cadet Guard of Honour (Steward Hamby, the youngest member of crew presented the mayoress with a bouquet) ; 1100 Mayoral party boards, followed later by the Sea Cadets; 1630 Ship’s company visit Town Hall then tea in Batty’s cafe; 1930 Civic Dinner in British Restaurant, and £80 given from the HMS Whitehaven Welfare Fund to distribute among the crew.
Tuesday 16th 1030 Coach trip to Lake District; 1700 High Tea in British Restaurant; 2000 Civic Dance in Empress Ballroom

Wednesday 17th 1030 Coach trip to Lake District; 1700 High Tea in British Restaurant; 2000 Dance in Empress Ballroom, free for the crew, also Rugby Match HMS Whitehaven XV vs Whitehaven Secondary School.
Thursday 18th 0930 Two parties visit schools; 1330 Party visited Haig Pit followed by tea at the Kells Community Centre; 2000 Second Civic Dance in Empress Ballroom

Friday 19th 1330 Party visited Haig Pit followed by tea at the Kells Community Centre; 1900 Swimming gala and polo match at Whitehaven Baths; 2000 Dance in Empress Ballrooms free to ship’s company at the invitation of Messrs H Edgard & Sons 
Saturday 20th Free Day to say farewell; 2000 Dance at Kells Welfare free to crew, also a fireworks display from the ship.
Sunday 21st am- Ship departed on the morning tide, in heavy rain, with her flags bearing the signal “Home Port”.
All week the baths were free to the crew and the British Restaurant served free lunches daily, plus tea on Thursday and Saturday, and three cinemas were free to the crew.

The ship was open daily Tuesday to Saturday 9 to 12 & 2 to 4 for school children (over 2,000 children went on board) and 4 to 6 for the general public.

The commanders of the vessel were:

Claude Plumer Royal Navy (retired) 1st November 1941 to 21st January 1942. He had been in the Royal Navy since 1918 and subsequently commanded a sister vessel, HMS Fraserburgh until January 1944.
George Walter Alexander Thomas Irvine (retired) RNR, 10th February 1942 to March 1944. He had been in the Navy since 1927, had previously commanded HMS Fraserburgh from 11th August 1941 and went on to command HMS Romney until February 1945. He was awarded the DSC on 2nd June 1943 and a Bar to his DSC on 13th February 1945.
Lt William Eric Halbert RNR March 1944 to 28th July 1944. His previous command was HMS Romney, and his next, after the ‘Whitehaven’ was HMS Postillion. Romney and Postillion were both minesweeepers.
T/A Lt Cdr Wilfred John Haughton DSC, RNVR, 28th July 1944 to the paying off of the vessel. He had been awarded the DSC on 9th May 1944 and a Bar to his DSC on 30th May 1944.
For reference Workington adopted the 1933 built HM submarine Porpoise during the same week in 1942. She was lost off Penang on 2nd January 1945 with the loss of all 74 crew. There is more information in a permanent exhibition at the Helena Thompson Museum, Workington.
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